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INTBODUCTION. 



Is this book, the author has sought to contemplate 
■woman precisely aa the inspired pen has represented 
her, so far as she has arisen to view in the divine 
history of God's providential and gracious dispensa- 
tions to mankind, and so far as that pen may have 
sketched more didactically her true position and 
duties. 

In pursoance of this plan, careful attention has 
been given to aJl the more prominent female charac- 
ters of the Holy Scriptures, and to whatever lights 
and shades the unerring pen has left upon their 
names for the instruction of posterity. Of this de- 
partment of the divine Book, as of all the rest, may 
it be said, that it was given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that the child 
of God may be perfect. The author deems it just 
to himself to add, that in attempting to throw himself 
back amid Scripture characters and Scripture tivaea, 
he has aimed to keep his eye steady upon recorded 
facts and incidents, and has forborne, as he hopes. 
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4 I^"T^^ODL■CTIO^^ 

all uudne license of the imagination, and al! those 
dreams of which it maybe said that "there is no 
light in them." lie has endeavored to write a sober 
and faithful book — such as, ia its plan and execu- 
tion, in its sentiment and diction, shall do no harm, 
and may accomplish some good. He is not disposed 
to conceal, tha,t whatever other benefit may arise out 
of his humble effort, he has hoped, by these brief 
sketches concerning yarious interesting characters 
of the Bible, to attract the eyes of his fair readers 
more intently toward that blessed volume, and tlie 
priceless treasures of wisdom and knowledge therein 
contained, 

That these aims will insure the approval of tlie 
good and virtuous, the author entertains no doubt. 
To what extent the means he has used for the 
afioomplishment of hia object are pertinent and 
promising, ia herewith respectfully submitted to 
their candid judgment. 
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WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 



Alas for her who was the first and eldest of her 
sex ! Mournful and sad are the associations that 
cluster around her name. We think of decep- 
tion, and of the hateful deceiver. We think of 
the birth of sin, — and the flight of innocence, ho- 
liness, peace, and love, from this new-created and 
beautiful world. We think of paradise lost, on 
which the sun and stars shall shine no more. We 
think of the fearfulness of the divine curse — of 
pain and sorrow — of dying and of death. It is 
true, there arises a bow upon the awful cloud. 
There is a whisper of hope heard amid the thun- 
ders of this earliest storm of earth. Under that 
cold and long eclipse, and amid the heaving, 
and crushing, and dying, and those " signs of woe 
that al! is lost," may be seen a gleam of holy light 
coming from afar. Yet the mystic ray reveals 
no release from the fatal wreck. It tells that 
death has arrived — that paradise must henceforth 
be sought in other worlds, and that, too, by long 
and painful struggles with the enemy of riglite- 
ousness. 
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8 WOMEN OF THK BIBLS. 

Her more thoughtful sons and daughters will 
forbear to curse their first mother. The biame 
they attach to her will be mingled with pity. Yet 
no one can compute the sorrow — the deep, heart- 
breaking sorrow, that has been felt by millions in 
remembrance of her fall. They have thought of 
her as, in the days of her innocence, she stood the 
loveliest ornament of a lovely world, — wht^e 
beauty and grace were such as that the inspired 
pen forbore, as of the forms of angels, to portray 
them ; who was ushered, a perfect being, upon a 
scene of perfect happiness ; whose guiltless bo- 
som swelled with naught save peace, and joy, and 
love ; across whose delighted vision there flitted 
no images of sin, or grief, or drooping sickness, or 
noisome graves ; whose rejoicing spirit was as un- 
conscious as the laughing infant's, of direful 
changes, or dying scenes, along the illimitable 
future ; whose form of beauty, and flowing tresses, 
and every line and feature of enchanting grace- 
fulness, were fashioned for immortality ; who 
looked up upon her husband, and, reading there 
at once the image of God and the counterpart 
and companion of herself, leaned toward him 
with a love ineffable, and hailed there the charm 
of her soul and the completion of her blessed- 
ness ; who, side by side with him, as they roamed 
amid those groves, held long communings with su- 
perior beings, and listened to the songs of angels 
swelling afar, and heard the footsteps of the Lord 
God, and, in their innocence, were not afraid. 
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The heaxt weeps as it meditates that sucli bliss 
as this should, all suddenly, be crushed forever ; 
that the fair garniture of the virgin earth should, 
as in a moment, be displaced by thorns and briers, 
and all unsightly and noxious things. O ! there 
are tears for the cloudless morning of that day — 
the day when sin and death were let loose along 
this world — when beauty, formed for eternal 
bloom, began to fade, and the image of heaven 
was effaced from the human spirit — and the ser- 
pent first nestled there — and the sting of woe first 
entered the soul — and tears of bitterness first 
fell — and the smiles of the Eternal were with- 
drawn, to be replaced by his frown and eurse, for 
the sake of man. The mind is reluctant to Jook 
upon the sad afterpart. Where goes she who, 
just now, was fairer and happier than since have 
been all the daughters of men ? Is she driven 
away from that garden of beauty and of safety, 
to return no more ? Hears she some dreadful 
note .assuring her of "sorrows greatly multi- 
plied ?" And retiring from her early home — the 
home of unsullied peace — do other suns now 
light upon her ? Do frightful storms beat upon 
her head? Does she grow weary and faint? 
Does she pine in sickness? Is she fading into 
age ? Her husband, also ; is he greatly changed ? 
Amid all, does she remember the days of her fair 
morning of existence ? Does every pain, and 
every discordant sound, and frowning look, and 
fading brow, and every noise of strife and mur- 
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10 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 

der, and each venomous and poisonous breath, 
and all dark and mournful prospects, and every 
ghastly dying scene ; do they forever whisper of 
the joys that were hers, when away in that gar- 
den of innocence and unfading happiness ? 

The time spent by our iirst parents in a state 
of innocency is not known, although there are 
indications that it was but brief. The fatal faci- 
Uty of Eve's deception impresses us that she had 
but begun to taste of life ; that the world to which 
she was introduced was still rising before her 
under aspects of novelty and freshness, and 
awaking within her breast a curiosity as childlike 
as it was intense. Then, again, she had no off- 
spring while yet unfallen. This fact, taken in 
connection with the command of God to, our first 
parents in reference to posterity, is almost, if not 
quite conclusive that their days of innocence 
were few indeed. And further still. Cain and 
Abel, though bom after the fall, had come to man- 
hood, and Abel had been murdered before the 
birth of Seth ; at which time their parents were 
one hundred and thirty years of age. Consider- 
ing the protracted youth and manhood of the race 
at that period, it seems fair to infer, therefore, that 
those years had almost all elapsed since the trans- 
gression. After the fall, we trace our first 
mother to the birth of Seth ; from which period 
she is not named, and there is no record of the 
duration of her life. We may, however, very 
nearly identify her life with that of her husband ; 
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and as he still lived for hundreds of years suhse- 
quently to the birth of Seth, and sons and daugh- 
ters were born to him, we may count his history, 
so far as given, to have been that of his wife. 
They both lived long — very long, and then — they 
died ! 

There is unfathomable — awful mystery in the 
catastrophe of Eve, Let not her daughters be 
too inquisitive and too censorious respecting her. 
Beware that ye chaise not God foolishly, nor 
cherish a reproachful thought touching his inscru- 
table Providence. The solemn voice from that 
great disaster whispers rather. Beware of the 
ancient Serpent ! He is still abroad ; his be- 
guilings have not ceased, and his devices are 
many ; his darts fly in every direction ; he seeks 
whom he may devour ; and millions are led cap- 
tive by him at his will. Foi^et not that naught, 
save One, can bruise him under your feet. With 
the promised and great Deliverer, there is safety 
and eternal victory. Away from him, there is 
certain capture and i^uin. 



Sakah, who was originally named Sarai, was the 
daughter of Terah, was born in Ur of the Chal- 
dees, and became the wife of the illustrious Abra- 
ham. Subsequently to their marriage, and by 
revelation to Abraham, the family, consisting of 
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12 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 

her husband, her father, and Lot, emigrated to 
Haran, where Terah ended his days, at the age 
of two hundred and five years. After his death, 
Abraham and Lot again removed westward, and 
went to Canaan, whicJi was then in possession of 
the original race inhabiting that region of country. 
Here Abraham was favored with special and re- 
peated revelations from God ; was promised that 
the land to which he had come sliould be given 
to his posterity, and he became great in wealth 
and power. 

Sarah appears to have been a woman of extra- 
ordinary beauty of person, which she retained to 
a very late period of her life ; so that, at ninety 
years of age, she attracted the attention and love 
of Abimelech, king of Gerar ; he being unaware 
of her relation to Abraham. At the age of se- 
venty.five years, having relinquished the idea of 
bearing children, she sought, according to a usage 
not unknown to those times, to gain posterity by 
proxy. Accordingly she gave to her husband as 
a wife her bondmaid Hagar, who became the 
mother of Ishmael. At the very advanced age 
of ninety, however, Sarah also, and by an extra- 
ordinary providence, gave birth to a son, who was 
Isaac, and heir of the special and Divine promises 
which had been made to Abraham. Ai^er the 
birth of her son, Sarah survived about thirty- 
seven years, and died at Kirjath-arba, afterwards 
Hebron, aged one hundred and twenty- seven 
years. 
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The cliaracter of Sarah, so far as portrayed on 
the page of revelation, is marked, as is natural, 
by alternate light and shade. She is not without 
prominent excellences, and hers is recorded among 
the honorable names of sacred story. At the 
same time, we may discern, even in Sarah, the 
marks of our faOen nature ; some of those indis- 
putable tokens that whisper to us of human im- 
perfection. 

We feel little admiration, for example, of her 
arrangement with respect to her husband and 
Hagar. We accord to her, it is true, the usual 
indulgence allowed in consideration of custom — 
the lack, in that early period, of Divine communi- 
cation — and, perhaps, some other circumstances. 
Yet we can hardly refrain from discerning in her 
at this period, and in this incident of her history, 
a deficiency of that patience which is so beautiful 
a characteristic of the sex. We seem to detect 
a want of that pious and graceful submission to 
the will of Providence, so essential to woman, — 
and of that commendable faith in the great Father, 
which we are assured she was enabled to exercise 
in after years. Had not God, long before, and 
more than once, spoken to her husband by special 
and heavenly messages ? Had not that husband 
already become great and powerful ? And was 
it a secret to the companion of Abraham, that to 
him was promised, by the One who cannot lie, a 
posterity that, in multitude, should vie with the 
stars of heaven, and that in his seed all the kin- 
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dreds of the earth were to be blessed ? With 
these Divine assurances in memory, was it neces- 
sary for her to arise and forestall the movements 
of sacred Providence ? Was she called to put 
forth her hand ? Did any voice from heaven 
suggest in her ear that she must hasten, and, at 
all events, make sure of the fulfillment of that 
word which stands though heaven and earth de- 
part? Was it not her province, rather, to "hope 
and quietly wait?" What pity that, in that hour, 
there occurred not to her mind what an angel, in 
after time, inquired of her, saying, " Is anything 
too hard for the Lord !" Thus had it told for her 
reputation for wisdom as well as for piety, in tlie 
eyes of the millions of every age of time to whom 
the name and history of Sarah were destined to 
be familiar. "^ And it is not all recited to us — a 
mere hint or two are given — of what were the 
domestic broils; the frequent and numberless 
vexations ; the sad spoiling of earthly sunshine, 
that commenced with Abraham's new and unna- 
tural espousals, and ended — we know not when. 
! there is a time to act, and a time to cease 
from our own works. There is a time to move 
forward and achieve priceless victories, and a time 
to stand still and see the salvation of God. And 
she who, like the daughters of Israel, watches 
■with Moses the rising and reposing of the pillar 
of cloud and fire — shall not fail, with Miriam and 
her sisters, to sing that " the Lord hath triumphed 
gloriously." 
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All the severity of Sarah toward her bond- 
maid, both at the first, when Hagar fled from her 
face, and long afterwards, when she was driven 
into exile with the consent of the weary and 
weeping husband — all this we look for, as being 
an incident of the tale as true to nature, as it is 
unhappy for the reputation of the chief actress in 
this scene of sadness. Gentleness and pity dweil 
with goodness, and with the faith that makes not 
haste, and with the love that suflereth long and is 
kind. Shut these away from the female heart, 
and no marvel if there be envy and contention ; 
yea, every evil work. 

But there are brighter and fairer features to- 
ward which the hand must not fail to point, that 
would portray correctly the beautiful consort -of 
Abraham. She was not without blemish; yet 
was she graceful in mind as well as in person. 
More tokens than one go to mark her as belong- 
ing to the most distinguished of her sex, and in 
many respects a fit companion of one of the great- 
est men of this world's history. For, is it not fair 
to inquire as to what that woman must have 
been, whose influence over a man like Abraham, 
was what her influence was ? In almost every 
aspect, her husband was superior to most others. 
Great in physical might, he, with his own house- 
hold, rushed after and subdued the kings and their 
hosts. Great in soul, he spurned the rich offer of 
the prince of Sodom, and passed over to Lot the 
little matter of assigning their respective earthly 
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possessions. Great in precedence, he was tlie an- 
cestor and fatlier of the faithful. Great in dignity, 
God and angels often conversed with him. Great 
afterwards in heaven, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
have certainly long been there. As we meditate, 
then, " how great this man was," we may medi- 
tate, also, the greatness of her whom he evidently, 
with all his greatness, profoundly respected, as 
well as dearly loved. We hazard nothing in 
writing, that the woman, whom a man like Abra- 
ham ioved beyond all others for so many years — 
whose opinion of her attractiveness was such as 
that he sometimes deemed it dangerous to be 
known as her husband — who, when at last she 
slept, bowed his aged and dignified form, and 
mourned and wept "over " his dead," — still his, 
though dead, — this woman, surely, can hold no 
mean place among her sex, and we wonder not 
that, long centuries after she retired from the 
world, the hand of inspiration assigned to her 
name a conspicuous place upon the list of those 
who, in olden time, believed GJod, and it was 
counted to them for righteousness. 

Who has not sometimes roamed, in imagina- 
tion, amid the scenes of patriarchal simplicity 
and beauty ? Has never my fair reader, upon 
some sultry summer day, trod thoughtfully within 
the groves of Mamre, and reclined beneath the 
shady oaks hard by those spacious and graceful 
tents ? At the opening of those lofty and ample 
folds, and almost facing thee, sits a man of a hun- 
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dred years ; and who has, once and again, talked, 
face to face, with God. It is a form of surpassing 
dignity, — erect and sti-ong as when, in other years, 
he dealt relentless ruin among the conquerors of 
the plain. Locks hoary, yet pure and beautiftil, 
curl over his shoulders, and a beard of snowy 
brilliancy reposes upon his bosom, — his eye, large 
and tranquil, is looking forth upon the magnificence 
of glorious summer, — or turned upward, now and 
then, toward the home of the faithful, — or closed, 
at intervals, as the mind meditates upon remem- 
bered scenes, and calls up again unearthly and 
enchanting voices that used to breathe into his 
ear exceeding great and precious promises. 

On a sudden, those eyes are fixed ; the visage 
becomes prolonged and direct ; the whole form 
leans forward, as with unusual earnestness. Turn- 
ing your eye in the same direction, and three men 
are approaching, " if it be lawful to call them 
men." They came from a far country, and the 
patriarch is running to greet them, and his noble 
form is already bowing lowly toward the ground 
in profoundest obeisance. The greetings cease, 
and the hospitalities proceed. 

But where is Sarah ? Just where we would 
wish to find her, filling the place she is expected 
to fill, acting the part assigned to her to perform, 
and realizing to thine eye the oljedience, activity, 
skill, modesty, and dignity of a genuine prince'ss 
of her times, a worthy companion and friend of 
one of the chief nobility of earth, and a lovely 
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daughter of her God. Obedience, for her hand 
is as that of him who directs ; activity, for how 
soon are al! things in readiness ; skill, for under 
her superintendence a dish is made ready, of 
which angels eat ; modesty and dignity, for thou, 
in all this time, and amid all these personages, 
hast not discovered her, while even the guests 
are inquiring, as if in wonder, " Where is Sarah ?" 
" Behold, in the tent," is the response ; and such 
it should have been. Would not a more noisy or 
ostentatious lady— one of more bustle, but of less 
skill— of more words, hut of less dignity and 
grace — would she not have been seen or heard 
amid all those hospitable preparations? But 
there is no confusion — no exposure — ^no complaint. 
There is no being " cumbered about much serv- 
ing." All is order, as well as dispatch — propriety, 
as well as efficiency. " She is like the merchant 
ships — she bringeth her food from far. She riseth 
also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her 
household, and a portion to her maidens. Her 
husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth 
among the elders of the land." 

Of the latter Dispensation, as well as of the for- 
mer, inspired fingers pointed back to Sarah ; and 
two apostles, under two aspects of exceeding 
beauty, have registered her name. Paul presents 
her in the celebrated galaxy of the ancient be- 
lievers — one of those who obtained a good report 
through faith, and that compose the great cloud 
of witnesses beholding from their spheres of hght 



iLvGooglf 



WOMEN OP THE BIBLB. 10 

the progress of successive generations of the 
Christian combatants, as they run up the path of 
life. Peter presents her as the lovely woman and 
companion, discarding exterior adorning, and cov- 
eting the adorning of the heart, the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, being in subjection, in ihe 
appropriate sense, to her husband, observing 
toward him the most respectful address and the 
most exemplary deportment. Paul records her 
dutifulness to her God ; Peter, that to her hus- 
band. Paul writes her a believer ; Peter, a well- 
doer also. Paul shows her a saint, looking upward ; 
Peter represents her a saint, forbearing, amid her 
heavenly visions, to step aside from the proprie- 
ties of life. Paul exhibits her as an exemplar for 
believers ; Peter, as the mother of the daughters 
that do well. The one tells you of her hand 
being in God's ; the other, that, her hand being 
there, she was not afraid with any amazement. 



rit's wift. 

" Aeise, take thy wife," said the angels to Lot, as 
they urged him away from the city devoted to 
destruction. Her relation only is noticed, and 
neither her name nor those of her daughters ap- 
pear upon the inspired page. Of her origin, also, 
we have no information ; and the angelic an- 
nouncement quoted above, is the first allusion to 
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her in the sacred Scriptures: It appears quite 
probable that she was a native of Sodom, and be- 
came united to Lot after hia commencing to 
reside in that wicked and ill-fated city. When 
the hour of judgment had come, and while Lot 
sliU lingered, the angel men are represented as 
laying hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of 
his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters, 
the Lord being merciful to hun, and they brought 
him forth, and set him without the city, and said, 
" Escape for thy life ! Look not behind thee — 
neither stay thou in all the plain. Escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed." But as diey 
fled from the city, his wife looked behind her, and 
became a pillar of salt. 

A single melancholy allusion is made to her in 
the New Testament, and by the lips of Christ. 
As he instructs his disciples touching their flight 
from the impending ruin of Jerusalem, and warns 
them, as their flight commences, against returning 
to their houses for the purpose of taking any of 
their eifects with them, he very naturally refers 
back to the destruction of Sodom, and to the con- 
duct of her who, as she iled irom the city, " looked 
behind her." "Remember Lot's wife," is t!ie 
concise and significant warning ; and such is the 
only use for which her name is adduced. She-is 
not recalled, like Sarah, as an example of faith, 
but is pointed to as a beacon of warning. She is 
not, like Anna, produced as an illustration of look- 
ing to God always, but rather as representative 
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of those who, at times at least, look another way. 
She had not the promptness of Deborah, as she 
assures Barak, " I will arise and go with thee ;" 
but she lingers, and hesitates, and pauses. She 
did not, as did the apostle, press toward the mark ; 
but, as he did not, she remembered the things 
which were behind. Nor did she, like Mary, 
have respect to angel voices; but rather, like 
Sapphira, she listened to the suggestions of covet- 
ousness. It was not sufficient that a divine mes- 
senger should assure her of the destruction be- 
hind, — she must look if it certainly be so. 

Yet was it not natural ? That city had been 
her home, perhaps from infancy. Hers was, 
doubtless, 110 mean residence there, -for her hus- 
band was princely in his possessions. There, too, 
were some of her dear children, whom, as she fled, 
she had been compelled to leave behind her. 
Must they, also, be lost in the threatened destruc- 
tion? Then, again, what would she do in the 
future ? Whither was she flying ? Would she 
find another home, or would she be cast forth — a 
forlorn exile — to pass her slight remnant of life in 
poverty, suffering, and weeping ? 

We marvel not that she " looked behind her.'' 
Al! the natural sentiments of her heart prompted 
her to such an act. Yet should she not have con- 
sented. There are times when the soul must 
rein itself up to a desperate effort, — when a mo- 
mentary yielding to natural impulses, or a slight 
wandering of the eye, or a single word or act of 
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indiscretion, leads on to consequences affecting 
the destiny and Iiappiness of a life. Especially 
is disregard of an express injunction of Divine 
authority pregnant with the most imminent dan- 
ger. If a heavenly voice whisper, " Look not," 
then is the time to beware. No matter whether 
the interdicted vision be of the wine sparkling in 
the cup, or seductive forms stealing away the 
heart from God, or terrestrial bowers of beauty 
too often preferred to heaven, or golden wedges 
and garments of magnificence captivating the 
affections, or even home, dear home, where linger 
those we love better than life — look not on them — 
one or alt of them — if such be God's bidding. Re- 
straining thine eye, may be as if it should be 
plucked from its socket; thy right hand pointing 
forever heavenward, may be to thee as though 
cut off and cast from thee ; pressing always, and 
to the last, after God's leadings, may be as if one 
should " die daily ;" yet let thine eye look right 
on, and thine eyelids straight before thee ; tarry 
not in all the plain ; but ily, for thy life, toward 
the city and mount of everlasting safety. 
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SiEhirtt. 



Rebecca is not without fame in sacred story. 
She was grand-daughter of Nahor, Abraham's 
brother, and sister of Laban, the father of the 
wives of her son Jacob. She was highly beau- 
tiful in person ; and to this were added much 
simplicity and loveliness of manners, a sprightly 
action, a graceful hospitality, and, with some im- 
portant exceptions, a pious trust in the God of 
providence. On the arrival of Abraham's mes- 
senger, sent to procure a wife for Isaac, Rebecca 
was divinely designated to him as the suitable 
person for so distinguished a connection ; and 
with the approbation and blessing of her father's 
house, and accompanied by her nurse and waiting- 
mMds, she cheerfully bid adieu to her home, was 
conducted to Hebron, the residence of Isaac, and 
became his wife. This marriage, we may infer, 
was eminently happy; for Isaac was thus con- 
soled after his mother's death ; and such was his 
love for Rebecca, that, during her hfe, we do not 
hear of him, as of Abraham and Jacob, that he 
allied himself to any other wife. As a companion, 
she was probably devoted, capable, and answer- 
ing, in an eminent degree, all the wjsljes of her 
husband ; and " living faithfully together," no rea- 
son existed for any of those matrimonial difficul- 
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ties wliich arose so naturally in the families of his 
father and his son. The whole history of Isaac, 
indeed, impresses us that he was a man of a gentle, 
meditative, and quiet spirit ; seeking to cultivate 
peace with all men. At the same time, the Lord 
of providence gave him great prosperity ; endow- 
ing him with princely possessions inherited from 
his illustrious father, while, from the genial influ- 
ences of an eastern soil and clime, there were 
added to him the brilliant harvests of an hundred- 
fold. Amid all his sources of happiness, his beau- 
tiful and accomplished Rebecca was, we may 
believe, the crowning gem, — adding a charm un- 
utterable to all the walks of his earthly pilgrimage, 
and contributing her quiet, yet powerful influence, 
in promoting the dignity and peace of a long and 
tranquil life. 

When, or at what age she died, is not recorded. 
We do not hear of her in life after the departure 
of Jacob to Haran ; at which time her husband 
was at least a hundred years of age. As Isaac 
survived eighty years beyond that period, and as 
there is no record of his being married a second 
time, it may be presumed that Rebecca also lived 
to a good old age. Her sepulchre was in the 
field of Machpelah, purchased by Abraham as a 
burying-place. " There they buried Isaac and 
Rebecca his wife." 

As we review the history of Rebecca, there is 
much in the picture that interests and captivates 
us. We love to think that she was beautiful, and 
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" very fair to look upon " This was doubtless so, 
however difficult it may be to realize the glory 
that so long since passed away. We need not 
doubt that graceful and attractive forms were 
moving here in old and buried years ; and there 
is sadness in the thoui^ht that they have drooped 
and faded, while the admiration and love which 
they inspired are also hushed forever. Yet such 
are we. The fashion of this world, as the ever- 
changing scenpry of the opera, passeth away. So 
beauty, now blooming ai Rebecca's bloomed, wit!, 
like hers, decay, and, long before this passing 
century shall be finished, will have disappeared as 
the glorious bow upon the cloud of yesterday. A 
dear and loved possession is that of pei'soaa! 
beauty — the perfection ot mateiial e\cellence— if, 
indeed, it be lawful to ciU that miteiial, with 
which the intellectual and the spuitual are so 
sublimely blended. Yet it tames not The "hu- 
man face divine " puts oH its brillnncy and fades, 
that it may bloom elsewhere in immortal love- 
liness. 

Beauty of form and feature is more than doubly 
beautiful, when associated with gracefulness of 
mind and character. Such were Rebecca's 
charms. Nothing can surpass the delicious pen- 
cilings of that first interview between Abraham's 
servant and the blooming Syrian maid. As the 
messenger prays, a damsel is in his thoughts. 
While yet speaking, a damsel, as if lighting down 
from above during his prayer, appears before him, 
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and the sign ho asked is given. She has filled her 
pitcher with water, and is returning from the well. 
" Give me to drink, I pray thee, a little water of 
thy pitcher!" "Drink, my lord, and I will draw 
water for thy camels also." Such was the re- 
spectful and sweet response of the maid, as with 
equal promptitude and grace she suited the action 
to the word. Meanwhile the stranger, in wonder 
and in silence, ponders the scene hefore him ; — 
and He who had just now heard his prayer, 
assured him that the being, concerning whom 
that prayer was offered, was moving before his 
eyes. Inquiries and explanations proceed ; hos- 
pitalities are proffered in the house of Laban ; 
the important message is opened; al! arrange- 
ments are considered and finished ; all, save one. 
" Rebecca," said they, " wilt thou go with this 
man ?" " I will go," she answered, and thus de- 
cided her earthly destinies. 

What indescribable beauty and simplicity are 
here ! What implicit trusting in the God of pro- 
vidence ! How prelusive is this whole scene, of 
singular and illustrious consequences ! How in- 
dicative of a Heaven- appointed and Heaven-ap- 



We should note here, too, the sublimity that 
may be attached to any hour of human history. 
One day, a sweet and artless girl is rejoicing 
within one of the dwellings of the city of Nahor. 
At evening, she goes out, as was customary with 
the daughters of the city, to bring water from the 
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neighboring fountain. The sun is sinking gra- 
dually into the great western sea, and soft airs 
are breathing along the far-reaching plains of 
Padan-aram. A stranger is near the fountain, 
and God is listening there ; and his great hand is 
leading, step by step, and in every accent of her 
lips, that beautiful and happy maid. In all that 
day, she dreamed not of the evening colloquy ; 
and as she drew those cooling waters for the re- 
freshment of the stranger, it occurred not once to 
her how that her very acts and words were all 
pointing her to forthcoming and distinguished hap- 
piness. This evening, she is cheerfully acting 
her part in the duties of her father's house. Yet, 
as she moves, an unseen hand is upon her, touch- 
ing the springs of great and sublime events, and 
moving the keys of untold destinies. To-moiTow, 
Rebecca is on her way to become the wife of 
Isaac — a rnother in Israel — a link in the golden 
chain that should reach to the Messiah of God. 
Gentle reader, walk sofllj 1 Place thy frail hand 
within the hand that is almighty. Thine own 
prayer, and the prayer of the stranger, despise 
not; for God is the great Arbiter — and he is 
listening ! 

Would there were no shade upon the history of 
Rebecca ! Would that she had never withdrawn 
her eye from the Divine pointing, nor ventured, 
with rash step, to tread unhallowed ground ! Her 
favorite son seems likely to lose the principal 
blessing within the gift of his father. How shall 
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SO great an evil be averted, and the dew of heaven, 
and the fatness of the earth, and all abundance 
and authority, crown and adorn her beloved Ja- 
cob? If such be God's ordinance, can he not 
bring it to pass ? Needs he the rash fingerings 
of human frailty, to help out his great designs P 
Especially, does he beckon for the dark stoppings 
of deceit and guilt for the unfolding of his glorious 
plans ? The decisive day is come ; the day whpn 
the soul of the patriarch confers its selectest 
blessing. Esau is abroad with his bow, in joyous 
pursuit of the desired repast that is to precede 
the promised benediction. Meanwhile, dark words 
and deeds are passing in the house of Isaac. A 
spirit of darkness is invoked, to waken light and 
joy. A jewel, rich and beautiful, rises on the 
sight ; and secured it must be, though the serpent 
shall be roused to seize it where it lies, and sting 
to the quick the hands that receive it from his 
fangs, O I where nnw'was the trust of the good 
Abraham, who would follow no hand but God's, 
and that, too, though his hand might seem to urge 
to tragedy and death ! Could not the same voice 
that preserved Isaac from dying on Moriaii, deter 
him now from giving a wrong direction to the 
blessings of his father Abraham ? How rare is 
faith on the earth ! And if, to-day, her slender 
hand takes hold upon the great arm, no wonder if, 
to-moiTow, that hand be shattered, and nothing 
remain but tempests', and tossings, and ruin. 
Rebecca sins ; — and sin, when it is finished. 
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bringeth forth death. At once, we hear of hatred 
where love was ; and murderous threateiiings are 
whispered along those once peaceful halls ; — and 
there are dreams of blood — and fears that have 
torment — and dark anticipations — and sad parting 
scenes. " Upon me be thy curse, my son!" Alas 
for such an assumption! Who shall bear an- 
other's curse ? Now trouble comes. That dar- 
ling son becomes an exile, to save his life. That 
fond mother must send him from her presence ; 
and whether she ever sees him again, history is 
silent. We hear of his hailing his father in after 
years, but thenceforth there is the silence of death 
as to Rebecca. There is no voice to speak of her 
again, telling how long she lived, or when or 
where she died. Jacob, indeed, once lisps her 
name ; but it is when the damps of death are on 
his brow ; and he only speaks of her as — buried ! 
Yet hope for Rebecca. Respect her sorrows, 
as she weeps over the sad absence of her beloved 
child. Doubt not her penitence before her God, 
and his forgiveness through the promised Seed. 
Be there smiles for her dying hours ; when the 
Heaven-destined Isaac leaned over her who was 
the joy of his life, and pointed her away to the 
rest of the weary. Joy to the mingled dust, 
where " they buried Isaac and Rebecca." It shall 
rise again, one day, in forms more beautiful by 
far than ever roamed amid the groves of Beer- 
sheba, or bloomed by the fountains of Haran. 
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Leaii and Rachel were the daughters of Laban, 
and nieces of Rebecca ; and became the wives of 
her favorite son, Jacob, after he emigrated to 
Padan-aram. Rachel was the first of her father's 
family whom Jacob saw after his arrival, and he 
appears to have been immediately captivated by 
her beauty. On his introduction to her father, 
and after the space of a month, he proposed to 
serve him seven years for the hand of Rachel, 
and the proposal was accepted. The seven years 
seemed to Jacob "but a few days, for the love he 
had to her." At the end of the specified time, 
however, the elder sister, Leah, was secretly led to 
his bed instead of Rachel, and seven more years 
were enjoined by the deceitful and rapacious 
Laban upon Jacob, in order to the possession of 
his beloved Rachel. 

Thus, in violation of nature's wise and perfect 
laws, Jacob became at once involved in the per- 
plexing condition of bigamy ; and, which might 
appear one of the most melancholy forms of this 
unnatural position, two sisters disputed with each 
other for his aifections and smiles. That their 
common relation to Jacob exerted a highly dele- 
terious influence upon their sisterly relations and 
affection, we might very safely infer, while the 
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brief incidents of their history sufficiently corro- 
borate such a suspicion. 

What nicely- balanced advantages, and what 
extra-human goodness and forbearance, must 
combine to insure, under such cireumstauces, 
even ordinary tranquillity in the domestic circle! 
In the case before us, there appears a certain 
equalizing and opposition of considerations, which 
may be regarded as providential. Rachel was 
the more beautiful ; Leah, the more fruitful : the 
latter advantage, according to the sentiment of 
the people and times, being fully equivalent to the 
former. If the charms of Rachel won upon the 
heart of her husband, the piety of Leah could not 
fail to command his esteem. If Rachel was beau- 
tiful, she was yet forward and grasping ; if Leali 
was plain, she was also retiring and submissive. 
With all the personal attractions of the younger 
sister, she was, at times, impatient and imprudent ; 
and, on one occasion, at least, exhibited herself 
as highly unreasonable and blameworthy. The 
elder sister, on the other hand, impresses us as 
evincing a grateful spirit for blessings received, as 
well as a becoming forbearance at any ungrace- 
ful neglect on the part of one from whom she 
rightly conceived that she deserved a more re- 
spectful and affectionate bearing. If there were 
beauty and favor in the tent of Rachel, there 
were honor and dignity in that of her sister ; and 
if the former might assure herself of her superior 
personal power over her husband, the latter might 
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point to her blooming progeny, and, like the heroic 
mothers of an after age, exclaim, " These are my 
ornaments !" 

It becomes us, indeed, to speak gently and cau- 
tiously of the two wives of Jacob. Place man or 
woman in a position varying from that designed 
by the God of nature and of providence, and no 
marvel if there be derangement and confusion 
in the result. There are beautiful simples, which, 
if brought into certain combinations, produce but 
deformity ; and, in human society, there have 
often existed alliances as unharmonious as they 
were unphilosophical, and working out results as 
awkward and unsightly, as the individuals con- 
cerned were, in their separate capacity, lovely 
and hopeful. I iiave loved to contemplate the 
daughters of Laban apart from their common re- 
lation to the son of Isaac. Before ever they saw 
the siranger from afar, it is easy to imagine that, 
as associates, they were lovely and pleasant in 
their lives. Whether within doors, concerned 
with their simple domestic duties, or abroad with 
th^ir father's flocks, amid the rich and sunny pas- 
tures of Padan-aram, we think of them only as 
one in affection as well as in occupation. The 
voice of sprightly mirth full often echoed through 
those chestnut groves ; and songs, breathed upon 
delicious voices, and accompanied by the tabret 
and the harp, were heai'd hard by where blissful 
Eden bloomed in its gloiy. Were they not sis- 
ters then ? And sisters should they always have 
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continued, and forborne to dispense with a relation 
so interesting and innocent, that they might as- 
sume another so incongruous and unnatural as to 
have always remained nameless. Rivalry, on the 
part of two persons, for the affections of a third, 
must always be deemed unfortunate and unhappy. 
Especially melancholy is this state of things when 
existing with two sisters, born and reared beneath 
the same roof, and partaking, from infancy, in the 
same joys and sorrows. And then if, yet further, 
we conceive such rivalry to be, not the mere tran- 
sient cloud passing onward, to leave again un- 
broken the smiling rays that were, for a moment, 
intercepted — but rather the gloom of a life; a 
cold and long eclipse, that shall be succeeded 
only by the shadow of death; — contemplating 
prospects like these, we are prepared for even 
graver difificuUies than what are written of the 
wives of Jacob. 

Laban, the prime mover, as it respects the un- 
happy position of his daughters, will be pronounced 
by all generations as a man whose folly was sur- 
passed only by his meanness. Why urge the 
gentle Leah to the arms of one who never asked 
for her? Why not, like a man, inform Jacob,- 
right early, of that custom which was pleaded in 
excuse for such a proceeding? When an alli- 
ance was in prospect, as happy perhaps as was 
ever formed, why interpose thus lawlessly and ab- 
surdly, and spoil the earthly happiness of those 
two lovely daughters ? Why take those innocent 
2* 
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and happy sisters, that had ever s; 
■^lace them against each other for a life struggle^ 
and, from sisters, shape them into rivals ; and in 
bosoms where mutual love and good- will had heen 
wont to reign, there kindle up the tormenting 
fires of jealousy, strife, and hatred? Mean man! 
Shameful violator of all good faith, and unnatural 
murderer of thine own children's peace ! 

" Jacob loved Rachel." Ay, — and Rachel 
should have been the wife of Jacob, — and she 
alone. He sought no other, — wished no other; 
and had he been permitted to wed freely the one 
he loved, their happiness had vied with that of 
Isaac and Rebecca, and the dignity of their union 
should have equaled that of Abraham and Sarah. 
Rachel would have been equally beautiful, and 
more excellent, as well as more honorable and 
happy ; and the companion of her childhood and 
youth had never become an object of envy, nor 
ever ceased to be a sister. Meanwhile, the God 
of providence would have provided well for Leah ; 
and He who, when she was neglected by her hus- 
band, "looked upon her affliction," would have 
led her to a better happiness than that to which 
she was clandestinely conducted, on the sad night 
of Jacob's deception. 

Well, peace to the memory of Leah, the less 
beloved ! The shadows of melancholy that gather 
over her history are yet strongly tinged with 
beauty. The sympathies of a hundred genera- 
tions linger around her name. More truly than 
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of any other one, may ,be it be said of her, that 
she was " a mother in Israel." None with a 
purer and louder song gave praise unto God. One- 
haff of " the twelve patriarchs " were bom of her ; 
whiie from one of her sons, as concerning the 
flesh, the Messiah came, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. When, on the last day of time, 
the trump of God shall agitate the sacred dust of 
Machpelah, the form of Leah shall be seen rising 
in glory, side by side with those of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; and in the arrangements of 
Heaven, she shall take her place among the 
" daughters who have done virtuously." 

Nor must we wrong Rachel, the beloved and 
beautiful. She evinced, it is true, that she was 
not an angel of light. There were faults — de- 
cided faults, in her character ; and who of her sex 
would not have betrayed some of them, if placed 
in similar relations? Did she not know, that/o;- 
her it was that Iier husband toiled through those 
seven years, which seemed so brief for the love 
he bore her? Did she not know that Jacob 
sought for her, and for no other ; that he had de- 
signed no other companion of his life ? And was 
it then so strange, that she should count her own 
a prior and a stronger claim to him who had pre- 
ferred her ? Thus, had she not even aggravated 
inducements to dissatisfaction, jealousy, and envy ? 
Let us, then, accord to her the benefit of such 
palliations. Let us remember her as human, and, 
therefore, more or less imperfect. At the same 
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time, we will contemplate her as the beloved of 
Jacoh, and as one who was heard and honored of 
God. Let us rejoice in her joy, as she became 
the mother of the illustrious Joseph. Let us weep 
for her grief, as, at the birth of Benjamin, she ex- 
claimed, in dying, " Child of my sorrow !" " Child 
of my right hand!" responded the heart-broken 
father, as ho loved him then, and always — cloved 
him most tenderly, for the sake of her that bare 
him. Let us note where she died, and lies buried ; 
the spot of all the earth which she might select 
where to lay aside her mortal vestments — ^where 
Christ, Ihe promised Seed, should first appear, and 
within hearing of the accompanying hosannas 
from eternity — the first and last song from angel 
voices, falling on the ears of mortal men. There 
Jacob left the faded form of his beloved Rache! — 
the tear of her last sorrow still moistening her 
brow, as he laid her away in the chambers of 
darkness. Long aftei*wards — and when the in- 
fants of Bethlehem were bleeding and dying — the 
voice of inspiration, with matchless fehcity, and 
in the poetry of heaven, sung of her as rousing 
from her long sleep, to listen to the mournful 
tragedy, and weeping yet again ! — weeping for 
her slaughtered children, and refusing to be com- 
forted ! 

Rachel ! When He shall come the second time, 
to gather all his chosen ones, and wipe away their 
tears forever, thou shall be there ! 
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f jifminji's iflDgjittr. 

Pharaoh's daughter will always be an object of 
interest among the female characters of the Holy 
Scriptures. The great Jewish historian, and the 
Jewish Targums and doctors, generally assign to 
her the name of Tkermuthis. She was the daugh- 
ter of that stupid and wicked prince then reigning 
in Egypt, who, in order to the depression and 
utter subjugation of the enslaved Israelites, im^ 
posed the additional burdens upon that unfortu- 
nate people, and issued orders for the murder, at 
their birth, of ali their male children. Let us 
discern here, in passing, one of those singular pro- 
vidences, by which God often causes wicked men 
to fight against themselves, and, while they ima- 
gine they are dealing utter destruction upon 
others, are only driving the blade of ruin deeply 
and fatally into their own vitals. Pharaoh orders 
the destruction of the male infants. The infant 
of Jochebed is consequently exposed in the ark of 
bulrushes. The daughter of the murderer him- 
self discovers the child. He thus becomes her 
adopted son, and receives an education suited to 
an Egyptian prince, and becomes specially quali- 
fied to act, in the sequel, as God's agent in the 
utter overthrow of the power that sought to de- 
stroy him and his nation. When will men iearn 
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the absurdity of unrighteousness ! Pharaoh may 
contrive and counsel ; yel God has him in hand 
all the while, and will make him a mere illustra- 
tion of the Divine power and skill, that will cause 
every blow of the tyrant to come down upon his 
own pate, and lay him prostrate at last, amid the 
crushings of remediless ruin. 

What was the character of Pharaoh's daughter, 
we are not permitted to know with definiteness. 
That she partook, more or less, of the diabolical 
disposition of her father, we are not informed, 
and need not infer. It is pleasant to perceive 
that no evil thing is recorded of her. If she had 
faults, the pen of inspiration has kindly spared 
them ; while most that is written, exhibits her 
under aspects such as any princess of this world 
might covet. There are innocence and beauty 
in all the part she plays in the early history of 
Israel's great lawgiver. We follow her with deep 
interest, as, in company with her maidens, she 
roams, that day, along the banks of the Nile. We 
watch her, as her attention becomes arrested by 
the unusual object among the reeds at the river's 
brink. We almost hear her voice, as she gives 
directions to one of her attendants to bring it 
up upon the bank. We mark her graceful move- 
ments, as she cautiously lays open the secret 
treasure — and partake of her interest as, with 
sudden astonishment, she looks down upon that 
sobbing, yet beautiful boy. We love her for the 
; compassion of her heart, as she gazed 
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Upon that exposed, and homeless, and ( 
infant, — and for the kiss of affection which, doubt- 
less, touched that moment the lips of the weeping. 
We love her the more deeply, as wo hear her ex- 
claim, " Of the Hebrews' children this !" He is 
one of those innocent, yet proscribed babes, doom- 
ed, by her father, to yield up the breath they have 
just received. But goodness and pity still linger 
within the halls of the murderous Pharaoh ; and 
where there are blood, and shrieks, and dying 
cries, may be heard, swelling above the murmur- 
ings of despair, one voice so beautiful as though a 
seraph whispered. A sister's watchful eyes, as 
was meet, were upon the scene of the discovery. 
" Shall I run for a nuise from the Hebrews ?" she 
asks of the noble princess.' "Run!" responds 
that sprightly and compassionate voice ; while, as 
the nurse and mother comes, it adds, " Take this 
boy away, and nurse him for me." Thus, there 
is life instead of death, — and great joy, rather 
than the mourning and weeping which will not 
be comforted. 

A fairer day than that never before arose over 
the daughter of Pharaoh. A finer sport had 
never awaited her, amid her rambles and re- 
joicings by that noble stream. Never before had 
she so triumphantly played the part of angels, as 
sung, long afterward, by the " sweet psalmist of 
Israel." An unseen Hand was near her — giving 
her charge over the future " man of God," to keep 
him in all his ways — drawing him out of many 
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waters — bearing him up in her hands — and bring- 
ing him forth into a large place. And if the 
infant Moses was a type of the infant Jesus — and 
if the murdered innocents of Egypt foreshadowed 
those at Bethlehem — and if the bloody Herod an- 
swered back to hateful Pharaoh, as deep calleth 
unto deep — then what beauteous being, whisper- 
ing amid the dreams of Mary's husband, echoed 
the voice of her who, in the ears of Moses's mo- 
ther, uttered, " Take this child away !" 

And the child was taken away — taken from 
death, like the virgin's babe — and grew and 
flourished till he came again into the presence of 
his illustrious protectress, and became the son of 
her adoption. She it was who gave to him the 
name so greatly distinguished on earth, and has 
long since been written in the book of life ; and 
will be often named with holy admiration among 
the circles of immortality. Nor was she neglect- 
ful of the interesting charge which she had under- 
taken. As she commenced in good faith, so she 
continued the steadfast friend — the kind benefac- 
tress — the munificent and devoted mother. She 
withheld no privileges of mental or physical dis- 
cipline — no books or tutors — nor any means avail- 
able to the Egyptian court, for his education and 
greatness. Nor were her attentions and efforts 
unsuccessful ; for her son became learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians, and mighty in words 
and deeds. 

Nor am I able to discern, with some, so abmid- 
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ant reproach upon the patroness of Moses, spring- 
ing from the fact of his declining, on coming to 
age, the honor which she had generously proffered 
him — the honor of being her own son, and inhe- 
riting all the privileges incident to such a distin- 
guished relation. By that faith, of which he was 
one of the bright examples, he chose to identify 
himself with his own people and the people of 
God ; and that, too, notwithstanding all their deep 
afflictions. To become an Egyptian, and an 
Egyptian prince, with a prospect even of the 
throne of Pharaoh — might be highly conducive to 
his happiness as a worldly man ; but a greater 
prize was in his eye, and he aspired after the re- 
wards of eternity. 

All this speaks nothing very severe against her 
who, next to his own parents, had been his best 
earthly friend. It only tells of his resigning his 
earthly prospects, which were of a most auspicious 
character, that he might secure the better and 
more enduring substance. How this decision of 
Moses affected her who had befriended him— or 
whether she survived to witness such a step on 
bis part, the record is silent. Utter darkness here 
settles down upon the history of this distinguished 
princess. For a brief space she appears upon the 
stage — assumes a part f su p 'ng ' — 

performs with exceeding p pn y d d y — 
gives utterance to music 11 h Id, 

and whose echoings will d ! h - 

nity," — then retires sudd nly nd A 
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vision of awful judgments soon succeeds ; there 
are lightnings, and tempests, and bloody spectres, 
and dashing floods ; yet " Pharaoh's daughter " is 
away, and there is no light ! — none save the glim- 
merings reflected from a life whose visible points 
were only beautiful. There is somewhere living 
a suspicion, that the early friend and benefactress 
of Moses never witnessed the dread disasters 
which, through his awful mediation, swept, in 
after time, over her devoted country. Who shall 
say that she was not taken away from the evil to 
come ? And, lingering in my thoughts, with the 
fullness of her native pity and generosity — with the 
fact that she was the providential agent of pre- 
serving, rearing, and educating a great "prince in 
Israel," — and the possible and probable influence 
exerted upon her mind and heart by the example 
of the son of her adoption, — and suck a son, — who 
shall forbid me from gathering up, though trem- 
blingly, the welcome conclusion that, if not before, 
yet when the death-shades drew over her, like the 
darkness where the infant Moses was cradled, 
one of the Beatitudes of eternal goodness came 
where she lay, — broke in upon her darkness, and 
sung in the ear of her departing spirit, "Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." 
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Mititim. 

It would be wrong to omit Miriam in these brief 
notices of the women of the Bible. We cannot 
help regarding her with reverence, not only as 
being the sister of the great Moses, but the first 
prophetess of whom we have any record. She 
could not have bei-n le'^s than ten years the senzoi 
of Moses imsmnch aa she wa'! doubfless the sis 
ter th-it watched him when exposed in the irk of 
bulrushes and aided so matenallj in cairying out 
the stratagem for his preuervation Attei this 
we heai no moie of Miriam until just after the 
Exodus and amid the festivities ind lejoicings 
consequent upon the escape of the Israelites and 
the destruction of then enemies and puisueii m 
the Red Se'i ^.t this time ''be must have been 
at least ninety yeais of age and of course was 
venerable for ^eais as well as for the position she 
held as asoociated wilh her two biethrei. in the 
leadeiship of Israel That such was her official 
rehtion seems hinted by the sceneri of the le 
joicmgs dieidy alluded to For while Moses led 
the gieat chorus of the sons of Israel m the song 
cf tiiumph o\ei Phaiioh — Miri-im on the other 
hand at the head of all the w omun with timbrels 
and dances answered back the glad notes, of 
praise unto God, And while the Psalmist pre- 
sents the people of God as led, like a flock, by the 
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hand of Moses and Aaron — regarding them as the 
principal leaders — the prophet Micah adds Miriam, 
by name, to her two brothers, as being associated 
with them in this great commission. We may 
recognize an entire fitness in such an arrange- 
ment, and especially as connected with Eastern 
customs, relative to the separation of the two 
sexes in their assemblies, joined, also, in the case 
of the Israelites, with their itinerating position. 
As a prophetess, she doubtless instructed the fe- 
male portion of the community, as her brothers 
instructed their own sex, — while the record of the 
difficulty at Hazeroth seems to afford additional 
proof of their joint, though not equal, participation 
in leading and teaching the people, 

From this view, it seems fair to assign to Mi- 
riam a very elevated place among the women 
whose names appear upon the inspired page. An 
elder and only sister of two of the most distin- 
guished and honored of all men — herself partaking 
with them of the prophetic illumination — and 
bearing so important a part as leader of the women 
of Israel, not only in their songs and rejoicings, 
but also as a divinely- appointed instructress — she 
deserves a place in our thoughts, in sacred asso- 
ciation with her illustrious brothers. If we assign 
to Moses the mediatorship of the great legal dis- 
pensation, — and to Aaron the first place in the 
Leviticat priesthood, — so also to Miriam we are 
to accord the honor of being the earliest of the 
recorded prophetesses, as well as the most distin- 
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guished of all the daughters that danced in triumph 
over the spoihng of their Egyptian foes. 

Yet a shade appears upon the fair fame of Mi- 
riam, She evinces to us that, with all her advan- 
tages and dignity, she is but human, and subject 
to human frailties. 

In common with her brother Aaron, she appears 
not to have fancied the wife of Moses — her whom 
he had married in Midian, and whom he had re- 
turned, for a season, to her father, previously to 
the judgments that fell upon Egypt. During the 
stay of the Israelites in the vicinity of Sinai, Zip- 
porali returned to her husband, accompanied by 
her father and her two sons. This was, probably, 
the first mteiview between the istei and wife of 
Mose« and «horth -ittei an e the difficult} 
whose lesults uere so iHimmg -^nd so dnrepu 
table to ftliinm We are taught that -^he in con 
nection Mith Aaron found fault with Moses by 
reason of his alliince with a woman of another 
nation while their displeasure on this account 
very oatuiallj associated itself with envy at his 
pre eminence as i piophet of Gc 1 Phiis dis 
pleasure and envy broke forth into bitter words 
and dark questionings between Miriam and Aaron, 
touching their brother. Lord, what is man — or 
what is woman ! Had they not seen the great 
distinction which God had so obviously given to 
their brother? Had they forgotten the awful 
judgments of Egypt, and the part he acted in 
those frightful manifestations ? Had not the thun- 
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ders of Sinai just ceased — voices so terrible, that 
tliose wlio heard them entreated that they might 
hear them no more ? Was not the pillar of 
cloud and fire suspended with unearthly sublimity 
over the encampment ? Needed they to be re- 
minded that Moses was the appointed agent in 
these great movements, and the presiding genius 
amid this strange scenery ? Must those great and 
distinguished personages suddenly receive a public 
and terrible admonition? Must God come down 
— and Aaron and Miriam be called forth, and in- 
structed by special communication, as to the 
position of their brother, and his universal faith- 
fulness — and reminded that he was the one, such 
as there was no other ; to whom the Lord spake 
face to face, and mouth to mouth ? With amaz- 
ing emphasis, therefore, must the question have 
come home : " Why, then, were ye not afraid to 
speak against my servant Moses?" And there 
was the kindling of God's anger — and his depart- 
ure — and the uplifting of the cloud from the taber- 
nacle ; and lo ! the great prophetess — the most 
eminent of her sex through all that assembled na- 
tion — Miriam — ^poor Miriam, was a leper ! " Heal 
her now, 1 beseech thee," cried the injured bro- 
ther ; and his was a prayer that almost always 
was greatly availing with God. She was healed, 
though doomed to a temporary exclusion from the 
camp ; and seven days all Israel wailed for Mi- 
riam amid the wilds of Hazeroth. 

Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
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lest he fall! Amid exaltation or depression— 
proaperity or adversity — how wise, how necessary 
to guard our spirit, and set a watch upon the door 
oi our lips, lest, in an evil hour, Satan shall gain 
an advantage over us. The blemish of Miriam 
should instruct every one — her own sex especially 
' — to speak advisedly — to repress the earliest 
risings of vanity or impure ambition — to look 
well — each one — to her own ways ; and, in a 
quiet and contented spirit, ftilfill, with dignity and 
pleasure, the appropriate duties of her own sphere 
of action. Providence and revelation both have 
assigned their respective places to man and to 
woman, and all attempts at interference, the one 
with the other's special province of action, will 
infallibly insure the contempt of all enlightened 
spectators, and the displeasure of Him who rules 
that every one move " in his own order." 

After the events above referred to, we hear 
little of Miriam. She survived to the great age 
of, at least, one hundred and thirty years ; and 
when the congregation of Israel, after long wan- 
derings, came to Kadesh, there they buried, pre- 
sently, the distinguished and only sister of Moses 
and Aaron. Her aged brothers followed her in 
haste. Aaron slept on Mount Hor, about four 
months after the death of Miriam at Kadesh ; — 
and just twelve months after her death, the nation 
of Israel were passing over Jordan, — and Moses, 
of course, was absent ! From the heights of Pis- 
gah he had seen tlie pledged inheritance stretching 
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far away to " the utmost sea." Afterwards the 
great Moses died, and his funeral was singular 
and awful — God buried him ; — and his tomb is — 
somewhere ! 

Thus, within one brief year, died those illus- 
trious three. So passes the glory of the world. 
And in such a year ! Those tedious wanderings, 
and wearisome sojoumings, that consumed so 
many of their precious days, were almost fin- 
ished. Mysterious and awful providences had 
walked, lite the footsteps of God, amid their latter 
years. Might not the clouds at last retire — and 
the thunderings die away — and, reposing their 
weary forms upon some green spot over amid 
those promised fields, might they not be permitted 
to see their sun sink cloudlessly to its setting — 
and, with their trembling feet to tread, if but once, 
the land promised to the ancient three, and where 
they lay buried ? 

Hush, every murmur! He doeth all things 
well. Weep not for the hour when the aged 
righteous pass away to heaven. 

" Farewell, conflicting hopes and fears, 

Where lights and shades alternate dwell ; 

How bright the unchanging mom appears I 

Farewell, inconstant world, farewell !" 
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We would fain give a passing tribute to her who 
was wife of the great Moses. But few words are 
said of her in the sacred record ; and the holy 
man, who was commissioned to write of others, 
seems to have been directed to pen but a line or 
two of the companion of his life, and the mother 
of his children. 

The history of Moses' marriage bears a striking 
resemblance to that of his great ancestor, Jacob. 
As at forty years of age the latter was compelled 
to flee for his life from his native country, so 
Moses also, at the same age, and for the same ob- 
ject. As the one, in his pilgrimage, found, after 
long wanderings, a shepherdess, and helped to 
water her flock, and received the hospitalities of 
her father's house — so did the other. As, in the 
one instance, the fair shepherdess became the wife 
of the stranger, so in the other. And as, in the 
case of the more ancient pair, the good providence 
of God may have seemed to design the meeting 
and the alliance, may we not suppose that the 
same wise direction was concerned in the union 
of Moses and the Ethiopian maid ? This great 
man, possessed of extensive learning and rare ca- 
pacities — and a prince in the matter of his educa- 
tion and accomplishments, was not the one to 
contract a hasty and injudicious alliance ; and it 
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may be safely inferred, that the woman of his 
choice was more tlian ordinary in respect to her 
character and abiHti*, It will not be forgotten 
that she was the daughter of no ordmaiy man — 
one who was capable, by his great wisdom, of 
advising and instructing his son-in-law concerning 
the government of the Israelites, and whose in- 
structions were respected and followed, to the 
great relief and benefit, both of Moses and the 
numerous people under his charge. Nor will it 
be forgotten that this same man, so much respect- 
ed by Moses, was a man of God. Being a de- 
scendant of Abraham by Keturah, he retained 
the knowledge of the trae God, so specially and 
abundantly given to his illustrious ancestor ; and 
knew how, at once, on hearing of the IHvine 
goodness to his son-in-law and the Israelites, to 
bless the Lord who had delivered them from the 
Egyptians — while, in his character of priest, he 
offered up burnt- offerings and sacrifices in praise 
of Him whom he knew to be greater than all 
gods. 

Regarding, therefore, on the one hand, the cha- 
racter and capacity of her venerable father, — and 
those, on the other hand, of the man who selected 
her as his companion and wife — we may, amid 
the silence of inspiration on the subject, infer fitr 
Zipporah an elevated place among women. And 
if but little is said or hinted of her excellences on 
the holy page, who shall say but the very fact of 
her relation to him iiho, by the Holy Ghost. \Yas 
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moved to write that page, may, in part, if not in 
whole, explain the omission ? We have seen her 
in her jouth a shepherdess, with her sisters, super- 
intending their father's flock. On the arrival of 
Moses from Egypt, she, with the approbation of 
her father, became the wife of the exile, and the 
mother of two sons. When her husband receiv- 
ed the Divine commission to return to Egypt, she, 
together with her children, accompanied him. 
The extraordinary incident related of their jour- 
ney has been thought to reflect, more or less, upon 
the character of Zipporah. Yet our judgment 
should be kind touching a matter that is confess- 
edly mysterious. Moses, a circumcised Israelite, 
would naturally desire to distinguish, by the rite 
of his nation, his own sons. His wife was of an- 
other family and nation, where the same rite was 
probably not observed. Under these circum- 
stances, there might easily arise a strong objection 
to the bloody ceremony, as performed upon her 
children. To her' influence the meek and gentle 
Moses may be supposed to have yielded, until God 
met him, and convinced him that further delay 
would be fatal. And when, under these stringent 
circumstances, she at last yielded, it may have 
been — it seems to have'been — with an accompa- 
nying reproach against her husband, while an 
unbecoming gesture attended an unbecoming re- 
flection upon his character as a husband and a 
man of goodness. 

Whether it wns from the above-named incident. 
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or in view of the solemn mission whichj in con- 
nection with his brother, he was about to fulfill in 
Egypt ; or whether it was from some other cause, 
that Moses directed Zipporah's temporary return, 
with their sons, to Midian, seems not to be well 
understood. She returned to her father, and re- 
mained with him during the dreadful judgments 
upon Pharaoh and his people — and until the arri- 
val of her husband and the Israelites in the 
vicinity of Mount Sinai. Her father then ac- 
companied her and her sons, as she came to join 
her husband in the wilderness, and to identify 
herself and her children with the fortunes of Mo- 
ses and the nation of Israel. The meeting of 
Moses and Jethro, and the mutual greetings, com- 
munications, and rejoicings that followed, amply 
testify the pleasure of both parties on the occa- 
sion, and apeak much for the mutual esteem and 
affection between the man of God and his beloved 
family. 

And if such was the state of affairs, then should 
all parties have been satisfied ; and he who was 
laden down with the multiplied cares of his most 
arduous station, ought to have been left unmo- 
lested to partake of the consolations thus provi 
dentially proffered him, in the return and presence 
of his domestic circle. Not so thought Miriam 
and Aaron. They had previously only heard of 
their brother's wife ; but now, upon her arrival in 
the camp — a stranger from another country than 
theirs — they complain of Moses because of " the 
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Ethiopian woman " whom he had seen fit to wed. 
Alas for us, when we venture a reproach against 
him whom the Lord loves and approves ! Who- 
soever touches such a one, touches the apple of 
God's eye. Such was the hapless position of her 
who should have shown herself the sister, rather 
than the reprover, of Moses and his wife ; and 
thus did she incur the condemnation of those who 
take up a reproach against the innocent. 

Here closes the scene. He who wrote of the 
death and burial of Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel, 
was restrained from recording the sickness and 
decease of his beloved Zipporah ; — while of her 
sepulchre may it be said, as truly as of that of her 
illustrious husband, "no man knoweth where it is 
until this day." 



3Eplit|iali's ©ttttglltn. 

Two months of her history comprise ail that we 
certainly know of the daughter of Jephthah. She 
is first introduced to us when grown up to youth, 
and as being the only child of her father. What 
remains of the account is in connection with the 
rash vow of her parent, — of which the disastrous 
influence fell with all its weight upon his beauti- 
ful and unfortunate child. 

Jephthah, leading the host of Israel against the 
Ammonites, made a vow to the Lord, of which 
the following is the authorized translation: — 
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" If thou shall, without fail, deliver the children 
of Ammon into my hands, then it shall he that 
whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my 
house to meet ine when I return in peace from 
the children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's ; 
and I will offer it up for a burnt- offering." 

We can hardly wonder that many, and even 
some learned commentators, understood from this 
vow, and the sequel, that the daughter of Jephthah, 
who happened to be the one that " eame forth of 
the doors " to meet her father on hts return, was 
actually slain by him after the manner of burnt- 
offerings. It is pleasant, however, to meditate, 
that there are strong, if not irresistible, reasons 
against such a melancholy view. These reasons 
may be summed up as follows : 

Every scholar knows that the Hebrew copula- 
tive is often disjunctvoe also; — especially incase 
of repetition, as here. Hence, the true reading 
may be, and doubtless is, " Whatever cometh 
forth of the doors of my house — either shall be 
the Lord's, or I will offer it up for a burnt-of- 
fering." 

The sacrifice of children to Moloch was ever 
an abomination to the Lord. Of course such a 
sacrifice to the Lord must have been a still great- 
er abomination in his sight, — an abomination for 
which there is no precedent or example. The 
sacrifice of Isaac was never actually made, nor 
was it ever intended on the part of God. 

No father had power to put his child to death, 
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as obvious from Deut. xxi, 18-21. King Saul 
himself was forcibly restrained from slaughtering 
his son Jonathan, in fulfillment of a vow which he 
had made. 

To kill an innocent person was directly forbid- 
den by the law of God ; — and, on the hypothesis 
that Jephthah was a righteous man, he would not 
deliberately commit a great crime, for the sake of 
fulfilling a rash and unjustifiable vow. 

Two entire months elapsed after his return, be- 
fore he fulfilled his vow. Of course, there was 
ample time for' consideration and a correct deci- 
sion, even had he, at first, designed the death of 
his daughter. 

The vow, and the intended fulfillment, together 
with the time, were ail public ; nor is it rational 
to suppose that so revolting a tragedy as the de- 
struction of his only child would be tolerated by 
the people. There was the fullest opportunity for 
interference, and such interference would have 
actually taken place, as not long afterward for the 
rescue of Jonathan, 

These considerations appear sufficiently con- 
clusive, tliat Jephthah never shed the blood of his 
daughter ; — while the sequel of the story seems 
entirely confirmatory of this view. At the end 
of l;WO months, she returned from her wanderings 
in the mountains of Gilead, to afford her father an 
opportunity for the fulfillment of his vow; "and 
he did witli her according to his vow." That is, 
she became the Lord's, and consecrated to him, 
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like the thirty-two virgins wliich were the Lord's 
portion of the Midianitish captives, and who aided 
to keep charge of the tabernacle of the Lord. 
Num. xsxi, 31-41. 

Eminent beauty is apparent in the character 
of Jephthah's daughter. We are delighted with 
hev first appearance. Her victorious father has 
arrived in the vicinity, having subdued the ene- 
mies of his country, and is come to Mizpeh, where 
is the seat of his residence. Of course, there are 
great rejoicings. Thousands are abroad to greet 
the "mighty man of valor" as he approaches. 
Meanwhile, there is one whose soul swells in rap- 
turous sympathy with the festivities of that day. 
Yet she is not overcome by the excitement. 
There is no ungraceful haste or exposure. With 
deHghtful modesty, propriety, and dignity, she 
tarries for her father in her father's house, — tarries 
till he comes. Then, as was meet, she makes her 
appearance. She has waited till the exact mo- 
ment, concealed, as we would prefer, from the 
confused crowd. Nor yet has she waited in idle- 
ness or indifference. A select company of -her 
associates are there, and all are arranged in be 
coming dress, and their instruments of mu'iic are 
in their hands. The father appears and the 
daughter comes out to meet him with timbieU 
and dances. Thus, long before, did Miriam ind 
the women of Israel, when the "horse and hi& 
rider were thrown into the sea." Thui long 
afterwards, was the victorious David gieeted is 
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from many a city, with singing and dancing, and 
instruments of music, the daughters of Israel 
chanted in his ear their joyous salutations. 

But here ends, alas ! the gladness and glory of 
the festival of Mizpeh. The sprightly notes of 
the timbrel, and the brilliant voices of the maid- 
ens of Gilead, and the shouts of the gathered 
crowds — all suddenly die away on the ear ; and 
there is deep lamentation, and rending of gar- 
ments — and the mighty man is brought low — ^very 
low; and the beautiful child — the only one — be- 
comes " one of hie troubles " — the innocent occa- 
sion of sore and boundless grief. "Alas, my 
daughter!" ay; and alas f<:ff ten thousand deli- 
cious hopes of this strange world ! The greatest 
joy, they say, may all suddenly become trans- 
muted to the deepest sorrow ; and within the 
sweetest rose of the vale may be concealed a 
sting, the agony of whose piercings may long sur- 
vive the deceitful biossom we venture carelessly 
to touch. How striking the lesson of this day to 
the triumphant Jephthah ! How has a mysterious 
Providence bowed him to the dust! After this, 
will he ever again confide in terrestrial hopes? 
In the midst of prosperity, and joyful conquest, 
and, personal elevation, will he not walk softly — 
and cease to trust in a human arn\ — and lean 
upon the Strong alone ? 

But our sympathies linger not with the father 
alone. We think of her on whom the sad rever- 
ses of this day fall most fatally. We look with 
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iiJterisest interest to see what \viil be her bearing, 
as she passes beneath the mournful cloud. We 
listen to catch the words she will utter, as the 
darkness is already enshrouding her. As we 
wait, music, more beautiful by far than the notes 
of the timbrel, swells amid the gloom. " My fa- 
ther ! thou hast opened thy mouth to Jehovah — 
do to me accordingly, since thine enemies are 
conquered." Here we behold the child of deep 
and sweet simplicity. Here breathes the spirit of 
holy and sublime piety ; — the great God is recog- 
nized. There must be no lightness in his pre- 
sence — all vows and promises to him must be 
j'emembered, whatever be the present soitows 
they involve. Let him be honored, though our 
poor name be heard no longer among the thou- 
sands of Israel. Here glow the charms of 61ial 
obedience. There is no rebeliion— no resistance 
— no displeasure — no murmur. The response of 
those lips breathed but the soft notes of submis- 
sion and cheerful acquiescence. Here — even in 
the midst of the fires — swells the voice of hea- 
venly gratitude. " Pay thy vows, my father ; for 
the Lord hath avenged thee of thy enemies I Let 
my worldly prospects be sacrificed, if such a 
sacrifice shall praise Him who hath helped us." 

After the two months upon the mountains of 
Gilead, the child of Jephthah returned to iier 
father, who " did with her according to his vow." 
She was not a " mother in Israel ;" but she was 
one of Israel's fairest, loveliest daughters. If, in 
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her life, she walked solitary— and lover and friend 
were put far from her — and joyous children arose 
not up to call her blessed, — yet did the Lord take 
her up, and revealed her beauty to the eyes of all 
after generations, who will forever count her 
among the daughters that are " as corner-stones — 
pohshed after the simihtude of a palace." 



SEltntiiji antt Sui. 

Deborah was a prophetess, and one of the line of 
Judges that presided over the people, from the 
days of Joshua and the elders that survived him, 
to the establishment of the regal government un- 
der Saui. She was wife of Lapidotli, and her 
residence was beneath a palm-tree on Mount 
Ephraim, a few miles northerly from Jerusalem, 
V, hither the people of Israel resorted for judgment. 
In her time the Israelites were under bondage to 
Jabin, a poweiful king of northern Canaan, who, 
toi twenty years, was permitted, by a judicial 
Providence, to oppress them, on account of their 
idolatry and general wickedness. The time had 
come, however, for their deliverance ; and Debo- 
rah commanded Barak, her chief captain — then 
residing in the north — to summon from Zebulon 
and Naphtali, — the two tribes nearest in vicinity 
to the tyrant, Jabin, — a force of ten thousand men, 
and attack Sisera, his general ; — assuring him, by 
prophecy, of success and victory. The two ar- 
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mies met near the river Kishon, the farces of 
Sisera were completely routed, he himself, aban- 
doning his chariot, fled on foot for his life. His 
course lay toward the dominions of Jabin, and 
arriving in the vicinity of Kadesh, he is met by 
Jael, wife of Heber, who was professedly friendly 
to Jabin, She forthwith invites the fugitive ge- 
neral into iier tent — still professes friendship and 
peace — and proffers hospitality and concealment 
from his pursuers. Through excessive weariness, 
after bis long flight and great excitement, he pre- 
sently falls asleep ; when Jael, providing herself 
with a long tent-nail, or spike, with a mallet smites 
it through his temples, and pins hirn to the earth — 
a murdered man. Thus the oppression of Jabin 
over Israel was broken, and the land had rest from 
its enemies during forty years. 

Deborah was present with her general and army 
on the decisive day above noticed , — and her 
name is famous principally, perhaps, from the 
song she composed and sung in connection with 
Barak, on occasion of her brilliant victory over 
the king of Canaan. This song is highly distin- 
guished for sublimity and beauty, and takes rank 
with the highest style of poetry. It commences, 
as is meet, with praise to Jehovah, and ascribes 
to him all the prosperity of Israel, from their ear- 
liest deliverances down to the present triumph. 
The names of most of Israel's ranks are caught 
up in its sublime sweep, as it breathes reproach 
upon one, and praise upon another, according as 
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they severally lingered at their homes, or rallied 
against the mighty foe of their common country. 
The lofty muse of Deborah contemplates even the 
stars of heaven themselves as marshaling their 
shining ranks against the enemies of Israel, and 
the river of Kishon as being maddened into fury, 
and sweeping them away with swift destruction. 

But why, one may ask, breathes this song a 
blessing upon the murderer of Sisera? Her hus- 
band's house is at profound peace with Jabin, 
Sisera, in his flight from his conquerors, solicits 
refuge with Jael, as being not unfriendly to his 
master's cause. She meets him beyond her doors 
— invites him to her tent — quiets his fears — pro- 
vides a place of conceaSment — and ministers to 
his wants. Sisera, in his excessive weariness, 
presently sleeps, and in that slumber is killed by his 
pretended benefactress. What is this but mur- 
der — a^ravated murder — compassed by heartless, 
cruel treachery ? The character and deserts of 
Sisera are here out of the question. It may be 
easy to admit, that his measure of iniquity was 
full, and that his death, with all the baseness and 
cruelty of the accompanying circumstances, was 
justly due ; — yet there is no exculpation of Jael. 
We must write her a murderess, and such, we 
think, must be the verdict of every enlightened 
conscience. No one loves the name and memory 
of Jael. We think of her as a bloody woman. 
"Her mouth is smoother than oil, but her end 
is bitter as wormwood— sharp as a two-edged 
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sword." Her tent is stained with blood. The 
noise of slaughter and the shrieks of the dying 
are there. The winds of heaven moan as they 
breathe along the plains of Zaanaim. No inviting 
scenery allures the footstep. Beauty and inno- 
cence are absent — deceit, treachery, cruelty, laugh 
there, and the blows of the assassin are the music 
of the hateful sport. 

What, then, of the blessing? Is it from the 
Lord ? There is a cukse from him upon the one 
who does evil that good may come. Deceit and 
falsehood are ever an abomination 'in his sight. 
Then he had no approval for the shameless, heart- 
less Jael, nor does Deborah bless her from the 
Lord. No blessing falls to her as being good and 
righteous, — but as having uncommon courage 
rather, — as having a firmness of nerve sufficient 
to " put her hand to the nail, and her right hand 
to the workman's hammer," and smite. Such a 
species of daring was hers in an eminent degree, 
and " above women " in general. For this she is 
praised, and for nothing else ; and a similar com- 
mendation has been often appropriately given to 
characters who, like Jael, were among tlie de- 
formed and graceless of the world. 
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BeHUIj. 

Unhappy name! Will her sex pai'don me, thai I 
am obliged to write it among others that are so 
fragrant and pure ? Here all is shadow. There 
appears no redeeming feature. It is true, we may 
suspect hev to have been attractive in person, for 
a strong man bowed before her. But what is a 
comely exterior, where it covers naught save de- 
formity ? . What of the glowing colors of the 
poisonous serpent? Or what the variegated bril- 
liancy of the hateful leopard ? The heavenly 
pen sketched nothing good of Delilah. She was 
" a woman in the valley of Sorek." No ancestor 
or child of hers is named — her nation is unknown — 
her "valley," no one can point it out. " His roots 
shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his 
branch be cut oiF; — his remembrance shall perish 
from the earth, and he shall have no name in the 
street." 

Delilah was a shameless seducer. " And a man 
void of understanding, passing through the street 
near her corner, went the way to her house in the 
twilight — in the evening — in the black and dark 
night ; and there met him a woman, and with her 
much fair speech she caused him to yield — with 
the flattering of her lips she forced him. He 
_5oeth after her straightway as an ox goeth to the 
daughter, or as a fool to the correction of ihe 
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stocks, til] a dart strike through his liver, — as a 
bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it 
is for his life." 

She was a heartless deceiver. Feigning affec- 
tion for her lover, she, with unyielding pertinacity, 
sought his desolation and ruin. Her mouth was 
smoother than oil, but her end bitter as worm- 
wood—sharp as a two-edged sword. The de- 
ceived one — strangers were filled with his wealth, 
and his labors were in the house of a stranger, 
and he mourned at the last. 

She was disgustingly covetous. For money, 
she could readily dispense with every principle 
of righteousness or honor. Her own emolument 
and aggrandizement were instead of all goodness, 
purity, and love, " Entice him, and we will give 
thee silver," was a note sufficient for her ear, and 
to induce her, like the faithless reptile, to sting tlie 
bosom that cherished her. 

She was a foul traitress. She, like a certain 
other, betrayed with a kiss. She fondled the vic- 
tim she designed to immolate. Her eyes were as 
full of murder as of adultery. Like a certain 
horrid idol of heathenism, she pretended to em- 
brace most affectionately, yet, as her arms enfold- 
ed the hapless object, he was pierced by a hundred 
concealed and deadly blades. She cast down the 
wounded — a strong man was slain by her. Her 
house was the way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death. 

Such was Delilah, the infamous. Furnished 
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she not a portion of the materials, when the wiso 
man drew his picture of " The Strange Woman ?" 
Let us weep for the frjghtfulness of the serpent. 
Sin, alas, how mournful and sicltening is its as- 
pect ! With what horror we contemplate the 
near approach to which it advances us toward 
the character of the utterly wiclted and lost! O! 
how it has defaced and spoiled the fair image of 
angelic goodness and beauty I Be there eternal 
praises to Him whose " grace much more abounds !" 



JInnrai. 

We emerge again, suddenly, into fairer regions, 
where, away from scenes of darkness and deceit — 
of impurity and death, more graceful forma come 
forth to greet us, and lovelier airs breathe over the 
landscape, and heavenly Virtue, as the presiding 
genius, waves her golden sceptre. 

Naomi was the wife of Elimelech, a citizen of 
Bethlehem, and who lived in the time of the 
Judges. There being a famine in Judea, he, with 
his family, consisting of his wife, Naomi, and 
their two sons, emigrated to the country of Moab. 
Elimelech died shortly after his removal; and 
within ab n ea he sons, who had married 

in Moab, h h f h n also died. Thus Naomi 
the mothe nd Ih daughters-in-law, named 

Orpah and Ru h b e widows. Under these 
melancholj cum an s, Naomi, having learned 
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that abundance had succeeded to famine in her 
native country, determined to return thither, and 
spend her remaining days with her kindred. The 
famiiy commenced the journey iccordm^lj Be 
foie ( joceedmg fai howevei ^aomi addie smg 
her daughters ni law \eiy iffectmgly advised 
and even entieated them both to return to their 
former homes — e\pUmmg to them m the most 
faithful mannei how diseouiaging weie their 
prospects bj lemaining with her and accompany 
ing her to i foiei^n land Oipah — though with 
great leluctance and with raanv tears — gave t 
her mothei the kiss of adieu ai d returned home 
Ruth however could not le ptisuaded to leave 
her widowed and aged lelative, and attended hei 
to Bethlehem, where a peaceful evening closed up 
the stormy day of life that had passed over the 
bereaved and desolate Naomi. 

The history impresses us with deep and affect- 
ing interest. Viewing her, as her husband and 
sons are buried, and herself alone in that distant 
and gentile land, there rises a fit picture for all 
bereaved spirits to contemplate. And let them 
recall lo mind, meanwhile, that their own is not 
the firat, and probably not the deepest sorrow that 
has struck and broken the human heart. How 
true to nature are the sighings of this lone widow 
to tread, once more, her native soil ! The dear- 
est objects of her love are removed from her 
sight ; — she would fain go home, that she may die 
with their kindred and hers. Though the record 
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is silent here, yet is it too much to imagine, that 
ere she ■' went forth out of the place where she 
was," she lingered long and sadiy over those three 
graves ; and as she remembered other and happier 
years, and forms that were beauty and gtory to 
her eye, she knew, in that dark hour, all the bitter- 
ness of grief ? Teai-ing herself away at last, and 
turning her face toward her fatherland, and jour- 
neying wearily and heavily, and pondering — as 
she went — her present desolation, and all the hope- 
lessness shadowing the future — she pauses in the 
way ; and now opens a scene which, in mournful 
tenderness—in deep and touching pathos, has 
been surpassed by few that-have ever appealed to 
liuman sympathies. Why should she involve 
others in her own hard and cheerless destiny ? 
Since joy might yet remain to her daughters, 
though none to her, why should she wish their 
desolation to be added to hers, and lead them 
away from their kindred, to die with her in wi- 
dowhood and tears ? Here generosity and grief 
become beautifully blended. Here rises a spec- 
tacle of profoundest sorrow, accompanied, how- 
ever, with the coolest and tenderestcoBsideration, 
Desolate grief, and prudent and disinterested coun- 
sel, here form a union as charming to contempla- 
tion, as it is honorable to humanity. "Go," said 
Naomi to her daughters, " return each to her 
mother's house ; and the Lord deal kindly with 
you, as ye have dealt with the dead and with me !" 
She submits — nav, desires to be left alone. Her 
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only friends in that strange land are permitted to 
go their own way. She would mourn apart. A 
mother's house, with its varied consolations, is 
theirs ; hut father and mother have forsaken her, 
and lover and friend are hidden from her. The 
■widowed three have been as one hitherto, — their 
interests, — their toils and sorrows were hlended. 
The mother asks now that the union, though af- 
fectionate and cordial, shall he dissolved, and their 
destinies be henceforth separate. She would be 
left with the dead — and begs the young to return 
to the living, and foi^et the alliance which, though 
pleasant when in being, yet now has passed for- 
ever away. " Deal kindly with you, as you — with 
the dead and with me !" Interests two — separate — 
divided ) Alas, what was the pang of that bitter 
moment, as it rent to utter bleeding that poor 
widow's heart ! Will she bear up to add yet an- 
other prayer ? " The Lord grant you to find rest, 
each in her husband's house !" For them new 
alliances and brighter days were probable, wherein 
the griefs of the past would rise on the eye as 
distant and flitting shadows, while soft and cheer- 
ing sunshine should play around the present. Not 
so with her. No " husband's house ""tfiwaited her 
more. For her no green spot arose in^^rospect — 
there would be no smile to light on herV-no arm 
would be reached forth to her in her weariness, 
and when she should " find rest," it would be that 
of the tomb. As she prints the farewell -kiss, 
" We win return with thee !" respond tjie weep- 
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ing children. " Turn again, my daughters ! Why 
will ye go with me ? With me all is desolation — 
there are no more husbands — no more pleasant 
homes. As the fig-tree alone in the desert, scathed 
of the lightning, and withered and fruitless — so is 
your sorrowful mother. It grieveth me much, for 
your sakes, that tiie hand of the Lord hath gone 
out against me." Again the voice of bitter 
weeping bursts upon the ear — the parting kiss of 
Orpah is given, and the next moment she disap- 
pears forever. " Return after thy sister !" The 
command is vain. Another destiny awaits the 
devoted Ruth, and the younger and the more aged 
widow pass, hand in hand, toward Judea. 

One day, there is an unusual excitement in 
Bethlehem. Two lonely women, arriving from 
another country, in weariness and sadness, enter 
the quiet city. The name of Naomi is whisper- 
ed from house to house, and rumors and inquiries 
pass rapidly from circle to circle. It is long since, 
with her husband, strong in his ripened manhood, 
and her sons, sprightly in youthful vigor and hope, 
she sought a distant and gentile home. Since 
then, there is no intelligence- Have they, at last, 
returned ? " Is this Naomi ?" She treads the 
saored dust where beloved forms once moved in 
beauty, but are now passed away. Perchance 
she seeks tho very mansion, and reclines mourn- 
fully in those same apartments where her departed 
husband was wont to "bless his house," and 
whence, in happier years, the morning and even- 



iLvGooglf 



70 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 

ing orisons went up to heaven. As she looks, 
and meditates, and remembers — the wormwood 
and the gali are renewed — again is the great deep 
broken up, and the fountains are opened — and the 
billows pass over the bereaved. "CaU me not 
Naomi! Call me Mara! for very bitterly hath 
the Almighty dealt with me. I went out fuU, and 
he hath returned me empty," 

Yet a peaceful evening awaits the sorrowful 
Naomi after the storms that, in mournful repeti- 
tion, were suffered to beat upon her fragile form. 
There is One that sittelh on high, who rules the 
tempest. " Call upon me in the day of trouble," 
he saith, "I will deliver thee!" She sought rest 
for her daughter, and He who " is able to give 
abundantly more than we ask," whiSe he provided 
rest and joy for the" child, gave quietness and 
abundance to the mother. 

Somewhere in Bethlehem stood a princely re- 
sidence, where dwelt ■' a mighty man of wealth," 
— and good and noble, as he was rich and pow- 
erful. Great festivities were shortly witnessed 
within that mansion, and smiling groups might 
have been seen there presenting their congratula- 
tions to Naomi, at her resting-place in the house 
of Boaz, the husband of Ruth the Beautiful. 

The moral of this tale appeals to the heart of 
the widow. Her sorrow is deep — often sublimely 
deep; and a stranger intermeddles not with it. 
The hopes she formerly cherished are buried 
with the form that was once her joy and crown. 
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This wide world is hung with sackcloth ; — and 
! how empty show all its promises and joys ! 
Often, too, pale Want is in attendance — and 
friends seem few — and health grows frail — and 
every pleasing prospect goes out in darkness. 
Now, then, is the hour, of all thy hfe, to reach out 
the trembling hand and touch the garment of thy 
God, Thy Maker is thy husband ! 



Eittls. 

Ruth has been already introduced. She was a 
Moabitess, and became wife of Mahlon, one of the 
sons of Naomi, whose family, as we have seen, 
emigrated to Moab. After the death of the father 
and the two sons, and when the widowed mother 
had determined on returning to Judea, she ear- 
nestly entreated her daughters-in-law to return to 
their former homes, and- permit her to return 
alone to her native country. Oi^pah sorrowfully 
acquiesced, and took her leave ; — but no persua- 
sions could induce Ruth to forsake her adopted 
mother. Her reply to the entreaties of that mo- 
ther is stamped with perfect beauty, as well as 
propriety, and has been the admiration of all ge- 
nerations since, " Entreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following after thee ; for whither 
thou goest I will go — and where thou lodgest I 
will lodge ; — thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God, my God ; — where thou diest will I die. 
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and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if aught but death part thee 
and me !" 

What entire devotion is here exhibited ! What 
daughter ever did more virtuously than this ? 
How fully — how unreservedly, did she wed her- 
self to all the fallen fortunes of the afflicted Na- 
omi ! And, what was better still, how cordially 
did she embrace the only true God ! Whether, 
having been bom and bred a heathen, she had be- 
come a proselyte in the house of her husband, 
does not appear. But in the decisive conversa- 
tion with her mother-in-law, her adherence to the 
true religion is fully declared. Nor is there room 
for the slightest suspicion touching the simplicity 
and purity of motive by Which this lovely daugh- 
ter was actuated. She obviously loved, with a 
deep and quenchless love, her bereaved and sor- 
rowful relative. Their sorrows, to some extent, 
had been one. The streams of their grief had 
met over the same graves — and over one espe- 
cially. The soul of the child clave to the mother ; 
and though every worldly prospect faded, yet re- 
fused to be separated. To the last day of time, 
will this devotion of Ruth the Moabitess be ad- 
mired and praised. Millions of daughters will 
read and ponder the sweet accents whereby she 
vowed eternal adherence to her husband's mother ; 
and as they weep with delight, will find their own 
filial affection and faithfulness confirmed and in- 
creased - 
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Ruth, with her mother, is at Bethlehem ; and 
the second scene of her history is the scene of the 
harvest-fieM. Nor is it easy to conceive of a 
more enchanting picture of eartWy heauty than 
what is here portrayed. There spreads out before 
the eye an extensive field of ripened grain, waving 
gracefully in the soft breezes of that lovely day. 
The reapers are abroad, and their track is marked 
by the shining rows of fallen grain stretching 
away in the distance. The maidens are also 
there — and they are wreathing the strong bands 
that are to inclose the swelling sheaves, while, at 
a little distance, i^ seen another, graceful, though 
poor — noble in bearing, though of pensive and 
modest aspect. Fairer days shone over her once. 
Though yet young and beautiful,' she has drunk 
deep of the cup of bitterness. She -has buried 
the oiie she loved — she is far away from her na- 
tive fields and forests. She has come of late, a 
voluntary exile, to Judah's land, and has taken 
refuge beneath the wing of Judah's God. Tiiis 
morning, an unseen hand has led her to that 
harvest scene ; and she has sought permission to 
glean behind the reapers, that she may gather the 
widow's scanty pittance. 

Meanwhile, another one arrives; it is the 
wealthy and noble proprietor of the field. The 
joy of harvest is beaming from his countenance, 
as his eye rests upon the animated and brilliant 
scenery, and his mind is ascending to the God of 
providence, who has crowned the year with hi^ 
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goodness, and covered the valleys over with corn. 
" The Lord be with you !" is his salutation to the 
reapers. " The Lord bless thee !" is their joint 
and glad response. Well said, ye reapers ! Your 
prayer is heard, and the blessing invoked for your 
master is already there, though he and you know 
not of it. " Whose damsel this ?" he whispers, as 
he points to the beautiful gleaner. Was not that 
first glance the glance of love ? That heart of 
goodness — is it not already trembling ? Now the 
eye no longer follows the reapers, as with their 
shining sickles ihey gather the cumbrous grain. 
The maidens ply tlieir lighter tasks unnoticed. 
That golden field is suddenly forgotten. An ob- 
ject more attractive than all harvest- scenes has 
riveted his eye, and his soul cleaves, though al- 
most unconsciously, to this gentle, loVely stranger. 
Soft words succeed — the genuine accents of a 
heart whose great deep is stirred — which leaps 
forth to bless the charming object, but yet trem- 
bles at the first notes of its stifled voice. " Go not 
to glean in another fieid. No harm shall touch 
thee here. When thirsty, come and drink from 
the vessels. At meal-time, come and eat to the 
full. I have heard of thee, and of all thy sorrows 
and sacriiices. The Lord recompense thee abund- 
antly ! Ye reapers, deal kindly and generously 
with the gleaner !^' 

A high day was that to the gentle Ruth — and 
not for the much corn she gathered. At evening, 
bearing her treasure, she sought her beloved mo- 
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ther away in the city; and "the man's name" 
failed not to be spoken, that night, in their hum- 
ble dwelling. More than once that name was 
blessed from the lips of Naomi ; while, in her 
heart, deep thoughts were struggling, as, at the 
same moment, she spoke of Boaz, and glanced at 
her lovely daughter. Other days came on and 
passed, until the early and latter harvests were all 
gathered, nor, to the end, was Ruth seen to glean 
in "another field." 

The scene of the threshing-floor next suc- 
ceeds ; — planned innocentiy, we must hope, by 
the provident Naomi, — executed innocently, we 
must hope, by the obedient daughter, — but to be 
imitated never! " My daughter, shall I not seek 
rest for thee, that it may be well with thee ?" 
Amiable impulse! Nor need we doubt that in 
the soul of Ruth ail was in readiness for such a 
" rest." Had she pas.sed all those harvest-days in 
the fields of Boaz — and received so many kind- 
nesses at his generous hands — and glanced so 
often upon that countenance that beamed naught 
upon her save love and goodness, — and was her 
heart untouched? Even in the earliest inter- 
view she said to him, " Thou hast comforted me." 
Might she not have added more, as time elapsed, 
and kind attentions multiplied ? Tell me, ye who 
can guess, where, amid those days, were lingering 
the deep affections — the secret hopes of Ruth ? 
If, on some day, the master of those harvest-fields 
tarried in Bethlehem, and came not to salute the 
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reapers — was there not oAe spirit near by, to 
whom his absence was more painful than she 
wished to confess, even to herself? And when, 
at coming, he would bless the company, as usual, 
was not one response more deep and ardent than 
all the others, as it spoke tremblingly, " The Lord 
bless thee!" 

Nor must we too hastily accuse her of ad- 
vancing unbecomingly. There may have been — 
there doubtless were, circumstances associated 
with this strange interview, which we appreciate 
only with great difficufty. " Thou art my kins- 
man," steals on the ear of Boaz in the dark night. 
But it is a familiar voice — a voice of music to his 
soul — and the meaning was plain— and the hint 
was greatly welcome — and she knew it such — 
and the expected blessing was pronounced upon 
her. 

Then follows the closing scene of this exquisite 
drama. "Sit still, my daughter; — the crisis 
comes," saith Naomi, as, laden with com, the 
daughter returns from the mysterious colloquy. 
The predrction proves true. The man is " not in 
rest." AH the necessary preliminaries are at 
once attended to, and, ere that day declines, Boaz 
and Ruth are one. 

The record tells not to what needy ones those 
led, now that the fair gleaner came 
5S, so suddenly, the rich harvests them- 
selves, and the owner thereof. Also, the bviiiiant 
happiness (hat awaited the daughter, and the con- 
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BolatJon Uiat fell to the mother, remain to be in- 
ferred. Ere yet another season of reaping had 
arrived, there nestled in the arms of Naomi an 
infant boy, born of the beautiful Ruth. That boy 
grew up to manhood, and his son's son was the 
great king and bard of Israel. And whoever 
shall trace the illustrious line running from Abra- 
ham to God's Messiah, will not fail to discern 
there the name of her who, though born an alien 
from the commonwealth of Israel, yet vowed to 
one of Israel's weeping daughters, " Thy God 
shall be my God !" 



Few of the female characters of the Bible arise 
before us clothed with more interest and beauty 
than Hannah ; — and there are few, from whose 
excellence so slight abatements are required to be 
made. Her position and history remind ns of 
those of Rachel, Like her ancient sister, she 
was, unhappily, not ike wife, but only one of the 
wives of her husband, Elkanah. Like Rachel, 
she was, however, the favorite wife ; but also, 
like her, she was for some years childless, while 
her rival, Peninnah, was favored with sons and 
daughters. This advantage appears to have been 
ostentatiously and offensively abused by the un- 
worthy Peninnah. Her proud and arrogant be- 
havior, in her prosperity, toward the amiable 
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Hannah, in her humiliation, has slamped her 
name, so far as it is thought of at all, with undy- 
ing infamy. She was as graceless as she was 
immodest — and as mean as she was ignorant and 
senseless — and as proud as she was hypocritical — 
and as wicked as she was audacious and disgust- 
ing. What seems more closely to ally a human 
being to a fiend, than to triumph over the una- 
voidable misfortunes of others? Nor can we 
wonder that, under such circumstances, the finely- 
wrought and sensitive spirit of Hannah was deeply 
troubled. It seemed sufiicientJy afflictive to en- 
dure the reproaches of her adversary when at 
home ; and she had a right to expect, at least 
when abroad with strangers — and, most of all, 
when at the annual worship and sacrifice, and 
witliin sight of the ark of God — that she might be 
at peace. But when she perceived, from year to 
year, that these public and solemn occasions were 
specially selected as opportunities for pouring 
contempt upon her, she wept in the bitterness of 
her soul, and refused to be comforted by human 
sympathy. 

"Whom the Lord loveth he correcteth;" and 
there are times when he deeply and painfully in- 
structs such ones that all beneath is but shadow, — 
and whosoever leaneth there will but pierce him- 
self through with many sorrows. Peter, as he 
sinks into the troubled and dark wafers, can only 
lift his feeble hands aloft. There is no solid 
ground — every hope dies, save one ; " Lord, 
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save — I perish !" " Call upon me in the day of 
trouble, I will deliver thee !" is one of the dearest 
gems of the book of God. Here did the beloved 
Hannah feel herself at last to be shut up. In the 
anguish of her spirit, she "prayed unto the Lord." 
With many tears, and with holy vows, she begged 
of the Lord of hosts to look on her affliction, and 
to forget her not. As she prayed deeply and 
softly, the priest of God, while his eye fell upon 
her pale and sad countenance, her lips silent, yet 
speaking — mistook the agony of that prayer for 
the excitement of wine. " No, my lord ! I am 
a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I have poured 
out my soul before the Lord, and out of the 
abundance of my complaint and grief have I 
spoken." The good priest pronounces his amen 
to her prayer, and then her tears are dried up, 
and her sadness passes away ; and, having risen 
at early morning, and worshiped, and renewed 
her vows and thanksgivings, she returns, with her 
husband, to Ramah, 

The next time Hannah went up to the house 
of the Lord in Shiloh, a lovely little child, her 
own son, accompanied her, to be lent, by his mo- 
ther, to tbe Lord, according to the vows which 
she had made. She had called upon the great 
Helper, and her prayer was heard, and her re- 
proach was taken away, and her heart exulted, 
and the pride and arrogance of her adversary 
were humbled to the dust. The song of Hannah, 
on this glad occasion, is full of exquisite beauty; 
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while, as a prophecy, it takes rank among the 
very first and loftiest of inspired compositions. 
Therein stands portrayed, in colors of surpassing 
suhlimity, the glory of the Lord Jehovah. All 
other things are forgotten as He rises on the 
view. All other foundations disappear as he 
comes forth — the Everlasting Rock. All vanity 
and falsehood hide themselves before his dread 
omniscience. All destinies are in his hands, and 
at his bidding. The mighty and prosperous are 
brought down — and the desolate and fainting are 
revived and come forth, when he commands, to 
exceeding happiness and joy. The song swells 
and rises in its course — seizing upon still loftier 
strains, and, passing from the individual, it com- 
prehends all nations, and sings of regal splendor 
yet to be ; — ^while the glorious name — Messiah — 
swelling from the lips of Hannah, and spoken, by 
her, first on earth — strikes the ravished ear, and 
charms eartli and heaven, as it forms the closing 
notes of one of tlie loveliest songs that was ever 
breathed in the hearing of mortals. 

Hannah again returns to Ramah, having left at 
Shiloh — there to minister before the Lord — her 
consecrated boy. At every annual visit, as, in 
company with her husband, she went up to offer 
the yearly offering, she bears the "little coat," 
made by her hands, to adorn and comfort her 
beloved Samuel. There dwelt the lad — lent of 
his mother to Heaven — and gi-ew, a fragrant 
plant, in the garden of the Lord. Doubtless his 
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pleasant name was often heard in Ramah — ^while 
one was there, if no more, that daily spoke of him, 
as on the ear of the Eternal rose her songs of 
gratitude and rejoicing. 

Meanwhile, new joys await the house of Han- 
nah. She has lent to the Lord her child — her 
only one ; — yet shall she not remain solitary. 
Other sons besides, and blooming daughters, rise 
up and call her blessed, who, in her afBiction, 
sought after God, and trusted in him. 

How full of instruction is the history of Han- 
nah ! Let the sorrowful remember where lives 
the great and inexhaustible Source of consolation. 
They may contemplate, in the mother of Samuel, 
a rich commentary upon the apostolic injunction, 
that if any is afflicted, he should pray. Let such 
foi^t not to carry every sorrow to the great 
Burden- bearer, and consider well that he is inter- 
ested in whatever interests them. "Be careful 
for nothing ; but in everything, by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known unto God.". 

Study the history of Hannah, and then, ever 
afterwards, judge not according to' the appear- 
ance, but judge righteous judgment. To the su- 
perficial eye, how disconsolate, in the midst of 
her sorrows, was Hannah ; — how prosperous, in 
the midst of her boastings, was Peninnah ! But 
count not that a curse which urges us to the 
Strong for help;— count not that, in effect, a 
blessing, wherein we forget our dependence, and 
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dispense with goodness. True, Penitinah tri- 
umphed, for a day, amid her sons and daughters — 
and, in her prosperity, despised the solitary and 
weeping Hannah. Bui what of Peninnah ? It is 
one of the mean and insignificant names written 
upon the Bible page, Hke as every true picture of 
earthly scenery must show some unsightly object, 
And what . of her sons and daughters ? No man 
knoweth their place or name. What now of 
Hannah? It is one of the names of beautiful 
and immortal fragrance ; and often, to this day, 
it is heard amid the circles of Z ion's lovely 
daughters, — allying to itself all pure and hal- 
lowed associations, and claiming to he grouped 
with such select names as that of Ruth, of 
Elizabeth, Anna, and Maiy. And what of her 
son — her eldest born? It is a name great and 
most venerable ; — renowned in the history of 
God's Providence — distinguished among the 
judges and prophets of Israel — and conspicuous 
among the priests of the Most High. 

And speaks there no voice from Hannali to the 
mothers in Israel ? As she lends that boy away 
to the Lord, is she in this to be counted, in no 
sense, as an example to her sisters of after gene- 
rations ? ! have Christian mothers no sons and 
daughters to lend to Christ? Have they, to this 
day, restrained their vows, or, having vowed, 
have they declined to fulfill, in good faith, the 
pledges they have made? Why should not every 
child of the Christian mother he counted, by her. 
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as holy unto the Lord, and daily dedicated to 
him — and daily led where Jesus is — and feel, 
unceasingly, a holy atmosphere encompassing 
him — and be conducted by a soft, yet unyielding 
and constant influence, within the hallowed pre- 
cincts of God's holy tabernacle? Mother! have 
you yet looked upon your son, and said, with 
Hannah, "As long as he liveth be shall be lent to 
the Lord?" And then, after that, did you always 
lend him accordingly — and, as often as you looked 
upon him, count him as lent — and always spake 
of him as such, when you talked with God — and 
always taught the child that he was lent to 
Christ — and always cherished him as a plant in 
God's sacred vineyard — and always imparted to 
him God's nurture — and trained him, every day, 
directly for immortality? Well, then, in after 
days, and "when he is old," he will be found 
walking there; — and, subsequently, in the hea- 
venly circles, where will be seen Hannah and 
Samuel, there thou shall greet thy own beloved 
offspring — once lent to Christ, and now restored 
to thee forever. 
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Abigail rises before us as an example of a Bti-ong 
understanding, joined with great prudence. She 
was unequally yoked with a wealthy churl, Na- 
bal by name, who resided in Maon, a few miles 
south of Hebron, and whose flocks were pastured 
in Cannel At an annual sheep-shearing, David, 
then a fugitive from Saul, and sojourning in that 
vicinity, sent a deputation of ten young men to 
Nabal, to present, in their master's name, the 
salutations of peace, and to ask that, in the midst 
of his festivities and feasting, he would send, by 
the young men, a token of friendship, from what- 
ever viands of the banquet might seem good to 
him. David, moreover, appears to have had 
some special claim upon Nabal, having essen- 
tially aided, during his stay in Carmel, in the 
protection of his flocks from depredation. Na- 
bal, however, recognized no obligations to David, 
reciprocated not at all his courteous salutations, 
but sent back the deputation empty, and with 
highly contemptuous and insulting insinuations 
against him who had sent them. David imme- 
diately determined upon redress, and that, too, 
with summary and unjustifiable severity. Mean- 
while, one of Nabal's men informed Abigail, his 
wife, touching the conduct of her husband to the 
messengers of David. Anticipating disastrous 
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consequences, she, in great haste, proceeded to 
avert, if possible, the threatening ruin from the 
house of her hushand ; and tt k'ng a u' ble 
offering, she, without his knowled e of 1 n e- 
ments, hastens to David, and m h a he 
foot of Carmel, as he was aire dy n 1 y 

with four hundred men for the pu i n of 
Nabal. Then follows the memo ble dd f 

Abigail to David, in which she confesses the 
great fault of her husband — asserts her own igno- 
rance of the message that had been sent — be- 
seeches him to accept the offering which she had 
brought — and, in the spirit of prophecy, an- 
nounces her husband's fall, as we!! as the inno- 
cence, and certain victory and prosperity of 
David, and closes her speech with asking that 
she might not be forgotten when with him all 
should be well. 

This strong and prof^etic eloquence, coming, 
as it did, from a woman of uncommon beauty of 
countenance and behavior, accomplished the de- 
sired result, and was the means of averting a 
dreadful tragedy which, in the course of that 
night, would have sent to the shades many an 
innocent man, as well as the stupid Nabal. 

Nor does this appear to have been the only 
effect of the timely interview between Abigail 
and David. His heart, as well as his mind and 
judgment, was deeply affected at the presence 
and bearing of this noble lady. His reply to her 
bespeaks strong emotion, as well as profound 
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respect and consideration. He gives praise to 
God who had sent her to meet him. He pro- 
nounces his blessing upon the counsel which had 
been given him, and upon the fair prophetess who 
had uttered it, and who had thus preserved him 
from the intended slaughter ; — and, after receiv- 
ing her present, he dismissed her in peace — 
assuring her thitt he had complied with her 
wishes, and accepted her person. 

Nabal, on being informed by his wife of the 
destruction that had been aimed at him, and 
from which, by her interference, he had barely 
escaped, seems to have been struck with con- 
sternation and amazement, from which he never 
recovered, and died, ten days afterward, by the 
judgment of God. 

Thus a higher destiny opened before the intel- 
ligent and beautiful Abigail. However it may 
have been with her heart, there was no sorrow 
for David as he received intelligence of Nabal's 
demise. He remembered and loved the one 
whose eloquence and gracefulness had, a few 
days before, so won upon his heart, and from his 
hand a winged message of love speedily flies to 
the mansion of Abigail. Will the suspicion be 
pardoned, that such a message was expected ? 
As, a few days since, she stood before that 
mighty man, did her purified vision heboid for 
him " a sure house " — enemies vanquished — him- 
self the approved ruler over Israel — the forth- 
coming decease of Nabal ? With these visions 
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before her, and as she closed her speech, asking 
for herself a kind remembrance, was there no 
impression, meanwhile, of any connection of 
these great matters with her own future po- 
sition ? 

Her modest and becoming response to the im- 
portant message is not forgotten ; nor that she 
hasted, and, with her damsels, came, like Re- 
becca, and greeted and wedded the royal bride- 
groom. 

I After this but little is written. One son was 
born to her after her marriage with David. She 
shared the affections of her husband, at first, with 
Abinoam, a previous wifej while, not long after- 
ward, we hear of other wives still in the king's 
residence. Hence, how much the happiness of 
her life was advanced by her new position, may 
be a matter of uncertainty and doubt. Vet it is 
refreshing, that while, in her, we are permitted 
to discern uncommon prudence and strength of 
understanding, combined, also, with piety of 
heart, and much personal grace and beauty, no 
reproach attaches itself to the name of Abigail. 
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" No reproach attaches itself to the name of Abi- 
gail." Not so, alas ! with her whose name intro- 
duces the present chapter. The only pleasant 
thing that is written of her is, that " the woman 
was very beautiful to look upon." But how little 
is this, if it he all ! Even this is only melancholy, 
if, as in the case before us, it prove but the occa- 
sion of temptation, diaster, and ruin. No student 
of the Holy Scriptures ever feels any special love 
for Bathsheba. In the absence of all allusion to 
any intellectual or moral excellence, her exterior 
charms are well-nigh unthought of. Her name is 
never recalled without dragging along with it as- 
sociations such as we would fain shut away for- 
ever. Apostasy — impurity — conjugal infidelity — 
deceit — meanness — murder — ^the curse — such is 
the frightful category that groups itself inseparably 
with the name of Bathsheba — spoiling it as with 
the serpent's slime, and setting it aside, like the 
leprous garment, from whatever is healthy, inno- 
cent, and pure. True, there is pity mingled with 
our profound disapprobation. In excluding her 
from the circles of goodness, we are not conscious 
of those feelings of detestation which arise with 
all our recollections of Delilah. We fail to dis- 
cern that settled and deep depravity — that deter- 
mined and heartless iniquity, so characteristic of 
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the woman of Sorek. We think of Bathsheba as 
slender in virtue, rather than as strong in vice. 
We contemplate her as a negative ia respect to 
true goodness, instead of as a positive in respect 
to moral deformity. Previous to the fatal even- 
ing, we hardly suspect any misconduct in the wife 
of Uriah. In (hose days her husband was away 
in the wars, valiant among the hosts of Israel, and 
his wife, meanwhile, at her pleasant home on 
Mount Zion, was innocent ; and, in the day of 
her fall, it may be, she thought of nothing so im- 
probable as her infidelity to the brave man to 
whom she was lawfully and virtuously joined. 
This, to be sure, is conjecture ; but it is an irre- 
sisfible impression left upon the ^Titer's mind, 
from careful meditation of a"Il that is recorded. 
We are ashamed of her where the royal glance 
first meets her. In our indignation, we exclaim, 
with withering emphasis, that that ceremony 
should have been elsewhere ; — that if, in selecting 
that situation, she was careless, it was a criminal 
carelessness — if she was wicked, it was hateful 
wickedness. Yet, if we assume the milder hypo- 
thesis, and charge her that on that evening she 
cherished no fell intent, but was only guilty of 
cruel and disgraceful negligence, then the greater 
sin involved in the catastrophe will he c 
another than to Bathsheba, That was the p 
er sinner who, after all God's wondrous c 
in his behalf, and being gifted with extraordinary 
powers of mind and body, and standing, by Di- 
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vine appointment, at the head of a great and 
mighty people, and attracting to himself the eyes 
of all his subjects, as well as of many nations 
around, and of the angels above him, and seeing 
fairer prospects rising before him than what had 
ever glowed before fallen beings — he was the 
greater sinner who, embraced by circumstances 
so sublime, so restraining, should, with one fell 
swoop, cut so deliberately the golden cords that 
bound him to the great universe of purity and 
goodness, and go down to take his place with the 
filth and oiTscouring of the race, and join cordial 
hands with the foul debauchee, the deceiver, the 
robber, the murderer ! I confess that I recollect 
but few crimes in the'bloody history of our race, 
which, under all the circumstances, were so pro- 
foundly black, and disgusting, and frightful, as the 
great crime of David. It is worse than idle to 
disguise or palliate it. Let it appear in its whole 
deformity before an astonished world ; and let 
that world stand more astonished still, as it hears 
the voice of boundless grace exclaiming to this 
strange sinner, " I have put away thy sin !" 

We trust the preceding suggestions may hint 
that we feel no disposition to deal unkindly with 
Bathsheba. When, on the evening of the fatal 
eclipse, the message reached her that her presence 
was desired within the royal resideiice, it is diffi- 
cult for us to appreciate all the circumstances 
that weighed upon her too fragile mind. There 
meets her that night, and in that apai*tmenl, a 
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great and mighty king. _ He is, withal, nobie and 
beautiful in person ; and his fame is great for 
goodness, as well as for wealth, dignity, bravery, 
and power. None of all the earth is equal to 
him. Can suck a one do wrong f But enough ! 
Bathsheba falls; — but there are some pallia- 
tions. Righteousness utters decisive condem- 
nation, — while Pity sits by, and weeps for the 
desolate. 

How sudden, and how great the change ! 
When did ever misery fail to follow close upon 
the heels of crime ? Sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death. Yesterday, all was inno- 
cence and sunny peace. To-day the sky is 
overcast, and distant and awful thunders portend 
fearful tempests and ruin. Either the brave 
Uriah; or else his guilty wife, with, perhaps, the 
partner of her sin, must perish. The noble sol- 
dier, of course, dies — and Bathsheba passes speed- 
ily up to the arms of royalty. She rises thither, 
but not to be happy. No smiling Providence had 
invited her coming. It was a frightful passage 
as she hastened. The shrieks of the murdered 
were in her ear — and pools of blood were beneath 
her feet — and ghastly spectres were hovering 
near, — and pure angel beings had retired hence — ■ 
and the demon Shame hissed as she entered the 
royal gates. And treading those splendid apart- 
ments. Peace never met her there. The Sword 
dwelt there — and Death came often — and, now 
and then, cries of deepest agony echoed through 
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those halls ; and the night when Bathsheba fell 
was with her the beginning of sorrows. 

She survived her husband, the king of Israel, 
and saw her son established upon the throne of 
his father. He was a son of promise — virtuous 
and lovely in his youth, as we may hope his mo- 
ther was, before yet he had begun to be. Yet he, 
too, resigned his integrity, and never did so bright 
a morning go out in so mournful a darkness. The 
ftdl of Solomon seemed the sad echo of the disas- 
ter of Bathsheba — was permitted, perchance, as 
one of the judicial visitations of Heaven — and 
grew, for aught we know, by natural process, 
from seeds whose springing and whose fruit are 
far too sure and certain. 

The moral of Bathsheba's history urges the 
young of her sex to cultivate the sternest in- 
tegrity of moral principle — and the utmost beauty 
of character — and perfect modesty of movements 
and manners. It reminds them to beware of 
doubtful influences breathing upon them from 
high places — to settle it well that nothing — no- 
thing can supply the loss of goodness — that while 
the lonely cottage where Christ and innocence 
abide, is next to heaven — the palace, with all its 
luxury and gold, if guilt be there, is but the bril- 
liant haunting-place of woe. 
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It falls not within the purpose of these brief 
sketches to concern with uninspired and varying 
speculations touching the characters coming un- 
der notice ; — but to confine ourselves, rather, to 
the simple presentation of Scripture, and avail 
ourselves mainly of the hints alTorded there from 
which to derive any observations of instruction 
or interest. 

Solomon, among other enterprises of import- 
ance, appears to have carried on an extensive 
commerce with Ophir, a tropical country, situated, 
as is probable, on the eastern coast of Africa, and 
judged, by Mr. Bruce, to have been the same with 
Arabia or Sheba, of which the subject of this 
sketch was the sovereign in the time of Solomon. 
The vast quantities of gold, precious stones, and 
trees imported by the king of Israel from that 
country, and his great fame, which had, of course, 
amid so much commercial intercourse, reached 
the ears of the queen, very naturally excited a 
strong curiosity to see and hear him. So deeply 
interested was she in this matter, that notwith- 
standing the great distance, and other difficulties 
which, in her case, must have had existence, she 
undertook the journey to Jerusalem. Her equi- 
page was princely, and suitable to a person of her 
distinction, while her presents which she had pre- 
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pared for king Solomon were, in the highest de- 
gree, magnificent and valuable. Her visit appears 
to have proved entirely satisfactory to herself. 
The great wisdom of Solomon, and the boundless 
wealth and splendor of the temple and court, 
filled her with amazement ; — so that ample as her 
expectations were, from the reports she had re- 
ceived at home, they were all more than realized 
by a personal visit and examination. 

Several things have been conjectured of this 
illustrious queen, and her renowned visit to the 
Jewish court, some of which appear to be not 
specially eulogistic of her character. All these 
we may easily afford to forget, while we hasten 
to view her through that medium which, so far as 
it may be used, is unerring. 

It is thus that we are inclined to infer for the 
queen of Sheba a pure and exalted motive and 
conduct in her visit to the king of Israel. Was 
it a mere idle curiosity by which she was actua- 
ted ? Or was it some lower motive still ? Permit 
the inspired hand to write the true answer to all 
such inquiries. "When the queen of Sheba 
heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the 
name of the Lord, she came to prove him with 
hard questions." It was not, then, merely that 
he was famous, that she desired to see him and 
commune with him, but the great consideration 
that he was famous concerning the name of the 
Lord. Here is the key by which we are to open 
to view the character of this illustrious woman ; — 
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and the truth it reveals ia a thousand-fold more — 
and a thousand-foid more precious, than of all un- 
warrantable speculations. The queen of Sheba 
was either already a person of true piety, or de- 
sirous of becoming so. She came from far to 
hear concerning the Lord. She came, for the 
fame of Solomon's wisdom had excited within 
her heart unusual hopes. She came witli largo 
expense, and, probably, at great sacrifices. She 
came with a mind adorned not only with great 
intelligence and acuteness, but intent upon the 
lofty purpose of her visit. She may have been a 
Jewess ; or, having been a Pagan, she may have 
learned, by her intercourse with the traders from 
Judea, concerning the true God, and of the mode 
of seeking and worshiping him. Be all this as it 
may, she desired, with a great desire, to know the 
Lord more fully, while here centered all her in- 
quiries which she presented to Solomon. There 
were questions with which her active and intelli- 
gent mind found diiEculty; and yet were they 
questions of great importance, and for the solu- 
tion of which she would not, and did not, hesitate 
to go a great distance. Had this woman, with 
the same mind and spirit, lived in the time of 
Christ, and had heard by report, as the Jews heard 
directly, of his wisdom, she would have taken 
equal and greater pains to learn " concerning the 
name of the Lord," from the lips of Him who was 
so much gi'eater than Solomon. 

And the importance, as well as the propriety of 
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her inquiries may be rationally inferred from the 
result. " Not anything was hid from the king 
which he told her not." The Lord gave him the 
requisite wisdom ; — nothing " was hid " from him, 
that he might communicate to her all the instruc- 
tion that was necessary or desirable. So aJso 
may the drift of her intentions, and the character 
of her heart, be very clearly and satisfactorily 
discerned in the effect produced upon her mind 
by her intercourse with Solomon, and in her 
pious as well as dignified address to him. Not 
content with con|!;ratulating those whose privilege 
it was to be constantly near him, and listen to his 
wisdom, she adds most elegantly, " Blessed he the 
Lord thy God which delighted in thee, to set thee 
on the throne of Israel, because the Lord loved 
Israel forever ; therefore made he thee king to 
do judgment and justice." Three things must 
not fail to be detected here. The queen of Sheba 
is assured that the Lord loved Israel forever. 
What is this but faith? Secondly, she praises 
the God who loved Israel. What is this but love ? 
Lastly, she recognizes judgment an^ justice, while, 
with consummate skill, she reminds and persuades 
Solomon to exercise them in his kingdom. What 
is this but righteousness? Faith — love — ^righte- 
ousness — " these three " were all thine, noble and 
most excellent queen of the South ! Such wast 
thou as thy farewell was given to Israel, and thou 
returnedst to " the uttermost parts of the earth !" 
A Divine voice, that spake as never man spake, 
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deduced for us the moral — a momentous lesson — 
of the history of the queen of Sheba. She " shall 
rise in the judgment to condemn this generation ; 
for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; and behold, a 
greater than Solomon is here." Thus said Christ 
to the hardened Jews. Gentle reader! Has this 
no application to thee ? She traversed a long 
"and weary distance — she devoted much time and 
abundant treasure — to hear the wisdom of Solo- 
mon. Do you learn of Christ ? And his wisdom 
is far greater ; — and he is near you ; — and to 
know him is eternal life I 



i^iUia nf lurtptii. 

Thebe was hanging over the land of Israel one 
of those awful judgments which the God of pro- 
vidence saw to be ofien necessary, in order to 
remind that stifliiecked people of their duty, and 
lead them back from that idolatry to which, pre- 
vious to the captivity, they were so strangely 
liable. The prayer of Elijah had shut up the 
heavens, and the frightful famine was abroad. 
The Sidonian widow was gathering a few sticks 
with which to bake her last loaf for herself and 
little son, that they might eat it and die. ".Bring 
me, 1 pray thee, a morsel of bread," utters a stran- 
ger's voice. Her heart sunk within her, for that 
voice fell on her ear with an unwonted authority. 



iLvGoOglf 



OS WOMEN OF THE EIBI.E. 

as it seemed to demand her !ast morsel. "Fear 
not," adds the mysterious stranger ; " provide 
for me, and afterwards for thyself and son ; for 
thy jar and cruise shall not fail, till the famine be 
ended." The widow believed, and, in her extre- 
mity, she divided her bread with the weary and 
famishing prophet. The word of the Lord failed 
her not; her giving was her receiving — and it 
was good measure, pressed down, and running 
over. There is a beautiful Providence that can 
extract life from death itself, and reveal the honey- 
comb, even amid the decaying carcass. Abund- 
ance was the widow's allotment henceforth, for 
"many days;" — yet shadows will pass over the 
most favored, and gloom again settles upon the 
humble mansion of the widow of Sarepta. That 
little son falls sick ; — and his sickness is dreadful, 
and his breath departs. In this world great 
griefs will come, and there are times when they 
will come suddenly. Blessed are they who then 
possess their souls in patience, and remove not 
their hand from the great Father's. In the wild- 
ness of the widow's sorrow, she glances upon the 
good prophet, as though he had come ' to bring 
judgment to her house, rather than mercy, and as 
if his hand were concerned in the death of her 
boy. " Art thou come to call my sin to remem- 
brance, and to slay my son?" Be not in haste to 
speak, especially when deep distress overshadows 
thee, and when the agony of disappointment and 
grief presse.S thee deeply to the dust. Weep softly, 
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and let thy heart bleed in silence. Or if thy lips 
be opened — if thy cries must be uttered, let it be 
rather in the ear of God, that is open to prayer. 
There is hazard when, in such awful times, we 
glance elsewhere than upon heaven. The aching 
eye is often dim and confused. It may seem to 
discern enemies when only friends are near. It 
may think to detect secondary agencies, and be 
blind to the great hand that holds and directs all 
destinies. "It is the Lord," is Faith's solemn 
voice ; — and then the spirit, in its bitterness, is 
hushed and still, — ahd cold suspicion dies — and 
tl^e heart is at peace with all men, and with it- 
self — and " Blessed be the name of the Lord !" is 
the song of the weeping. 

And often, too, there is provided a way of es- 
cape. The avails of darkness may seem impene- 
trable, and the last hope may seem to give way — 
when, all suddenly, the cloud heaves up, and we 
look for it, and lo ! it is gone ; — and skies spread 
themselves over us, such as are more beautiful 
and brilliant than we had gazed upon before — and 
the night is spent, and the day is come. Great is 
God ; and as good and merciful as he is great. 
He pities the widow, and often remembers her 
tears, when human sympathies are feeble and 
few. " O Lord my God !" cries the prophet, " I 
pray thee let this child's soul come into him 
again !" It is a sublime prayer. A man on 
earth goes feeling after a soul resident in eter- 
nity; and the God of infinite sympathy helps. 
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and the departed spirit is permitted to return. 
" See, thy son liveth !" saith the prophet, as he re- 
stores the lad to his astonished and rejoicing mo- 
ther. Those eyes are animated and brilliant once 
more. The paleness of death has left those fea- 
tures, and the lips that just now appeared sealed 
forever, open and speak again. 

From that day, the widow of Sarepta trusted 
in the God of Elijah, " The word of the Lord is 
truth !" she exclaimed, and as she believed, it was 
counted to her for righteousness. " Blessed are 
all they that put their trust in Him !" 

"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares." 

Such appears to be the moral of what is written 
of the Sidonian widow. Too often is the stran- 
ger, as he enters our doors, counted as unwel- 
come. The world is shut out — and the little 
circle is quiet now. A chosen company are 
there ; and smiles, and joyous converse, and plea- 
sant fruits, and delicious music, gladden the sce- 
nery. " Far off be the stranger ; — nor may he 
intermeddle with those hours of briUiancy !" Or, 
there may be a different aspect. The dwelling 
may be cold and cheerless — and the widow and 
the orphan may be lingering there — and want and 
sorrow dwell there — and cries for bread from 
helpless ones pierce often that poor mother's 
heart, — and Hope has fled away, for the last loaf 
is prepared, and the last scanty meal is made 
ready, that they may eat and die. " Far ofl" be 
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the stranger!" Yet pray not thus too ardently, 
daughter of sadness ! And if he come — come to 
share thy last pittance — grieve not too sorely. 
He may be God's messenger ; he may be to thee 
some angel of mercy, commissioned to bear to thy 
cheerless mansion abundance instead of famine, 
and life rather than death. 

" Althougti the vine its fi'uit deny, 
Althongh Uio olive yield no oil, 
Tlie withering fig-trees droop and die, 
Tbe fields etnde the tiller's toil, 
■ The empty stall no herd ntford, 

And perish nil the Wealing race, — 
Yet will I trinmph in the Lord, 
The God of m j salvalioE praise !" 



3S|E bE I. 

Tni8 is, perhaps, the most hateful ol the fem ik 
characters exhibited in the sacied Scnptures 
She was of royal descent being daughter ot the 
king of Tyre; and hivjng been bred a Pigin 
she remained a confirmed idolatress to the da} 
of her death. Ahab, one of the most wicked of 
Israel's kings, sought and obtained her hand, and 
introducing his heathen wife to his court and 
people, he also led in her idolatry, became himself 
a worehiper of Baal, and establislied the heathen 
altars and priesthood in all his kingdom. Four 
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal were scattered 
through his dominions, and four hundred, besides. 
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priests of tlie impure rites of the Sidonian Astarte, 
were supported constantly at tlic table of the in- 
famous Jezebei. Meanwhile, the prophets of the 
Lord were everywhere persecuted and slain at 
her command, and the true worship was inter- 
dicted, and substituted by the abominations of 
heathenism. 

The great Elijah, amid these troublous times, 
was, of course, a doomed man, and his life was 
especially sought by the wicked Ahab and Jeze- 
bel. He saw the frightful apostasies of the king- 
dom of Israel, and his prayer had gone up to God 
for the withholding of the rains of heaven, in 
order that, by the judgments of the Almighty 
upon the land, the inhabitants thereof might 
iearn righteousness. Dreadful famine, as a con- 
sequence, was prevailing ; but the king and 
queen, like Pharaoh of Egypt, were only har- 
dened, rather than subdued, by the judicial visi- 
tation; while their vengeance waxed hotter and 
hotter against God and his people. 

Elijah at length comes forth from his hiding- 
places, and shows himself to Ahab, who hails him 
as the Iroubier of Israel. With tremendous em- 
phasis the prophet retorts the charge upon the 
king, apd, with his characteristic fearlessness, 
proclaims to him the sad cause of all the wide- 
spread calamity. " Thou, and thy father's house, 
have forsaken the commandment of the Lord, and 
have followed Balaam." The great demonstration 
at Mount Carinel succeeds, and the true God is 
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agaiu acknowledged by the assembled multitude, 
and the prophets of Baal die by Elijah's hand, and 
again his prayer ascends, and the " heavens gave 
rain." It would seem that the whole nation, to- 
gether witli their idolatrous rulers, mu.st now be 
certainly convinced, and that the true and right- 
eous Jehovah would be recognized and honored. 
So, probably, thought Elijah. But if so, he was 
speedily undeceived. That niighty rain had yet 
scarcely ceased to fall — the first for three years 
and six months — ere the prophet receives a mes- 
sage from the hand of Jezebel, threatening his 
immediate death. The voice of God was as if 
sounding in her ears, as her malignant notes were 
thundering in the ears of his faithful prophet. 
Was there ever such a les&on touching the depth 
of human wickedness when the heart is fully set 
to do evil ! 

Elijah retires hastily fi^om the reach of the 
hateful queen, and she sees him no more. Her 
course is still downward and bloody. The unfor- 
tunate Naboth perishes by her instigation, and 
Ahab, " whom Jezebel, his wife, sthred up," sold 
himself to work wickedness beyond all men. He 
died, at last, as all bad men must die. Jezebel 
survived her husband about thirteen years, and 
died by violence at the command of Jehu, and 
hec body was eaten of dogs. 

The history of this heathen queen is only 
melancholy. It is darkness without light. As 
we contemplate it, we seem in a world of demons 
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rather than of beings that are human. The soul 
grows sick, and shudders at \yhat one of our 
i'alien race may become. What ! can man — 
especially can woman, sink, in this world, to de- 
gradation so extreme and awful ? Well may we 
weep over sin, and flee from it as from the fell 
serpent's fangs. Wei! may we tremble at the 
dire ravages of heathenism — effacing, as it does, 
the image of God from the soul, scathing what- 
ever is beautiful to behold, and transforming man 
or woman into a fiend of darkness. Well may 
Christian mothers and daughters lay themselves 
out for the, redemption of their Pagan sisters, and 
aid, to the utmost, in bearing to them that only 
remedy for the moral desolations of the race. 
Jezebel was a heathen, and a representative of 
heathenism — a monument of what a thousand 
Christian women, without redemption, would be, 
who are now the loveliest ornaments of this 
world, and almost "as the angels of God in 
heaven." 

" Shall we, wtoao sonis aie lighted 

With wisdom from on high, 
Shall VIC, to soala benighted. 

The lamp of life deny ? 
SalTntion ! suliation ! 

The jojful sound proclaim, 
Till earth's remotest nation 

Has team'd Messiah's name 1" 
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€\}i IjninnmiititE. 

"Elisua passed to Shunem where was a great 
woman;" — distinguished for excellence of cha- 
racter and conduct ; for such are they who are 
great in the sight of the Lord, She appears to 
have possessed an ardent temperament, which 
imparted to her beneficence an earnestness of 
cordiality beyond what is ordinary. Elisha 
would seem to have been residing, for a time, 
in the vicinity, while his calk of duty often led 
him to pass her dwelling. It would not be 
strange if, as she now and then glanced at the 
man of God passing her residence, she observed 
him to be weary and faint with his journeyings ; 
and hence her goodness of heart prompted her 
earnest invitation that he would accept and enjoy 
her hospitalities. Having made her acquaint- 
ance, and realized her kindness, her residence 
became a favored and favorite resting-place of 
the prophet. And more prophets than one have 
found occasion for lofty gi'atitude, as they have 
been refreshed by the cheering smiles, and gene- 
rous sympathies, of some intelligent and excellent 
daughter of Zion. Long after Elisha and his 
noble hostess of Shunem had passed away, the 
great apostle of the Gentiles often rejoiced in the 
house of Lydia, and was succored by the kind 
attentions of Phebe. In the house of Priscilla, 
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ApoUos the eloquent not only found refreshment 
and repose, but also learned, at her lips, " the way 
of God more perfectly." The " elect lady " was 
greatly beloved by John, who was often welcomed 
to her house, and with her had conversed with 
fullness of joy. One of the mansions of Bethany 
was a favored resting-place of the Man of sor- 
rows, who loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Lazarus. This thorny world shall not be utterly 
a desert while such are scattered here and there 
to bloom upon its surface, and cheer, with their 
fragrance, the weary traveler. 

There seems an elegant exuberance in the sym- 
pathy of the Shunammite, as well as admirable 
prudence and discernment. Her generous hos- 
pitality is not satisfied with contemplating merely 
ordinary arrangements. She would have a room 
constructed and fitted up specially for the man 
of God, whither, at his pleasure, he might retire 
to meditate, and pray, and repose. Nor did she 
proceed with arrangements so important without 
the co-operation of her husband. " Behold now," 
she said to him, " I perceive that this is a holy 
man of God which passeth by us continually." 
And such discernment of hers, reveals to us, in 
part, her own fair and excellent character. She 
was not as the heath, knowing not when good 
cometh, but her senses were exercised to know 
good and evil. She could discern the character 
of the prophet ; and, discerning it, could sympa- 
fhize with its sublimity and beauty. Piety and 



iLvGooglf 



WOMEN OF THE EIBi.ii, 107 

goodness fiad no' repulsive ness in her eye, but 
irresistible attraction rathei". She was not con- 
tent that they should " pass continually " by her 
— she invited their presence, and wished them to 
linger with her, and welcomed theni with the 
warmest cordiality. It is refreshing to observe, 
also, her interest to inspire the same sentiments 
in her husband. She would have been greatly 
distressed to be doomed, without his acquiescence 
and pleasure to carry out her plans for the pro- 
phet's entertainment and comfort. She seeks 
that there be but one mind — one thought, in 
those whom God had joined together. Nor is 
she obtrusive, while she is forward in her plans 
of goodness. There is no stepping aside from 
the sweet proprieties of woman. She was 
"great," yet not imperious and haughty — not 
selfish and secluded. "Let us make a Itttfe 
chamber, I pray thee, on the wall." On the 
one hand, she would do all possible for the com- 
fort of the prophet ; on the other, she is equally 
solicitous for her husband's sympathy in her 
benevolent projects. Those projects are suc- 
cessfully fulfilled, and the messenger of Heaven 
failed not to honor the prophet's chamber with 
his presence. 

" The Lord give mercy to the house of Onesi- 
phorus ; for he often refreshed me." Thus prayed 
an apostle for one of the circles that were privi- 
leged to minister to his necessities. In like man- 
ner prayed Elisha as he was once reposing in 
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that little chamber made upon llie wall. And 
who may compute the results of such a petition ? 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. "Call this Shunammite!" The 
prophet has prayed, and the response would seem 
to have been, that he select his blessing for the 
favored woman. She has come, at his command, 
and is standing before him. " Behold," he saith, 
" thou hast been careful — veiy careful for me ; — 
what is to be done for thee ?" It was no earthly 
recompense that, in her kindness and beneficence, 
had been sought for by this elegant lady; yet 
Kuch a recompense is suddenly proffered. " Wilt 
thou be named to the king ?" Shall great favor 
come to her from the throne, or the camp? 
Would she wish to pass up and tread in high 
places, and mingle in the brilliant circles of the 
court? "I dwell among mine own people," is 
the reply of her to whose greatness inspiration 
itself hath borne testimony. What was the pomp 
and glory of the world to her, whose eye was re- 
posing upon a far more glorious destiny, and who 
was laboring not for the meat that perisheth ? 
Nor does she give further answer to the prophet's 
inquiry. She was looking for no special reward 
of her goodness to an eminent servant of the 
Most High. Her privilege was her reward — and 
she deemed it a high honor to lie at his feet, and 
be permitted to provide for his necessities ; while, 
with her brief and characteristic response to the 
prophet, she again disappears, But the man of 
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God is not at rest. "A blessing must come to 
this house. What, then, is to be done for her ?" 
Such is the burden of a heart oppressed with holy 
gratitude and aftection. It must bless that it may 
itself be refreshed. 

The woman of Shunem becomes a mother. 
When five or six summers pass away, her little 
son, \ike that of the Sidonian widow, droops and 
perishes. Elijah, who had comforted the widow 
in her bereavement, had, long since, passed away 
to heaven in a chariot of fire, yet his mantle, as 
he rose, fell upon Elisha, to whom was now has- 
tening, in her affliction, his distinguished hostess. 
She had laid away the little corpse upon the pro- 
phet's bed, and, turning her face toward Carmei, 
she drove swiftly. ' Afar off, the man of God, as 
he stood aloft, marked her rapid approach. " Is 
it well with thee — thy husband — thy child ?" 
" It is well !" and her trembling hands are sein- 
ing the prophet's feet, and the tears of her sorrow 
are gushing swiftly and bitterly. 

Yet, ere nightfall, this storm passes over, and 
there is brightness and brilliancy again, Hke the 
clear shining after rain. Another spirit comes 
back from eternity at the call of a man, and the 
little corpse is reanimated, and rises up from the 
prophet's bed ; and she who, in the morning, 
sought that room with mourning, came thither 
again, at evening, to embrace joy and re- 
joicing. 
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" She rear'd a Eiraple cloister there. 
And placed its artless furniture; 
And welcomed oft the man of prayer 
Within the house she made so sme. 

"And oft tlie weary prophet sought 

Eepose within those peaceful walls — 
The quietcess that lingers not 
111 folly's gay and noisy halls. 

" That room was blessid 1— it was tliere 
He ask'd, ' What shall be done for Ihcc V 
And henntcons visions open'ii where 
She deck'd that bower thus gracefully. 

" There once she wept, indeed ; 'twas when, 
Softly upon the prophet's bed, 
She laid her boy ; then sobb'd again, 
And left him fliere all pale and dead. 

"Yet joy illumed again, at even, 
The ' littlo chamber on the wall,' 
"Where to her arms that boy was given, 
Waked hy (be great Ehaha's call, 

" I 'II write it, then, wilh scenes of bliss. 
Such as the soul shall bug remember; 
And, in my heart, will often kiss 

The haitd that rear'd that prophet's chamber.'' 
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«!» "littlt aniii." 

May we not consent to notice what the Divine 
pen has condescended fo distinguish by an eternal 
memorial ? 

And why, then, should we forget the little cap- 
tive maid in the house of Naaman ? It is true, 
we hear little of her. She was one of the victims 
of cruel and relentless war ; and, by one of those 
sudden invasions by which the Syrians were ac- 
customed to vex the neighboring kingdom of Is- 
rael, thia little daughter of misfortune was taken 
captive, conveyed to Damascus, and became 
waiting-maid to the wife of Naaman. 

She was, probably, a native of Samaria, inas- 
much as she was so familiar with the fact of 
Elisha's residence there. How long she had 
been a captive we are not infoi-med; nor whe- 
ther her family and kindred were still living ; or 
whether her parents, and others of her relatives, 
perished when she was torn away from her 
childhood's home ; or whether they were also 
captives in some other region of Syria. We 
find her alone in the house of the Syrian cap- 
tain. Yet she had not been long there ; for she, 
though young, yet remembers her native country 
and city, and distinguished characters which she 
has seen or heard of there. Of course, she was 
capable of deep sorrow on account of her en- 
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slaved condition, and, doubtless, often wept as she 
remembered her distant and beloYcd home, and the 
mother whom she would see no more, and all the 
beloved companions of her happy childhood. 

Yet she is not overcome by her sorrows. We 
regard her as possessing a fortitude and com- 
posure highly becoming for one so young and 
frail. There are obvious, also, a decided affection 
for her master and mistress, and interest for their 
welfare. "Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria ! for he would recover 
him of his leprosy," These beautiful words are 
all we are permitted to hear from this dear cap- 
tive child. Yet these speak much ; for they tell 
of strong and earnest solicitude for the health and 
comfort of her master. She does not merely 
communicate the fact of a mighty prophet in 
Samaria. Such communication would be cha- 
racteristic of a mind rising but a sHght degree 
above indifference. Thus was not the " little 
maid." The intelligence she imparts takes the 
form of an earnest wish or prayer. It is the 
outbreaking of an affectionate and devoted heart 
— a heart overlooking all injuries of which she 
may have been tJie subject in the matter of her 
enslavement, and forcible detention from the 
scenes of her nativity. 

Her language bespeaks her intelligence, as well 
as her sympathy and goodness. She was a little 
maid, slight in stature, and of tender years ; yet 
her speech is mature. She knew the great pro- 
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phet, and speaks of him with all the assurance of 
fuC intelligence and unwavering confidence. " He 
would recover him of his leprosy." That was 
much to know, and much to say. Yet was it so 
known, and so said, as to claim authority, and 
produce conviction, — and that, too, upon superior 
minds. " Thus and thus said the maid," the 
Syrian king was told. And the king was moved, 
and the letter of introduction is prepared, directed 
to the monarch of Israel; and the "great and 
honorable captain" — the "mighty man of valor," 
is presently on his way to Samaria, with splendid 
equipage and magnificent presents. That little 
voice, and those few words — few, yet effective — 
produce great movements. 

And there is no ultimate disappointment. The 
great captain returns to his wife, and to the little 
m^d, a renewed being — renewed first, in body, 
his flesh as that of a little child,— -and renewed in 
mind and spirit, offering thereafter, no sacrifice, 
save to the true God, and bearing as he comes the 
great prophet's blessing. 

It seems safe, then, to infer a better destiny for 
the captive child. Health, piety, happiness, and 
life, had all come, through her agency, to the great 
man her master. Did he not bless her, then, as he 
returned with joy from the prophet's presence ? 
Found she not again her native home? And 
were riches and honor withheld from her whose 
fair wishes for her master's welfare_ were but the 
prelude of their full accomplishment? 
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Be her memory then forever lovely ! Her voice 
was delicious music, and the outbreathing of her 
lips was health and fragrance. Her words were 
full of modesty and discretion — and they were 
" winged words " — and tlieir echo was as pro- 
tracted as it was beautiful. " Would my lord were 
with the prophet!" He was promptly with the 
prophet. " He would heal him !" He did heal 
him. 

TKe moral of the story touching the " little 
maid " is this : — That a child — a little captive one 
— may, by a " fitly spoken " word, perform a good 
whose influence shall be incalculable and ever- 
lasting. 



KBijrti. 

Vashti was wife of Ahasuei^us, king of Persia — 
who was the same as Artaxer.xes, son of the famous 
Xerxes. That period of her history of which we 
have an account in the Scriptures, was four hun- 
dred and sixtyyears before the birth of Christ. Sa- 
cred and profane history both assign to her hus- 
band an extensi^'e and mighty empire, reaching 
from India on the east to Ethiopia west, and em- 
bracing one hundred and twenty-seven provinces. 
Such was the great dignity of Vashti, whose beauty 
and accomplishments appear to have been corre- 
spondent with her lofty position. In the third year 
of her husband's reign, extraordinary festivities 
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were ordered by him, in his palace at Shushan, 
\Yhere, during one hundred and eighty days, he 
entertained all the princes and nobility of his 
numerous provincesj and displayed before them 
the exuberant riches and splendor of his kingdom. 
At the end of the hundred and fourscore days, he 
ordered another feast for the people of the city, 
which continued seven days ; and during the same 
time Queen Yoshti made a feast for the women, 
in accordance with the oriental custom of the 
separation of the sexes on such occasions. 

On the closing day of this latter feast, and when 
the king was "merry with wine," he sends his 
seven chamberlains to conduct the queen, in full 
array of royalty, to the presence of the king, in 
order that he might exhibit to the assembled no- 
bility and people her extraordinary beauty. The 
queen refused compliance with the king's requisi- 
tion, and, as a consequence, with the advice and 
counsel of his wise men, she was divorced from 
her husband — was deprived of the royal dignity, 
and another ascended to occupy the position which 
she had forfeited. 

After this there is no more related of Vashti ; 
nor is there necessity for anything further. 
Enough is written to illustrate the perfect propriety 
of her conduct, as well as the consummate injustice 
she was compelled to receive at the hands of her 
graceless husband. All those aspects of Vasbti'a 
character which we are permitted to discern, are 
becoming and beautiful. We observe a decorous 
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cordiality and sympathy in the festivities wtiich, 
on tliis great occasion, were ordered by the king. 
We perceive her readiness to associate \vith him 
in the feast of seven days to the people of Shushan, 
and, in accordance with the Persian customs, to 
entertain the mothera and daughters, while the 
king should provide the banquetings for the fathers 
and sons. She exhibits herself as prompt to every 
act of propriety and courtesy. She was one with 
her royal consort, so long as he was self-possessed 
and rational. She was obedient, as was meet, 
while the king was worthy of her obedience. But 
when, after long wine-drinking, he became intoxi- 
cated, and was ho longer a man, and reason was 
dethroned, and virtue was prostrate, and the com- 
mands of his lips became but as the babblings of 
insanity, — then, most appropriately and righteous- 
ly, she declined his requirements. What virtuous 
princess of modern kingdoms would not, in similar 
circumstances, imitate her noble example ? 

There are several considerations that challenge 
our respect and love for this beautiful queen of 
Persia. 

We respect and love her for her dignity. She 
was a distinguished personage, and stood in a dis- 
tinguished position. Few women were ever more 
elevated in rank or station. With a proper ap- 
preciation of her position and duty, she justly 
scorned to be placed on exhibition, and exposed to 
the rude gaze of a bacciianalian host, with the 
prince of bacchanals at their head, and acting as 
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master of ceremonies. What respect, after such 
a degrading ceremony, could she have ever 
retained for herself — her husband — or her station ? 

We respect and love her for her modesty and hu- 
mility. A vain and ostentatious lady might, with 
little hesitation, have complied with the royal com- 
mand. She might have been prompt, despite of 
all impropriety or disgrace, to seize such an oppor- 
tunity for the proclamation and display of her 
charms. But nothing like this was the character 
of this noble woman. She possessed beauty — 
peerless beauty of person ; for she stood at the 
head of her sex throughout that vast kingdom — a 
position for which personal elegance appears to 
have been a capital test of qualification. Had 
she been vain, rather than virtuous — and ostenta- 
tious, rather than modest, what a rare opportunity 
was now presented for the gratification of her 
ambition ! But such a ceremony was utterly dis- 
tasteful. She chose to bloom in retirement, and 
counted the cruel exposure to which she was cited, 
to be but the sad blighting of her charms, and the 
eclipsing of all her brilliancy. 

We respect and love her for her disinterested- 
ness. The sacred narrative, with its character- 
istic brevity, forbears to admit us into the more 
private halls of that splendid palace. We are not 
permitted to look upon Vashti, as she receives the 
shameful message to prepare herself to stand as a 
public spectacle. The struggle which for a mo- 
ment agitated that delicate and accomplished 
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mind, is not revealed. Yet it is quite easy to 
guess what she must have clearly foreseen. 
When she consented to disobey the gre^ mo- 
narch of Persia, she knew full well that the con- 
sequences would be momentous ; and together 
with her decision to decline, she decided also to 
relinquish her fair station, and even to submit to 
deMh itself. To one, if not both of these melan- 
choly results, she saw she would be doomed, and 
still " she refused to come at the king's comnnand- 
raent." Honor to her! She therein demonstrated 
before the eyes of that vast nation, as well i« to all 
after generations, that she was as noble as she was 
beautiful ; and that thegi^eatness of her mind, and the 
refinement ofher heart, were entirely commensurate 
with the enchanting gracefulness of her person. 

Thus do we presume to estimate this proscribed 
and unfortunate lady,— pif, indeed, it should be 
reckoned a misfortune that so much loftiness and 
excellence should become emancipated from so 
much meanness and mire. Immeasurably too 
lovely and good was such a queen to be linked, in 
her destinies, with a purling drunkard— king though 
lie might be.- The heart of sympathy could wish 
that she might never have entered that palace, to 
be insulted by the presence of besotted royalty, and 
sickened by the breath of magnificent beastliness. 
Would she might have bloomed still in the vales 
of peacefulness, and wedded there the brilliant 
counterpart ofher own inestimable beauty, dignity, 
and worth ! Too good was she for a kins — too 
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noble for a palace — too virtuous for a court — too 
beautiful for a crown. 

Whitiier Vashti retired, when she " came no 
more before king Ahasaerus," there is no record. 
She saw another rise up to take her place and 
wear the crown which had been unrighteously 
torn from her own head. It is pleasant that no 
other harm is discovered ; and pleasant to believe 
that self-respect, a good conscience, peace and 
quietness, attended her who, by her virtue, and not 
by her fauH and vice, was compelled to lay ofT the 
comfortless vestments of royalty. 

Christianity enjoins upon the wife obedience to 
her husband; yet guards her, in this matter, with 
strong limitations. That husband is to love his 
wife — love her as his own flesh. In other words, 
he is never to tyrannize over her, — never to be 
unkind, — never unreason able, — never require what 
is wrong, indecorous, or improper ; while his very 
commands — if, indeed, he ever utters any to his 
wife — are to be but the outbreathings of kindness 
and love. If, then, with a spirit the reverse of all 
this, he demands of his wife, as ofa servant, to do 
this or tJiat, — if he issue such demands, irrespective 
of their righteousness or wrongfulness, — if he re- 
quire what he ought not, and what ought not to be 
complied with, then let the wife, in her great mis- 
fortune, look up to the God of the oppressed, and 
standing, like Vashti, in the mighty strength of 
virtue, decline obedience. In other words, let her 
obey God and her conscience, rather than man. 
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Esther began to flourish about B. C. 462. She 
was a Jewess, resident in Susa, and daughter of 
Abihail, who appears to have been of the many 
among that people who declined returning to Ca- 
naan after- the Babylonian captivity. Her parents 
having both died, she became the adopted daugh- 
ter of her kinsman, Mordecai, who was one of 
the king's porters at his palace in Shushan, and 
who appears to have reared her up with extia- 
ordinary care. Esther is represented as possess- 
ing great beauty, and " obtained favor in the sight 
of all that looked upon her." She it was who, 
after the banishment of the virtuous Vashti from 
the king's presence, was selected by him to take 
her place, and received the royal crown at his 
hand. By her exaltation, she became the provi- 
dential instrument of saving the people of her 
nation in the conspiracy for their destruction 
plotted by the infamous Haman. Greatly beloved 
by the king, he was ready to bestow upon her 
all her desire, — while thus signal advantages ac- 
crued to the Jewish people wherever scattered in 
that vast empire. Her elevation, and iier triumph 
over Haman and all the enemies of her nation, 
are the capita! incidents of her history, as given 
in the Scriptures. The number of years she 
lived, and whether the sequel of her history was 
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equally prosperous as its commencement, are 
matters which are not reported to us. 

Nor is it necessary. To act the part which 
she was commissioned to act, was glory sufEeient 
for one princess, even if no further prosperity and 
happiness awaited her upon earth. The conspi- 
racy of Haman, and its defeat, constitute one of 
the great and prominent events of Jewish his- 
tOTy. Ahasuerus is king of the great Assyrian 
empire. Esther is his recently-wedded and be- 
loved wife. Haman was the first of the nobility. 
Mordecai was one of the king's porters. Mor- 
decai and Esther were Jews, and related to each 
other as above. He refuses to Haman the usual 
ceremonies of respect and reverence, paid to him 
by the other servants of the king. Whether 
Mordecai had sufficient reason for a course of 
conduct which placed in such imminent peril the 
existence of the whole Jewish people, is not rela- 
ted. Haman becomes greatly exasperated, and 
plots the ruin, not only. of Mordecai, but of all his 
brethren throughout the empire. All arrange- 
ments are made for a simultaneous attack, and 
utter extermination. To this .project of -whole- 
sale murder the king had given his consent, and 
had thus shown himself a fellow- murderer with 
his chief minister. The curses of posterity fall 
heavily upon the head of Haman in remembrance 
of this transaction. But if his name be so de- 
testable, what shall be said of the man who, hav- 
mg power to prevent all the mischief, cordially 
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consented to this greatest tragedy that was ever 
projected, and the successful execution of which 
would have covered with innocent blood the 
greatest empire on earth, and blotted from exist- 
ence, in a single day, one of the nations of the 
world ? 

The human angel that was to step forth and 
turn away this most fatal storm, was the beautiful 
Esther. Instructed by Mordecai concerning the 
danger that was pending, and the part she was to 
act, she mediated with consummate address — ■ 
brought into requisition all her great influence 
with her royal, brutal husband — procured the 
condemnation and execution of her nation's great 
enemy — obtained permission for the Jews in all 
the empire to stand upon their defense on the day 
appointed for their destruction, — and thus, by her 
timely agency, saved her kindred and people. 

A high place is to be assigned to Esther, there- 
fore, in the list of eminent women that have 
adorned this world. She did valiantly ; nor can 
we wonder that her name should be so honored 
and dear in the minds of the Jevrish people of 
every generation. Not only are we to contem- 
plate her as eminent in intellectual ability, but as 
endowed also with extraordinary goodness of 
heart. The fate of her nation was hanging, for a 
time, upon her movements ; and nobly did she 
fulfill the mission which the Divine providence had 
assigned to her. She laid her all upon the altar 
of the public welfare. "Fast ye for me," she 
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saith to Mordecai and all the Jews ; " I also and 
my maidens will fast likewise ; and so will I go in 
unto the king, which is not according to the law ; 
and if I perish, I perish." Such was the spirit 
and temper of the beloved Esther. She deter- 
mined, if need be, to sacrifice herself for the safety 
of her kindred. 

In the history of Esther there rises before us, 
with wonderful clearness and emphasis, one of 
those movements of special Providence which 
the pure mind discerns so constantly on the page 
of history. For aught that we can perceive, it 
was utterly irrespective of Esther's connection 
with the king that Haman receives the great of- 
fense which was likely to result so disastrously. 
We see not but the murderous and dreadful de- 
cree would have been made, whether she had ever 
beheld the king or not. Yet when it is made, 
and the frightful storm is gathering, she is directly 
there, and clothed, providentially, with an author- 
ity such as no other person upon earth could 
wieJd.' When a fate the most disastrous and ter- 
rible of all their history was hanging over all that 
wide-spread people, the God of destinies had placed 
the one being of all others in the one position of 
all others, for the turning aside thedreadful blow 1 
Such is the grand fact — the sublime development, 
in the inspired history of the illustrious Esther. 
We love her for the admirable qualities of her 
person. We respect her for the lofty place she 
was called to occupy. We profoundly venerate 
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her for her accomplished tact and triumphant 
success in overthrowing a conspiracy the blood- 
iest, perhaps, and the most diabolical, in the annals 
of human history. At the same time, let us love, 
and venerate, and adore infinitely more the gi^eat 
unseen Hand that was concerned in all the pheno- 
mena of her history, and the Being who was 
himself the great actor amid these solemn move- 
ments. Verily, there is a God that sitteth in the 
heavens, who bringeth to naught the devices of 
wicked men, and into the pit which they prepare 
for others thrusts them down headlong to terrible 
destruction. 

The daughter who may chance to read this 
brief essay will not, of course, infer that there 
are to be many instances such as that of Esther. 
Yet may every one be certain that, in the event 
of her full submission to the Divine hand, that 
hand shall accomplish in her, and by her, some 
good which may not be measured by earthly 
treasures. 



€^t firgin 3Hitn(. 

Mary is the earliest of the female characters that 
meet us in the New Testament Scriptures ; and 
she rises before us as the one of all the Bible 
whom, in the way of description or history, we 
approach the most reluctantly. We feel that 
though human, and inheriting "like ] 
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with her sex generally, yet, on the other hand, 
she stands out distinctly from all others, and that 
she is, as well in our thoughts, as in the angelic 
sailutation, "blessed among women." Special and 
profound reverence, therefore, shall be added to 
our sacred affection, as we glance at her who was 
divinely hailed as "highly favored," — and who 
was the mother of Jesus. 

Mary was the daughter of Heli, and was, as 
well as her husband, descended of the royal line 
of David. She appears to have been a native of 
Nazareth, and when she is first introduced by the 
sacred writer, her hand is pledged to Joseph, and 
the marriage-day is approaching. It is during 
this interesting interval that the great event of 
the Annunciation occurs. A solemn day was 
that in Mary's history — a day unexpected — ^un- 
thought of previously — and afterwards never to 
be forgotten. Up to this morning she was as 
others of her sex and age, and bloomed, a lovely 
being, somewhere wdthin the city of Nazareth. 
True, we know nothing of her previous history. 
Yet we do not think of her as having ever before 
looked upon superior beings, or listened, in amaze- 
ment, to unearthly voices. Ther» is no wonder, 
then, that when that angel being met her, she was 
astonished ; — and that when those sentences 
of heavenly beauty fell upon her ear, she was 
troubled. No extraordinary destiny, it is proba- 
ble, ever arose to occupy her youthful dreams. 
Her sober, thoughtful mind, as it gazed into the 
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future, embraced, it is true, delightful prospects ; 
yet were they such, and only such, as a thousand 
lovely maids have looked upon, as they welcomed 
the delicious visions of forthcoming and joyous 
happiness. Joseph, if we do not misjudge both 
him and her, was the man of all others to be 
greatly loved by Mary. Intelligent, righteous, 
candid, generous, and merciful, he was the fine 
and noble counterpart of that female loveliness 
and worth which, probably, have never been ex- 
celled. Her union with him was contemplated, 
then, with calm and sunny hope, and their 
united and happy destinies on earth would wit- 
ness, as she trusted, a peaceful evening, and 
they would pass afterward away to the heavenly 
Canaan. 

Were not some^ing like the above the limits 
of Mary's modest, though brilliant hopes,, on the 
morning of Gabriel's visit ? But a scene new 
and altogether extraordinary opens now. The 
Virgin is no longer upon a level with others of 
her sex. " Blessed art thon among women," is 
announced to her from an authority more than 
human, and henceforth "all generations" must 
contemplate her as standing alone. There is none 
' like her — there can be none. She is the first of 
her sex, from the ancient "mother of all living," 
down to the last maid that shall bloom in beauty 
at the opposite and far-off extremity of Adam's 
race. Standing as in the centre of human gene- 
rations, there she rises, with a sublimity unearthly. 
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to the gaze of a wondering world — her form beam- 
ing with a radiance soft, yet novel and awful, 
and with a beauty above human, and peerless. 
Whoever speaks of her now, let him pause as he 
pronounces a name not merely pleasant, but holy, 
and attaching to itself associations as interesting 
and as sublime as man's immortal weal. Is it a 
goddess as we approach her — a being once human 
and terrestrial, and now all suddenly deified, and 
registered with celestial intelligences ? Nothing 
of this. Spare your adorations and your prayers. 
Worship God ! Here rises no divinity. Human- 
ity is stiSl here ; but who shall tell its esaltation ? 
Who shall appreciate the overwhelming enchant- 
ment of this strange picture ? The pen trembles 
and falls here. Amazement seizes the bewildered 
spectator ; — the eye grows dim ; — the spirit's 
depths are stirred; — the natural powers give 
way ; — the whole being, like the Virgin alone and 
looking upon that angel stranger, is troubled ; — 
strange visions, such as never waked before, rise 
up, though dimly — then flit away again, as withia 
the shadows of eternity. 

Who shall describe the interview, when that 
swift immortal htuied the gentle Mary ? Who 
shall portray that presence ? What was the 
beauty of that countenance ? — the glory of that 
eye — the brilliancy of those tresses — the music 
of that voice — the divine gracefulness of those 
motions — the fragrance of those robes of immor- 
tality ? Which way came he as he entered? In 
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what direction lay his course as, retiring, he passed 
away heavenward ? 

Is it wicked that, with longings irrepressible, 
we revolve such inquiries ? Since sometimes 
human eyes have looked upon heavenly forms, 
and human ears have listened to celestial voices, 
is it a forbidden curiosity when, in the soul's deep 
struggles, it looks out through the portals, and 
weeps to descry beings that once touched this 
earth — and have walked and conversed with 
humble and lowly ones — and in music such as is 
never heard from human lips, have whispered to 
one, " Thou art greatly beloved !" and to another, 
" The Lord is with thee !" 

Thus was Mary saluted. Was she within doOTs, 
or abroad upon the mountain ramble ? Was it in 
open day, or when the shadows of night were 
reposing softly upon hill and vale ? Did he .tarry 
long, or was he soon away again, nearing the 
shores of Paradise ? It is not essential ; nor is it 
essential that Gabriel should come to me. His 
mission to Mary was as if to every individual for 
whom a Saviour was about to be revealed. 

It seems needless to remark the exceeding ap- 
propriateness of so sublime an announcement as 
that to the favored Mary, If mere men, as Isaac 
and the Baptist, eminent though they were, 
might be heralded by angel messengers, much 
more should we expect such extraordinary pro- 
clamation to precede the advent of Him who was 
the greatest of all prophets, and whose kingdom 
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was to last forever. Strange that such a super- 
human manifestation should ever raise a doubt in 
a Christian mind ! What thoughtful man would 
not wonder, rather, at the absence of such species 
of notice ? Is not the entire process of redemp- 
tion superhuman ? When the Divinity became 
united with humanity ; when the rescue of a 
wicked world from sin, and from death eternal, 
was planned ; when a greater work was about to 
be consummated on earth, than the creation of 
thousands of material worlds, — was it so strange 
that celestial messengers from heaven to earth 
should precede and accompany so momentous a 
crisis in God's providential and gracious dispen- 
sations ? On the contrary, all is in keeping. It 
was fit that movetneuts so sublime and wonderful 
should be announced by angels, and that voices 
from other worlds should be heard right early, 
proclaiming the coming of the Desire of al! na- 
tions. 

And the message is given — the maid listens with 
astonishment, — believes what she hears, — acqui- 
esces in the Divine plans, and receives the angel's 
blessing. 

When the scene again opens, Mary is hastening 
far from home to commune with Elisabeth. Ar- 
riving, strange salutations again meet her, as she 
enters the mansion of her cousin. Prophetic 
words are once more breathed forth, and again are 
the blessings of heaven pronounced upon the vir- 
^n, while, in glad response, her own lips are opened, 
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and, in a song of matchless beauty, she praises 
the God who had exalted her to be the admiration 
of ail generations. 

The scene of her perplexity then follows soon ; 
but Joseph is a just and feeling man, and his heart, 
though, doubtless, racked and torn with bitterest 
disappointment, yet leaned toward mercy. He 
would not destroy the supposed guilty one. He 
was prudent and sincere, and God met him and 
plead for the innocent, and banished ail his fears, 
and restored him again to his virtuous and beloved 
Mary. " He will never suffer the righteous to be 
moved," 

Jesus Christ is born! — "born of the Virgin 
Mary." Of this great event it scarcely becomes 
us to speak in this connection. It stands out 
prominently in the history of the universe, and 
will attract to itself the admiration of holy intelli- 
gences so long as "life and thought and being last." 
All suddenly it drew heaven down ; and voices 
without number, and such as never before lighted 
on the ears of fallen beings, breathed their trium- 
phant minstrelsy in the vicinity of this earth- 
Long before, indeed, the morning stars sang to- 
gether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy. 
But this was when the world's foundations were 
laid, and before sin had spoiled the newly created 
scene. Four thousand years had rolled slowly 
and sadly away, while no heavenly harp was 
heard in human habitations, or abroad in bloom- 
ing groves, or aloft in mid^air, Superior beings 
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were away; or ifj at distant intervals, they ap- 
proached our world on errands ofmercy or of ven- 
geance, it was to linger but for a moment, and then 
again " fly swiftly " from scenes of guilt and woe 
too mournful for the eyes of angels. The moment 
of Christ's incarnation was the moment, in the 
history of man, when heavenly voices first sung in 
the ears erf sinners. It was in the dark night, and 
shepherds, at their vigils, were the favored audi- 
tors. We wonder not that they were "sore 
afraid ;" nor that, as they saw those hosts return 
heavenward, they said one to another, " Let us go 
to Bethlehem and see !" 

Mary, as is natural, appears now and then, as 
we trace the inspired history of the Lord Jesus. 
Wherever we discern her, along his infancy and 
childhood, we always behold her deep and tender 
interest — her fullness of affection — her unfeigned 
modesty and humility— Iier sober thoughtful ness, 
and the exceeding propriety of her whole beaa^ing 
and conduct. It might seem that, deeply pene- 
trated with a sense of the transcendent dignity of 
her position, she most assiduously eschewed every 
word, and act, and thought, inconsistent with such 
elevation. She never obtrudes herself upon the 
popular gaze. Her words are few and select. 
Perfectly assured of the extraordinary character 
and destiny of her Son, she, at the same time, 
moves witli the strictest prudence, and, instead of 
noise and ostentation, she "keeps all these things, 
and ponders them in her heart." In the pubJio 
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career of Christ, she is profoundly interested in all 
his movements — takes :iot her eye away from him 
— ^lingers near him to the last, and is in one of the 
groups which, standing afar off, sees him suspended 
from the cross. Then and there it was that she 
felt to the quick the wound predicted to her hy 
Simeon, and a sword pierced through her own 
soul as she constrained herself to witness the 
agonies of Him who was, at the same time, her son 
and her Saviour. That son, (O, wonderfully beau- 
tiful !) in the very act of dying for the eternal life 
of a world, gave her in charge to the beloved dis- 
ciple, in order that quietness and plenty might bless 
the evening of her days. 



Elisabeth is a name of great reputation in the 
Holy Scriptures. She was of the daughters of 
Aaron, and wife of Zachariah, who was of the 
priesthood. The Scripture presentation of the 
character of these two persons is, that " they were 
both righteous before God, walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." 
More than this, surely, need not be added. They 
were obviously not like thousands of their nation, 
and many even in the priesthood. They had not a 
mere outwardly righteousness, but a righteousness 
before God — a righteousness that was real, sincere. 
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and such as met the Divine approval. It is highly 
refreshing, as well as interesting, to discern exam- 
pies like these, moving amid that wicked genera- 
tion. All accounts agree that the Jewish people 
had become strangely degenerate- Though they 
professed the worship of the true God, and the 
tempie service was still maintained, yet were they 
an exceedingly rebellious and wicked people, and 
were rapidly filling op the measure of their iniqui- 
ties. Many of the priesthood were among the 
vilest of men. They were full of hypocrisy, mur- 
der, debate, deceit, malignity, and almost every 
evil passion that was wont to riot in men aban- 
doned to evil and wickedness. There seemed no 
epithet too dreadful for inspired Jips to attach to 
them. They were -biind guides, hypocrites — 
whited sepulchers — serpents, and vipers, and mur- 
derers. Even the members of the great council 
appear, almost to a man, to have been on a level 
with the very worst of men, — utterly regardless of 
justice, truth, or even decorum. And as it was 
with the higher classes, so was it with the multi- 
tude. Righteousness, goodness, and the fear of the 
Lord, seem to have almost utterly forsaken that 
favored people. They had received the law by the 
dispensation of angels, and had not kept it. Zacha- 
riah and Elisabeth, and others, here and there, 
stood out from this general mass of wickedness. 
They rose as pure and burning lighte amid the dark- 
ness. The spirit of evil was ail abroad ; but they 
remained untainted, and held fast their iategrity. 
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Such was Elisabeth. During many'years of a 
wicked age, and encompassed by unrighteousness, 
she was righteous before God. She kept herself 
aloof from the raging flood of impiety. She joined 
her husband most fully and cordially in adhering 
to God and his law, amid surrounding darkness and 
violence. She looked for a brighter day, and de- 
parted not from the fear of God. Her house was 
a house of prayer. " The Scriptures " were there, 
and they were perused and regarded, and the law 
of God was laid up in her heart. We know of 
Elisabeth that she sincerely loved and worshiped 
the true God. She was pure in speech. She 
sanctified the Sabbath-day. She rendered to all 
their dues, and interfered with the rights of none. 
No one had reasonably any evil thing to say of 
her. She was blameless, harmless, without re- 
buke, before a wicked and perverse nation, among 
whom she shone as a pure and brilliant light. 

How fit a companion was she for a priest of the 
most high God ! How favored of Providence was 
Zachariah in the lovely companion of his life ! 
And, on the other hand, how happy was such a 
one as Ehsabeth, that she was joined with a man 
of prayer — a righteous man! What must have 
been the mutual influence, especially in that corr 
rupt age, of their unflinching integrity, and unfail- 
ing righteousness ! They joined hands for good- 
ness and for heaven. They strengthened each 
other in the Lord their God. They were not un- 
equally yoked together. Theirs was a marriage 
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indeed — a union in the great things of God, and in 
the momentous interests of the soul. 

God remembers his chosen ones, and often opens 
up before thenn new scenes of happiness, even in 
the present world. Continuing righteous before 
God, and walking regularly and constantly in His 
commandments and ordinances, it has more than 
once transpired that, after long years of trial, bles- 
sings as unexpected as they were valuable, have 
all suddenly been laid at the feet of the faithful 
ones. I have heard of a traveler who wandered 
long amiddark and apparently interminable forests. 
As he advanced, the dense thicket still arose be- 
fore him, beyond which no field or sky arose on the 
weary eye ; and there seemed, as the sombre days 
and solitary nights passed slowly over him, only a 
deeper and deeper burial wiiliin the cold, damp 
wilderness. And yet he rallied fortitude and 
strength, and fanned the flickering flame of hope, 
and still advanced, until, as in a twinkling, a bril- 
liant opening shone through the ancient forest- 
trees; and approaching, he looked in transport 
upon his long-desired and long-sought home, repos- 
ing in beauty amid the sunny vale beneath the 
eminence whereon he stood entranced. And 
then, as he looked up and breathed infinite grati- 
tude into the ear of God, he foi^ot, in that hour of 
transport, all his dreary wanderings, and every 
dark anxiety and fear, and hailed his present hap- 
piness as an ample compensation from the Hand 
that doeth all things well. 
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Thus was it with Elisabeth. She, like Sarah of 
old, had passed into the vale of years, and without 
embracing a son, — an event which appears to have 
been counted a severe reproach and calamity by 
the ancient women. Yet mark what honor suc- 
ceeds to such reproach — what prosperity triumphs 
over such calamity, in the examples of these illus- 
trious worthies. Passing, both of them, beyond 
the line within which lie human hope and proba- 
bility, mysterious bfeings are suddenly passing 
from heaven to earth, — and strange predictions 
are uttered, and new revelations astonish and 
cheer God's humble worshipers, — and renown- 
ed offspring, whose names are to be he!d in 
everlasting remembrance, rise before those " who 
were called barren." God's ways are a great 
deep, and His paths are not known. 

A son is born to Elisabeth, — a son of rich and 
certain promise, and of sublime and glorious des- 
tiny. He was sacred from his birth, and the hand 
of the Lord was near him. He passed his child- 
hood and youth away from public gaze ; and as he 
grew in stature, his spirit waxed strong and mighty, 
and going in and out before his parents, they knew 
him to be ordered for extraordinary purposes. 

Elisabeth's son became a prophet of the highest 
— the predicted Elijah of the New Testament dis- 
pensation — the forerunner of God's Messiah, turn- 
ing multitudes to the Lord their God. He was 
great in the sight of the Lord — so great that none 
born of woman had been greater than he. True, 
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he died disastrously, as have multitudes of others 
of whom the world was not worthy. Yet he finish- 
ed his course, and passed early to take his place 
among the assembled prophets of former gene- 
rations. 

Daughter of Israel I How pure, as it flows to 
thee, is the voice of thine ancient sister! It whis- 
pers, " Be thou always sincerely and deeply righte- 
ous, nor he swerved from thy duty by one of all 
adverse influences. Hide the blessed law of God 
within thy heart, and let all thy private, domestic, 
and social waiks be in exact accordance with its 
precepts. Join hands, in beauteous harmony, with 
thy husband, in all the ways of righteousness and 
holiness. If he is hastening up the path of life, 
hasten thou at his side. If he lingers, gently and 
cautiously direct his eye aloft, and, with thy soft 
hand, draw him onward- Love thou the house of 
God, and linger always neaF His altars. Count 
nothing unimportant which He has enjoined, and 
let all His ordinances be precious with thee. And 
be thou blameless — an Israelite indeed, in whom 
there is no guile. Thus God shall appear for thee ; 
and brighter scenes shall yet open before thee — it 
may be in this life— certainly in the life to come." 
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Slaait. 

A TEW lines only of the Divine book are devoted 
to her ; yet they tell of excellent things, and will 
bear the name of Anna, with honor, down to the 
latest generation of the Saviour's followers. -On 
her iirst and only appearance upon the Divine page, 
she has traveled far down into the vale of years. 
The husband and companion of her youth was 
Jong since dead, and, resigning him to an early 
grave, it might seem, that she had, at the same 
time, relinquished aU earthly hopes — had conse- 
crated herself to holy living — had dwelt long and 
earnestly amid the Scriptures, and had delighted to 
abide near the altar of God, The morning and 
evening service at f}ie temple was dear to her ; so 
also was the silent closet, and the prayer which 
went up from the heart to the Father who seeth 
in secret. Her soul was in sympathy with him 
of old, to whom the law of God was only delight, 
and in that law he meditated day and night. 
Long and intently had she pondered the ancient 
prophecies, and she saw that brighter days were 
laid up for her nation, and for the world. A pro- 
phetess herself, she held deep communings with 
holy men of old, and with them she inquired, and 
searched diligently concerning the great salvation 
which they prophesied. With them, was she in- 
tent upon what, or what manner of lime, the spirit 
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of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the 
glory that should follow. She saw that the fullness 
of time was come, — that Daniel's weeks were 
spent — and, as the watchmen waiting for the star 
of morning, she was looking. The Prince of 
Peace — the Messiah of God — the Desire of all na- 
tions — He whose kingdom was to absorb all other 
kingdoms, and was to last forever — the Redeemer 
of men ; — toward this long predicted Being wero 
directed the eyes of Anna the aged. Nor was she 
without kindred minds that, within that wicked 
city, were praying and expecting. In addition to 
the prophetic impulse which touched her own 
spirit, had she not conversed with the venerable 
Simeon, and heard him express his assurance of 
looking, before his death, upon the Lord's Anointed ? 
Interesting to the student of holy things are 
these hallowed openings through which we are 
permitted to look within the cloisters and the hearte 
of ancient godly ones. How unutterably refresh- 
ing, even to us, far distant spectators, to behold the 
spirit of prophecy again returning, after the long 
interval of hundreds of melancholy years ! How 
welcome the renewed visits of ancient Gabriel — 
ancient, yet youthful, and glorious, and mighty, as 
when, long before, he flew, at God's command, 
and touched the beloved Daniel! O! how sub- 
limely beautiful to hear heaven's voices breathing 
again through human organs ! The songs of Zacha- 
rias, Simeon and Anna, joined with tliose angel 
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responses high up ahove the enchanted shepherds, 
breathe forth a chorus whose swift echoings along 
this dying world have startled millions into life — 
entranced them as they passed on through their 
pilgrimage — while, lying down to die at last, they 
still turned to listen to the great anthem of salva- 
tion as they "breathed their lives out sweetly 
there !" 

And who might adequately measure the trans- 
ports of the aged Anna ? During many, many 
years, she had seen " through a glass darkly." 
True, she had hope of the promise made of God 
unto the fathers ; unto which promise, instantly 
serving God, day and night, she hoped to come. 
She looked to see the promised Seed before her 
death. She longed that the clearer light should 
shine and that " the glory of Israel " might rise, for 
once, upon her eyes, ere her weary frame should 
sink into the dust. 

She was heard. At the exact moment, the 
venerable Simeon "came, by the Spirit, into the 
temple ;" and Anna was seen " coming in that in- 
stant." There they stood, on that remembered 
day, and as if representative of all men and 
women. There they both looked upon the Mes- 
siah, — ^both rejoiced with joy unspeakable, — both 
gave the prophetic testimony of his coming, — and 
both sent their prases, a sweet savor, up to the 
eternal throne. 

Nor could this suffice for the enraptured Anna. 
See her, as she passes from house to house, and 
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from street to street, seeking out the praying, 
hoping ones, assuring them that the Redeemer had 
come. Pure and brilliant is that light to those 
witnessing its last shining. That aged voice grows 
young again ; that withered countenance beams 
with unwonted radiance ; that faded eye grows 
bright with celestial fire. New and strange energy 
pervades that tottering frame. She takes hold of 
strength — pushes diligently her final effort — and 
departed not till she spake of Him to all that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem. 

Ye aged mothers in spiritual Israel ! Weep not, 
for your light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon you ! The world, it is true, grows 
dim, and those that look out of the windows are 
darkened, and the doors are shut in the streets, and 
the daughters of music are brought low, and fears 
are in the way, and the grasshopper is a burden. 
As the trembling autumn leaf, ye are ready to 
drop and be unseen. Yet cling to the H6pe of 
" the holy women in the old time, who trusted in 
God." Continue in supplications and prayers, as 
the closing days and nights pass heavily, perhaps 
painfully, away. Memory declines ; yet seize upon 
a few exceeding great and precious promises, or 
upon only oiie, if sometimes ail others fade from 
view. Flesh and heart fail ; yet lean, with un- 
yielding confidence, upon Him who is the strength 
of your hearts, and your portion forever. The 
speech is feeble and slow ; yet use it to praise God, 
and give him perpetual thanksgiving. Pronounce 
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often the name of your Redeemer, and speak of 
Him " to ail that look for redemption." Be not in 
haste to say that the days of your usefulness are 
gone. No marvel if your evening sun shall go 
down in the midst of life's great harvest-time ! At 
all events, prophesy while you may — upraise while 
you live ! Still sweep the broken, tuneless instru- 
ment, till the glad day of its exchange for the harp 
of eternity ! 

" ni pruse Him wliUe He lends me breatb, 
And, when mj Toice is lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 
My dajB of praise shall ne'er be past. 
While life, anil thought, and being last. 

Or immortality endures." 



There seems an air of mystery accompanying 
this woman. Was she, or was she not, a woman 
of virtue? Agfdnst the favorable hypothesis,- 
there stands the declaration, that when Christ 
conversed with her she had had five husbands, 
and was then in possession of a man who was not 
her husband. Nothing else appears in the narra- 
tive prejudicial to her reputation ; while, on the 
contrary, the whole presentation, with the above 
exception, exhibits her under favorable aspects. 
What then of the exception ? 
That she had had five husbands, is no conclu- 
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sive evidence against her ; for so many migiit 
have died early, and with no blame on her part. 
Or some of them might have separated themselves 
from her by divorce, in accordance with a custom 
so painfully prevalent at that time, both with Sa^ 
maritans and Jews. The darkest shade appears, 
therefore, when Christ reminds her that the one 
■whom she now had was not her husband. But 
criminality is uncertain even yet: for the person 
alluded to may have been a husband only in 
prospect, and not actuaJiy such at the time of the 
conversation ; so that with exact propriety, and, 
also, consistently with her virtue, the Lord might 
have smd to her, " He whom thou now hast is not 
thy husband." Ail this, we repeat, may have 
been, while yet, we are obliged to admit that, so 
far as the language quoted is concerned, there is 
reason for unpleasant doubt. We may say, how- 
ever, that the conversation, as a whole, inclines 
us to the favorable decision. 

For, first, unless the sentence of Christ just 
quoted be regarded as such, he seems to utter to 
the Samaritan woman no reproof for immorality. 
All his other observations to her appear to be 
such as he might have very properly addressed to 
any virtuous and intelligent woman of Samaria. 
Then again, on the hypothesis of her criminality, 
every one has wondered at the turn of her thoughts 
on becoming convinced that Christ was a prophet. 
If he has just convicted her of disgraceful con- 
duct, and convinced her of his knowledge of her 
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character, how did it happen that she, as her first 
thought, pounced upon the long-disputed question 
of the Jews and Samaritans, touching the appro- 
priate place of worship ? Supposing her inno- 
cence, her immediate inquiry on this subject was 
perfectly natural. Now seemed to her a highly 
favorable opportunity to gain an inspired decision 
of this long-contested matter. But supposing her 
guilt, all this train of thinking and conversation 
looks unnatural and strained. She stands, on this 
hypothesis, a convicted harlot, hefore one whom 
she judged a prophet of God. Under such cir- 
cumstances, would there be any disposition — any 
tendency, to revert to the question as to where 
men ought to worship ? What has she to do with 
worship ? Or what cares she for the fathers, or 
the mountain, or place where they praised the 
God of Israel ? If, after such conviction of her 
guilt as is here supposed, she utters anything 
more, will there be no apology — not a single ac- 
cent of penitence? Will she still proceed in 
conversation, precisely as though her position in 
society is without reproach ? And where also is 
the reproof from Christ, which would seem to 
have been due to a woman thus convicted of sin ? 
How is it — she being guilty — that he still con- 
verses with her as a woman of purity as well as 
of judgment, and discourses to her of the true and 
spiritual worship about to be introduced ? When, 
on another occasion, a woman was arraigned be- 
fore him as guilty of adultery, he charged her to 
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sin no more. Why was there not a similar 
charge, if she were a similar character, to the 
woman of Samaria? Was it meet for the Sa- 
viour of the world to hold high converse with a 
woman of ill-fame, touching subjects in which 
we cannot conceive she would feel any interest? 
"Repent of this thy wickedness," would seem a 
far more pertinent address. 

Yet again, this woman is obviously looking for 
the Messiah. She knows that he ia coming, and 
she is expecting him soon. At the same time, 
such is her confidence in him, that she is assured 
he will teach her everything necessary. All this 
sounds like an upright and well-informed woman 
of Samaria ; hut it is difRcuU to predicate such 
sentiments of an adulteress ; and equally incon- 
gruous, under such circumstances, is the Lord's 
profession of Messiahship. To this woman he 
tells — even before he has told any other person — 
that he was the Christ ; while, upon the unfavor- 
able hypothesis, he makes this very important re- 
velation to a bad woman, and one exercising no 
penitence or prayer. All this may have been, 
but it is certainly unaccountable. 

We may look a step further. On hearing that 
the Being who talked with her was the Messiah, 
and confiding in what she heard, she hastens into 
the city; and as she communicates the intelli- 
gence, and tells the ground of her confidence, 
" many of the Samaritans of that city believed on 
him for the saying of the woman." What ! when 
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this same woman was of ill repute — whose good 
name and character were gone ? Why this high 
degree of confidence in a wicked woman, so that 
her proclamation of the Messiah was at once re- 
ceived implicitly by a multitude ? And why were 
so many others ready to go, at her word, and see 
for themselves the wondrous manifestation ? 

From all these considerations, there appears 
much reason to conclude that the woman of Sa- 
maria, with whom the Lord Jesus held one of his 
most important conversations recorded in the 
sacred book, bore not that disreputable character 
which many are accustomed to ascribe to her. 
One single expression of Christ seems to throw 
her into suspicion ; but that expression may admit 
of a construction favorable to the one addressed ; 
while, with the supposition of her innocence, the 
whole conversation and narrative are harmonious, 
but with the supposition of her guilt, there occur 
decided incongruities. 

We prefer, therefore, as well for the sake of 
truth, as for the sake of the memory of the Sa- 
maritan woman, to count her as being a woman 
of unstained reputation — as having passed through 
vicissitudes of Jife which, though extremely un- 
common in Christian society, were yet far less 
singular as growing out of known customs of the 
people of that nation and age. To have been 
joined to five husbands, and to be contemplating 
a union with a sixth, would obviously be deemed 
reproachful under Christian light ; it all might 
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have been entirely innocent in Samaria, and even 
in Judea, before the voice of Christ re-established 
the true regimen touching marriage and divorce. 
At the same lime, all parties will be profoundly 
interested in the scene at Jacob's well. There 
sat Christ the Lord, wearied with hb journey — 
and it was high noon — and the powerful sun- 
beams, falling upon him, had increased his weari- 
ness and excited his thirst. His disciples, mean- 
while, wera gone to the neighboring city for provi- 
sions, and Jesus was alone when " the woman " 
made her appearance. The dialogue that ensues 
is surprisingly rich in spiritual instruction, and 
marked throughout with what may be termed the 
most perfect naturalness and simplicity. There 
is seen the transition, as beautiful as it is natural, 
from the cool and refreshing wafers of that well, 
to the living water which Christ bestows, and 
whereof, if a man drink, he shall thirst no more. 
The grace he gives sljall satisfy, with perfect hap- 
piness, the .soul that receives it — waking within 
hin) perpetual delights, and causing to spring up, 
as an unfailing fountain, a bliss full, all-sufficient, 
glorious, eternal. And in the midst of this inter- 
view and conversation arises also the most wel- 
come assurance, tliat the Almighty source of 
happiness is to be coiiifined to no one city or 
mountain. The veil of the temple is about to be 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and the 
way into the holiest of all is to be made accessible 
to ail of every nation and place — while he will 
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seek such to worship him, as worship in spirit and 
in truth. 

The woman of Samaria retires from the pre- 
sence of Christ a believer in him as the Saviour 
of the world ; and as she tells the story of her 
conversion, many others receive the same faith, 
and are saved in like manner. Forget not this 
one suggestion, daughters of Zion ! This woman 
had found Christ, and she would not have done 
well to hold her peace. Straight wi\s the path 
she took, as, forgetful of her pitcher, she hasted 
away to the city. "Come!" was her earnest 
word ; — " Come, see the Messiah !" Too great 
was the blessing she had found, to be concealed 
for a moment. And as she told the story of her 
faith, many others believed also. Thus shall it 
ever be. This simple and sincere testimony, on 
the lips of the Christian, shall be poweri'ul in its 
influence, and many shall hear, and fear, and turn 
to the Lord. It is a mournful feature of Christian 
society in these days, thatwnat is termed common 
conversation strongly tends to be worldly rather 
than spiritual. Religion is too much confined to 
churches, and sermons, and prayers. It flows 
not forth, as it ought, to mingle itself with all the 
affairs of .life, and to sanctify all the minutite of 
our transient existence upon earth. We would 
not advocate a noisy or ostentatious religion. 
Christians must of course, be wise, as well as holy. 
But we would welcome the day when the spi- 
ritual element shall enter more freely and fully 
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into our daily intercourse and conduct; — when 
the glory of God shall be in our eye, even in the 
matters of eating and drinking ; and when no 
corrupt communication shall proceed from our 
mouths, hut such as is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may, like that of the Samaritan woman, 
minister grace to the hearers. 



€^t Wman uf ik hkaiin issue. 

Here rises another illustrious instance of woman's 
faith. The person concerned had been long an 
invalid, and her disorder was of a highly distress- 
ing and discouraging character. Twelve me- 
lancholy years had passed over her since the 
commencement of her infirmity ; one and another 
physician had prescribed for her ; many remedies 
had been proposed and tested. Sometimes hope 
would animate her ; then again failure and dis- 
couragement would ensue. In many instances 
hareh measures had been adopted, subjecting her 
to much distress and anguish. All this she could 
gladly have endured, if, beyond her sufferings, she 
couid have welcomed returning health and happi- 
ness. But every experiment, however painful, 
was without effect, save to leave her in a more 
distressed and hopeless condition than before. 
Meanwhile, so desirable to her was the great 
blessing of health, she had spent all her substance 
in purchasing those vain and injurious medica- 
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ments. .She had sold all that she had, to purchase 
the healing of her infirmity ;. and when all was 
gone she was "nothing better, but rather grew 
worse." Her sickness remained with her when 
her means of sustenance were gone, and no house 
remained to shelter her — ^nor wardrobe from 
which to clothe and warm her sinking frame. 

It was under these dark circumstances that she 
"heard of Jesus." His fame was now spread 
abroad. Vast multitudes from various quarters 
had flocked to see him, when they had heard 
what great things he did. Many sick and dis- 
eased people had been all suddenly restored to 
health. Distressed and dying ones had been 
borne to him from various regions, and, in every 
case, they rose up at his command, and returned 
home with the fair bloom of perfect health sitting 
upon their countenances. Raging demoniacs had 
been released from the destroyer, and were sitting 
among their friends, clothed, and in their right 
mind. Hapless lepers, at his touch, had felt their 
flesh renewed, in a twinkling, as the flesh of a 
little child, and went from his presence publishing 
abroad the great things that Jesus had done for 
them. 

Of all this, and more than this, she of whom we 
write did hear, and, as she heard, she seized upon 
faith for her own recovery. She had gone down to 
deep extremity. Her health, and home, and bread 
were all gone. Her last hope seemed to be dying, 
when came the tidings of the heavenly Physician. 
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From this moment she seems to us to have enter- 
tained no lurking doubt. She saw that her time 
had now come ; that, after long sorrow, the hour 
of joy was at hand; and the mournful night that 
had so long hung over her, was about to end in a 
bright and glorious morning. 

We may readily imagine that she made no de- 
lay in hastening to Christ. Her faith was unusual, 
and it bore her swiftly to where the multitude 
were assembled, and urged her, as with a deter- 
mined and final effort, through the crowds that 
surrounded and thronged the Messiah. Who 
may tell her emotions at this moment of her his- 
tory, and as, in her violence, she said within her- 
self, " If I may but touch his clothes, I shall be 
whole!" What then was the trembling energy 
of that frail hand, as she thrust it forth to realize 
the blessed contact ! She touched ; and accord- 
ing to her faith so it was done to her. Her 
plague was healed straightway, and she felt the 
tide of health at once flowing blissfully through 
her long-wearied and sickly frame. " Who 
touched my clothes?" And as she heard these 
words, and his eye fell upon her, she feared ex- 
ceedingly. For a moment it seemed, perhaps, 
that her Saviour was displeased with the liberty 
she had taken — was about to rebuke her forward- 
ness — and resume the virtue that, without being 
asked for, had " gone out of him." An awful 
moment must that have been to the trembling 
woman. How could she loss again the priceless 
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blessing which she had just received ? And how 
could she endure, in addition, the reproach of the 
great Dehverer? It seemed a great and momen- 
tous crisis, and she is speedily prostrated before 
him. Here she tells him ali ; and, in return, there 
is no rebuke. The accents of infinite beauty and 
love fall upon her ear, saying, " Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole — go in peace, and be 
whole of thy plague." His sacred approbation 
and assurance are given now, and the reward of 
her faith is pleasant, as are the months and years 
of joyous health and sunny peace, after long 
periods of suffering and discouragement. 

The faith of this woman stands among the 
most precious and remarkable examples. It was 
a confidence in the infinite exuberance of the 
Messiah's power and goodness. In her eye he 
was an inexhaustible fountain of glory and virtue. 
In him she saw in realization the vision of the 
prophet, and the very clothing of Jesus was the 
robes of salvation, and the smell of his garments 
was as tlie smell of Lebanon. In her mind it 
was safety to be near him, and health and life to 
hear his voice. She beheld in Christ the infinite 
iuliness that was ever ready to burst forth, and 
like the electric spark, to fly wherever a connect- 
ing medium, slight though it were, might be es- 
tablished. The putting forth of her hand to 
touch the sacred vestments, was but the visible 
emblem of her struggling and confiding soul. 
Her spirit leaned, without the slightest hesitation. 
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upon the Spirit Almighty and All-benevolent, and 
was of course not disappointed. 

Blessed are they whose faith in Christ's power 
and mercy is unlimited, and who always arid 
joyfully realize that he is able to save to the 
uttermost ! 



Batij of 3GEtlniiiti. 

Passing out of St. Stephen's gate, in the eastern 
wall of the city of Jerusalem, crossing the brook 
Cedron, and passing near the garden of Gethse- 
mane, then turning, and, with the brook on your 
right, following its southerly course a little space, 
and presently circling eastward up Mount Olivet, 
and crossing a double ridge, you descend into a 
deep and narrow vale, about two miies from the 
city you have just left. Here is Bethany, — so 
famous in the evangelical narrative, and wreath- 
ing with its name associations — some, beautiful as 
the walks of angels — others, awful as the voices 
from the spirit world. Here was one of the favor- 
ite resting-places where the Saviour of the world 
resorted for refreshment and repose, and here 
were mansions where He was often welcomed 
who came to be for salvation to the ends of the 
earth, 

It was in one of these happy homes where bloom- 
ed in modest beauty Mary of Bethany — one of the 
purest and lovehest characters of the Holy Scrip- 
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tures, and answering, almost without exception, 
the true idea of female exellence. Martha was her 
sister, and Lazarus her brother, while the parents 
of the three were probably no longer among the 
living. Several circumstances seem to bespeak 
the more than ordinary respectability of this inter- 
esting family. That they were above want, is a 
likely inference from their frequent and generous 
hospitalities toward Christ and his companions, as 
also from the expensive anointing, by Mary, at 
the feast of Simon ; — while their respectability, as 
well 35 wealth, is an idea harmonious with the at- 
tention and sympathy exhibited to the sisters in 
the visits of condolence from Jerusalem after the 
death of their brother.* 

There belongs, however, to Mary a character 
infinitely more valuable than what might arise 
from worldly riches and reputation. Her earliest 
appearance in the inspired narrative is one of ex- 
ceeding interest. She is listening with profound 
attention and reverence to the great Teacher who 
has condescended to honor her residence with his 
presence, and speak to that circle, of matters the 
most interesting to them in the universe. Mary 
especially drinks in the words of life. All things 
else appear to lose their hold upon her attention 
and aiFections. The outward world has lost its 
attractions, and loved associates are, for the time, 
neglected and forgotten. Even the domestic ar- 
rangements are esteemed of no importance in com- 
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parison of the words that flow, as spirit and life, to 
her soul. She foi^ets her customary share of the 
household duties, while the more careful Martha 
is left to serve alone. She has found meat to eat 
such as the world knows not of, A scene of en- 
chantment has opened before her vision, and she 
would fain gaze upon it forever. To tear herself 
away from the Redeemer's feet, and cease to Hsten 
to his voice, is as if passing from the charms of the 
heavenly paradise to roam amid the rough hills 
and ravines around her earthly abode. A glimpse 
of the immortal life is affecting deeply the heart of 
Mary. What is the world to her, — " its pomp, its 
pleasure, and its nonsense al! ?" What is there 
here save emptiness? On what shall she lay her 
hand, and say, " See, this is abiding and perma- 
nent ?" Whither shall she run, and entering, ex- 
claim, " Lo, this is my fortress and" my strong 
tower ?" In what fragrant and peaceful faowers 
shall she recline, and, reposing there, sing, " Here 
be my rest forever ?" On what peaceful shore 
shall she stand, and, amid the thrilling of unuttera- 
ble happiness, whisper to herself, " Here ghdes the 
river of the water of Ufe ?" On what countenance 
of entrancing loveUness shaSi she look, whose 
spiritual beauty, and whose smiles divine, shall 
still enrapture, when the stars shall hav6 long 
since set behind the shadows of eternity ? " Mary, 
come to my help, that I serve not alone!" "Martha, 
enu^at me not to leave His feet, from whose lips 
are flowing the words of etemal life !" 
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" Master, bid her that she heSp me !" 
"Martha, — Martha! thou art troubled about 
many things. One thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shal! never be 
taken away from her." 

But sadness came at length, and entered the 
once pleasant mansion of Martha and Mary. 
Their dear and only brother was sick, and it was 
a sickness unto death. As he decHned from day 
to day, and all human help and wisdom proved 
abortive, it was natural that they should think of 
the great Physician who had healed so many of 
their sicknesses. He was away beyond the Jordan ; 
yet a messenger is suddenly despatched with the 
intelligence that the one whom he loved was sick. 
Jesus delays his visit, and for the present with- 
holds his power, and the brother beloved is left to 
die. Four days after his burial, Christ and his dis- 
ciples arrived in the vicinity, and Martha hastens 
to meet Iiim. The more quiet Mary waits, at the 
house, the Saviour's coming, or tarries till she is 
bidden to approach his presence. She comes with 
the same salutation which Martha used, deeply ex- 
pressive at once of their faith and their sorrow, 
" Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
died !" Thus spake Mary, as, low at his sacred 
feet, she wept in her bitterness. Here ceased her 
words, but more eloquent still was the agony of her 
grief. The Lord was silent. She especially was 
dear to Christ, and as he saw .the intensity of her 
mourning, his own spirit groaned and wept. 
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Great and awful was the transaction of that day 
at the grave of Lazarus. There stood the twelve. 
They had oflen seen the brother of Martha and 
Mary, and had been partakers of his cheerful hos- 
pitalities. " Our friend Lazarus," were the plea- 
saijt words by which the Lord had spoken of him 
when they heard of his illness. There stood also 
the visitors from Jerusalem, who had come to 
Bethany, that day, on a visit of condolence and 
sympathy. And there were the two sisters — 
their hearts swollen with grief too great to be com- 
forted. Lastly, there stood the weeping Son of 
God — weeping with them that wept — mingling his 
sacred tears with those of the bereaved. And 
there, at the same time. He stood girded with 
omnipotence, while, as he spake, the reverbera- 
tions of that voice rolled through paradise. The 
time had come when the dead heard the voice of 
the Son of God and lived. A slight tumult is 
heard, for a moment, from within that dark and 
noisome cavern, while without, all eyes have 
ceased to weep, and are gazing with trembling 
amazement toward the aperture. He is coming, 
— Heaven pity us ! The vestments of death are 
upon him, and his swathed face is pale and thin ; 
but his eyes are open, and the fire of life is again 
there. " Loose him, and let him go !" 

After that, Mary could never for a moment for- 
get, the great Dehverer. She loved him before, 
and was never happier than when sitting at his 
feet, and hearing his word, But now, added to aH 
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his other unspeakable benefits, he had restored her 
dear and only brother, and had lighted up her deso- 
lated home with unbounded rejoicing. 

The anointing succeeds in the house of Simon, 
as Jesus was sitting at his table in company with 
Lazarus and others. The ointment was of great 
price, and as Mary poured it upon the sacred per- 
son of the Messiah, he testified of her that she did 
it for his burial. Whether she had received di- 
rectly from his lips or otherwise the impression 
that he was soon to die, is not revealed, though 
highly probaUe. She would perform this last 
kind office for him, and as her ministries must so 
shortly cease, she would spare no expense in what- 
ever service might be proper or agreeable. In- 
jurious reproaches fall upon her for her apparent 
profusion and waste ; yet the greatest of advo- 
cates pleads in her behalf, and promises that 
her deed should be told for a memorial of her as 
far and as long as his blessed Gospel should be 



Maxima. 

"Now Jesus loved Martha." She, as well as her 
sister Mary, had a select place in the heart of Him 
who knew all men ; and hence, we may safely infer 
for Martha a pure and excellent character. One 
of her prominent features appears to have been 
that of h(ttpitality. H*r house at Bethany wm. 
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as we have seen, one of the special resting-places 
of Christ and the apostles. Like the woman of 
Shunem, she prepared the place of lodging, in 
order that holy ones, at their pleasure, might turn 
in thither. A thousand families, and a thousand 
sunny houses there were, where Jesus and his 
companions never entered. They "knew him 
not." He came to his own, but his own received 
him not — neither into their hearts, nor into their 
circles. But blessed were those doors that opened 
as he approached, and the roofs that often shelter- 
ed the one who had not where to lay his head. 
Such was the house of Martha. To the " Man of 
sorrows" that was one of his dearest homes amid 
his earthly sojournings. There he was ever wel- 
come. Smiles of friendship always greeted him 
as he entered. Holy sympathy burned there, 
while coldness and hostility full often met him 
elsewhere. None arose with more alacrity than 
Martha to provide for the refreshment of the 
Saviour, None was more careful than she that 
every arrangement for his entertainment and 
comfort should he correspondent with her views 
of his lofty dignity and transcendent worth. Too 
much could not be done — too many hands eould 
not be employed — viands too many, or too deli- 
cious, could not be provided for Him who came to 
save the lost. True, we once hear from his lips a 
gentle reproof of her exuberant preparations, and 
her excessive solicitude, cautioning her to remem- 
ber that her care about transient comforte should 
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not be allowed to mterfere with that higher and 
eternal festival which he camo to provide. 

A deeply interesting passage in Martha's history 
is her interview with Christ on his tardy arrival 
after the death and burial of her brother. Martha, 
with her sister, had communicated the tidings of 
his illness, — and their message, on this occasion, 
was as affecting as it was modest and beautiful. 
" Lord, behold he whom thou lovest is sick," were 
the words of their brief epistle, — brief, for all at- 
tention was requisite for the help of their dying 
brother; dutiful, that brother was greatly be- 
loved by the Saviour ; unassuming, they would 
not venture to invite his attendance, though 
their wishes axe deeply and strongly intimated. 
" Whom thou lovest ;" — may not his special atTec- 
tion possibly induce him to be present with his 
healing mercy ? Yet he hastens not to come, and 
Lazarus sleeps and is buried. At length Jesus 
arrives in the vicinity, and Martha, with her 
characteristic ardor, goes forth to meet him. 
Many visitors from Jerusalem were there to sym- 
pathize with the sorrowful sisters; yet vain, in 
that dark hour, was all human consolation ; while, 
that from Jesus she still looked for some relief, 
there can be but little doubt. At ajl events, she 
will hasten, and pour out her sorrows before him. 
She believed liim to be good beyond all others — ■. 
who knows but he may help and relieve though in 
ways unknown ? 

Something like this may be supptraed to have 
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been Martha's mind, as she met the Saviour, and, 
in her deep agony, exclaimed : " Lord, if thou 
hadst heen here, my brother had not died." 
Blessed was her confidence, so far as it went, in 
the power of the Messiah. Yet it should have 
reached further. Christ could heal, whether near 
or far away. But pity thou her distress, and for- 
get the confusion it may have induced, and over- 
look also the seemingly implied reproach upon the 
Lord for the delay that looked so fatal ! Courage 
and faith are in the ascendant, as she adds, " But 
I know that even now, whatever thou wilt ask of 
God, he will give it thee." Martha is evidently 
venturing her eye upon the restoration of her lost 
brother. A broad and startling hint is here ' 
thrown out, of a secret hope which she does not 
plainly utter. A prayer of his would prevail 
greatly, if it could bo that he should be disposed to 
" ask of God." Martha's faith here was mighty, 
not perfect. The Son had "hfe in himself," as 
well as the Father ; and he will lead her higher. 
" Thy brother shall rise again," he answered ; and 
as he spoke, it was with the authority of omnipo- 
tence, and he meant that the rising would be im- 
mediate. Martha is still confused, as well as sad, 
and falling back upon the long-admitted fact of a 
final resurrection, — " I know," she saith, " that he 
shall rise again at the resurrection at the last 
day." There the Saviour meets her — the finisher 
of her faith : "I am the resurrection and the 
life !" Full conviction flashed now upon Martha. 
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She saw that the raising of the dead was the pre- 
rogative of Christ — whether at the final day, or at 
present — a new hope kindled within her heart, 
and, at the intimation of Jesus, she hastened to 
cal! her sister. 

Christ is near the tomb, and orders the stone, 
closing up the entrance, to be removed. At this 
moment of overwhelming excitement, Martha's 
courage fails, and her eye transiently reverts from 
Ufa to death, and sight instead of faith, for a mo- 
ment, predominates. A gentle reproof meets her 
from the voice that is about to call the dead to 
life, — and then the great crisis occurs, and Lazarus 
lives again on earth. 



Blttiijia naif Bturii. 

Having glanced separately at Martha and Mary, 
it may not be amiss to view them briefly together, 
and as they stand related to each other. The 
Bible student who carefully ponders these two 
"elect ladies," will not fail to become more and 
more interested in the contemplation. He will 
see them possessing common features of charac- 
ter, and such a kind of similarity as might be ex- 
pected to exist in two sisters reared up together, 
and coming constantly in contact with hke asso- 
ciations and influences. He will, at the same 
tune, discern a distinction — a distinction so per- 
manent and marked as to eetitle ihem to be con- 
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sidered as representatives of two important classes 
of the sex, neither of which alone would meet the 
wants of society, and standing as, in a. sense, com- 
plements to each other. 

Among the qualities that were common to the 
two sisters, we easily discern that of intelligence. 
They were, both of them, women of mind ; and 
were, douhtless, respectabie for their general ac- 
quirements and information. They were well 
read in the Jewish Scriptures, and their circum- 
stances of competence, and the position they ap- 
pear to have held in society, indicate that, in re- 
spect to intellectual attainments, they were in- 
ferior to few of their sex in the circles where they 
moved. Martha's interesting colloquies with 
Christ just previous to her brother's resurrection, 
clearly evince her intelligence, regarded as a 
Jewess, She had studied and digested the doc- 
trines and teachings of the Jewish Scriptures, 
while her views had received ample enlargement 
and elevation from her intercourse with the great 
Teacher. Equally discernible, though in a differ- 
ent way, is the intelligence of Mary. She, as well 
as Martha, had given attention to sacred things — ■ 
had been conversant with the Scripture pro- 
phecies, and seemed even more intent than her 
sister upon learning of Him who was meek and 
lowly in heart, and who yet knew all things. On 
one occasion, at least, Mary's extraordinary dili- 
gence in hearing the instructions of Christ, was 
esteemed by her sister as interfering with those 
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domestic interests and duties in which they were 
accustomed cordially to participate. 

Again, these sisters cherished a common faith. 
They were both believers in the ancient Scrip- 
tures, and both of them most cordially welcomed 
Christ as the promised Messiah. Martha did but 
speak the deep sentiment of herself and her sister 
when she uttered to Christ that distinct and beauti- 
ful confession, saying, " I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into 
the world." With such a confession as this, 
their whole conduct was delightfuliy harmonious. 
They never appeared to doubt, for a moment, that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 
As such they received him and his companions to 
their cheerful hospitalities ; — as such they sat at 
his feet, and heard his words, — and beckoned him 
to come to them in trouble, — and leaned upon his 
power, as upon no merely human help, — and saw 
in him fully and literally revealed the resurrection 
and the life. 

Thus they possessed a, common piety. Both of 
them feared and loved God, and were ardently at- 
tached to him whom they firmly believed to be 
the great and promised Messiah. Their love to 
Christ, it is true, went out under different modes 
of manifestation ; yet was it, perhaps, equal in 
strength and constancy in those two hearts, and 
if with unequal speed, yet with equal certainty, 
would they have embraced the stake for the sake 
of Hiin whom then- souls loved. 
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A common hospitality was also theirs. Equally 
rejoiced were they to receive Christ and his apos- 
tles within their mansion at Bethany. Their 
siniles of joy were harmonious, as they embraced 
the privilege of ministering to their necessities. 
Nothing in the eye of Martha was too good — no 
domestic service was too great, if it were for the 
comfort of her illustrious guest, and his fa'vored 
disciples. So felt also the gentle Mary. Her 
hospitality was equal to Martha's, though modified 
at times, in its manifestations, by other preponder- 
ating sentiments hereafter to he noticed. If 
Martha flew to spread plenteously her table, 
Mary rejoiced in her sister's zeal, though that zeal 
might, now and then, reproach her own apparent 
deficiency or neglect. Their varying movements 
in the presence of their guests meant not that 
within those two noble hearts there dwelt not a 
harmony of cordiality, but they indicated a dif- 
ference rather with which those hearts cherished 
other views, and other motives of conduct. Both 
were alike hospitable — one, from another and a 
lofty influence, was less attentive to the conduct 
which hospitality might surest. 

But passing from these and other instances of 
resemblance, it is time to notice those very ob- 
vious points of distinction and difierence between 
these interesting sisters. 

Thus Martha was marked by more than ordi- 
nary activity both of body and mind. She was 
quick of perception — ^vivid and strong in her 
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views of external propriety — and of great prompt- 
ness in action. Her eye, ever active and direct, 
appreciated with a glance the outward, the visible, 
the decorous. She lacked not a strong mind and 
a good heart, — yet she was, at the same time, so- 
licitous that all arrangements with which she was 
concerned should be orderly and becoming. We 
may easily guess that her house, in all its apart- 
ments and furniture, was well-ordered, neat, and 
inviting. There was a tendency in her to be 
disturbed at the sight of anything deranged or 
untasteful. She loved to hear the words of 
Christ ; yet she loved again to minister to his 
wants — to provide every physical comfort, and 
was careful to omit no attentions of this sort that 
her nice discernment saw to be becoming, or her 
means allowed her to furnish. In contemplating 
her, we fail not to be strongly reminded of the 
wise man's masterly portraiture of the virtuous 
woman, whose price is far above rubies : " She 
looked well to the ways of her household, and ate 
not the bread of idleness." 

Mary, on the other hand, was more thoughtful 
than she was energetic and animated. She was 
meditative rather than active. The outward and 
the noisy had less attractions for her, and com- 
manded less of her attention and care. If she 
might converse with the Lord Jesus, and listen to 
his heavenly wisdom, all else seemed to her as 
comparatively of no account. She could easily 
forget the little activities due to order, and even 
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to hospitality, while she would lose Kerself amid 
the charms of sacred and holy visions. In her 
raptures with the divine, she tended to forget the 
human. Tasting the meat that endureth to ever- 
lasting life, it almost escaped her thoughts that 
even the food that perishes is for a time necessary. 
Her eye on the part which shall never he taken 
away, she seemed exposed to utter disregard of 
that action which, though immediately directed 
to temporal consequences, was yet as capable of 
being performed to the glory of God, as even 
those exercises that are of a more spiritual and 
more elevated order. 

Martha, again, was forward ; — yet not in that 
sense which is deemed indecorous and offensive. 
She was forward to speak ; and if, at times, her 
words were hasty, yet were they in general judi- 
cious as well as pleasing. She was forward to 
move ; yet hers were the movements of benevo- 
lence and generous sentiment. Her hands longed 
to be occupied with some affectionate acts, such 
as might conduce 'to the comfort and happiness 
of worthy ones. In her graceful forwardness, she 
could not do enough for her Saviour and hia fol- 
lowers. Her step was as elastic as it was joyous ; 
her movements were as sprightly as they were 
efficient, whenever she might administer to the 
necessities of those who were despised and re- 
jected by many, even of her own friends and 
associates. Martha was forward; yet was it a 
forwardness with which we could not dispense in 
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the female sex. It wakes a thousand streams of 
blessedness ; it soothes a thousand sorrows ; and 
wipes multitudes of tears away. It flies where 
the weary, and the faltering are; its voice is as 
exhilarating as it is prompt and musical. It is, in 
a word, one of the capital charms of the female 
character ; which being abstracted from the sex, 
one half the brilliancy and beauty of human so- 
ciety would be, at orice, extinguished forever. 

Mary was more remarkable for her retired- 
ness ; a quality, by the way, by no means incon- 
sistent with becoming forwardness; while the 
two have been often blended, with exceeding love- 
liness, in the same individual. It was easy for 
Mary to exchange the bustle of business, and the 
excitement of conversation, for some obscure 
place at Jesus' feet. She loved the Saviour as 
well as Martha ; yet while Martha goes out 
promptly to hail him as he approaches the mourn- 
ing family, Maiy sits still in the house. Martha 
proceeds without ceremony, and as soon as she 
hears his coming ; Mary waits till the Master 
calls for her. She soi^ht to linger in seclusion 
from iJie view of the multitude, leaving each 
more prominent and public duty to the manage- 
ment of her stronger and more active sister. 
Mary was the delicate and pure lily blooming in 
the vale ; her sister was the brilliant rose, opening 
itself freely to the broad sunbeams. 

Martha, yet again, was social. Prompt to 
move and act, she was equally ready to speak. 
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She was eminently a communicative being. Her 
buoyant and artless mind delighted to unburden, 
ilself to a friend. If within her mind were 
thoughts, whether of complaint or of congratula- 
tion — ^whether hopeful or fearful, they were wont 
to leap forth to meet the mind of an associate. 
And if, at times, and from reasons already alluded 
to, her words seemed verging toward impatience, 
or even severity, yet may we safely infer that the 
general character of her sociality was in harmony 
with her intelligent mind, and her generous and 
nobie heai-t. Kind words — elevated, sprightly, 
and pure words, were those that fell more usually 
from the lips of Martha. Her conversation, 
doubtless, constituted one of the prominent attrac- 
tions presented by her house to the Saviour and 
his apostles. And, after disputing in the temple 
with the perverse and stupid Jews, it was with 
genuine gratification, both to himself and to his 
companions, that he retired at evening to Bethany, 
and there, with spirits purer and more congenial, 
held high and heavenly converse. Nor can we for- 
bear the impression, that in these delightful collo- 
quies, Martha, on the part of her family, bore a 
prominent part. 

For of the words and conversation of Lazarus, 
nothing, I believe, is reported ; and Mary, as is 
obvious, while she was swift to hear, was slow to 
speak. She seems a listener, rather than as a 
sharer in the conversations that are passing. One 
of the strokes of the evangelic pen characterizing 
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the beloved Mary was, that she "sat at Jesus' 
feet, and heard his word." She was a hearer, 
and was not careful to speak. Like another 
Mary of whom we read, she appeared disposed, 
rather, to " keep all these things, and ponder them 
in her heart." She speaks, indeed, at times. Her 
grief, for instance, breaks forth in words, on meet- 
ing Jesus near the tomb of her brother — "My 
brother had not died!" But there she pauses, 
and tears flow instead of words. She does not, 
like Martha, proceed to express any faith for the 
future, and thus draw forth the Saviour into con- 
versation. Martha and her Lord had just ex- 
changed sentiments of the greatest interest, and 
that in a dialogue commenced by Martha. When 
he meets Mary, no colloquy ensues. He listens 
to her mournful reflection touching his absence. 
He witnesses the gushing flood that followed her 
few struggling words, and weeps with her. 

Finally, Martha was solicitous. A fullness of 
faith cannot be claimed for her ; at least previous 
to her last-recorded conversation with the Lord 
Jesus. Her temperature was ardent ; her dis- 
cernment of the appropriate and the true was 
vivid ; her motions of mind and body were rapid 
and earnest. Hence, an unruffled and undisturbed 
spirit was not naturally so facile an attainment 
with her as with others of a different constitution. 

And of a different constitution was her sister 
Mary. Hence, in part, her superior quietness. 
If Alartha was sometimes careful and troubled 
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about many things, Mary often failed to sympa- 
thize in her sister's solicitudes. Nor, in her qui- 
etness, was she careful to answer the reproof of 
Martha, as the latter complained to Jesus of her 
seeming negligence. There appears, likewise, the 
same indiflference when, in connection with the 
anointing at Simon's feast, she was accused of 
wastefulness. In ail instances she wears the 
same aspect of repose ; and, not careful to answer 
for herself, she commits her cause to Him who 
judges righteously. Even the inteUigence of 
Christ's approach, after the death of her brother, 
produces, to appearance, little or no excitement. 
Martha, at the tidings, hastens to meet her Lord, 
while Mary sits still in the house till the Master 
calls for her. 

On the whole, it is not the design of this sketch 
90 to compare these two eminent women of the 
Scriptures, as to attempt any decision whatever 
in respect to the question which of them possessed 
the fairest, holiest character. He should be very 
cautious who would thus essay to bring forth 
their comparative merits. We shall perhaps be 
more wise should we view them as with their 
native differences, both of them evincing great 
excellencies of character, all of which are of great 
value, and all necessary to the perfection of so- 
ciety. Mary was contemplative; Martha was 
active. Mary was dociie ; Martha was inquisi- 
tive also. One of the apostles, when at their 
house, would have had no suspicion of coldness in 
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Mary ; he would have been fully convinced of 
the cordiality of Martha. If he would have 
praised the quietness of Mary, he would have re- 
joiced equally in the vivacity of Martha. We 
Jove Mary as, at Simon's festival, she anointed 
the Messiah's sacred person. We equally love 
Martha as, at the same feast, she joyfully serves 
the table where the Messiah is feasting. We ap- 
prove the quietness of Mary, as she waited at her 
house till Christ called her to witness her brother's 
resurrection. We, at the same time, honor Mar- 
tha, wJio, in her earnestness, flies at once to the 
great Comforter, and, in her sprightliness, draws 
forth from his lips some of the most precious of 
Divine declarations touching the general re- 
surrection. Mary's silence is impressive and 
beautiful ; Martha's sociality is instructive and 
refreshing. We glance at Mary, and think of the 
eternal portion ; we turn to Martha, and are re- 
minded that activity to serve Christ is the sure 
means of gaining that prize. We need Mary — 
we cannot dispense with Martha. Remove the 
one, and we shall wander in pensive sorrow to 
find her ; take away the other, and life's woes are 
at once redoubled. We love Martha — we love 
Mary, So did One other : " Now Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister." 
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SudHub. 



Another Jezebel! But we must record her ex- 
ecrable name. She was grand-daughter of Herod 
the Great, and niece of the two Herods, Pliilip 
and Antipas. She was married to her uncle 
Pliilip ; and Salome, the famous dancer, was their 
daughter. She afterwards forsook her husband, 
and married his brother, HerOd Antipas, tetrarch 
of Galilee. This disgraceful connection took 
place, it is probable, about A. D. 33, and brought 
upon Herod and Herodias the righteous admoni- 
tions of John the Baptist. At the faithfulness of 
the man of God the guilty pair were deeply of- 
fended. It appears quite doubtful, however, that 
Herod would have proceeded to extremities with 
the Baptist, The latter, it is true, had displeased 
him ; while yet, as Luke informs us, Herod feared 
John, and knew him to be a just and holy man, 
and even h'stened to him with pleasure ; regard- 
ing, in his conduct, many of the instructions 
which he had received from him. Acting by 
himself, there seems but slight evidence that he 
would have interfered at all with the life, or even 
the liberty of the man, for whom he obviously felt 
a very high respect. 

Hence, when John was incarcerated at the 
command of Herod, it was not so much to gratify 
any vengeance of his own, but it was " for He- 
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rodias' sake." The fearless preacher had pro- 
nounced her connection with Antipas, while her 
hushand was living, to be unlawful. "There- 
fore," as the sacred historian proceeds, "Herodiaa 
had a quarrel against him, and would have killed 
him, but she could not." And the difficulty lying 
in the way of the murder was the above-named 
reverence of Herod for one whom he knew, and 
whom Herodias equally knew, to be a righteous 
man. As yet she had succeeded so far only as 
to procure from Herod his imprisonment. Such 
a punishment as this, however, was utterly un- 
satisfactory to this most hateful woman. Her 
bloody eyes were still fastened upon the innocent 
and noble minister of righteousness, and she 
crouched like a panther, waiting an opportunity 
to spring upon her imprisoned and helpless victim. 
The fatal opportunity arrives hastily. Amid 
the- festivities of Herod's birthday, the daughter 
of Herodias dances before him, and before the 
assembled grandees of Galilee. In his foolish ad- 
miration of her performance, the king promises, 
in the presence of the company, to give her 
whatever she should desire of him. The maid, 
consulting her mother touching the present to be 
asked, was directed to request the head of John 
the Baptist. Alas! what must have been the 
murderous and extreme hatred of this detestable 
woman ! A very magnificent promise had been 
made to her daughter. She was encouraged, by 
her uncle, to request some gift that would enrich 
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her lor Ule. But, in the eyes of her motlier, there 
could be nothing pleasant or desirable, so long as 
the hated Baptist was breathing. The opportu- 
nity she had so eagerly sought was -presented. 
She well knew the gipat reluctance of the king. 
She had very obviously pressed her murderous 
measures before this lime. Yet now, at last, had 
Herod committed himself, and he was caught in 
the snare that had been artfully laid to entrap 
him. And the great forerunner of the Messiah 
must bleed and die untimely, and when the bril- 
liancy of his " burning and shining " career had just 
begun to flash before the eyes of startled mul- 
titudes. 

Here comes the head ! Open wide the palace 
doors, ye waiters ; — and thou, executioner, pass 
in the charger. The dish is bloody, to be sure ; 
and its contents are dreadful — very dreadful to 
behold ; yet bring in the ghastly burden ! Carry 
it, man of the axe, — carry it directly up to that 
charming damsel ; it ia her treasure. Now her 
fair and lily hands are reaching forth to take the 
dish. Be careful, butcher, that she holds it firmly. 
No matter for the blood upon those hands of 
hers ; it is a fit emblem ; and perchance they may 
be difficult to cleanse again. Bid her, as she 
bears it, to look steadily upon her gift, lest acci- 
dent occur. She should gaze directly into those 
faded eyes ; they are the gems which she prefer- 
red to half of Herod's kingdom. There, Salome ! 
now move firmly. Carry that to your mother. 
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" Mother, the head is come!" Now, damsel, rest 
the charger upon that table ; unclinch your shmy 
hands, and retire. 

Draw near, vampire ! Thy work ia done — tho 
blood is drawn — ^thy victim is prostrate. The 
silence is profound. From that clotted mouth no 
voice comes forth again to reprove thy lascivious- 
ness. Those eyes seem gazing at thee, but it is 
only the death-stare, and they see not thy filthi- 
ness. Thy monitor sleeps his long sleep; and 
can any other voice disturb thy adulteries ? Ven- 
geance is glutted ; and thou hast only added mur- 
der — keen, coid murder — to thy former foulness. 
Wili there not be happiness as well as revelry now 
along those palace halls ? 

Little is known of the sequel of this bad wo- 
man. History tells indeed of her ambitious pro- 
jects to advance her paramour and herself to 
loftier dignities — of her accompanying him to 
Rome, to aid his influence with the emperor for 
this object — the defeat of her hopes, through the 
agency of her brother Agrippa — her subsequent 
banishment with Herod to distant Spain, whence 
they never returned. What they suffered there — 
how long they lived — how they died, no man 
cares to inquire. Let their memory perish ! 



iLvGooglf 



WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 



HIKE. 



We may give a passing notice to this child, who 
was, as we have seen, the daughter of the unfortu- 
nate Herod Philip, and the infamous Herodias. 
She appears to have accompanied her mother to 
the house of Antipas, while all that is related of 
her is in connection with the death of John the 
Baptist. The aspects of her character which are 
discernible from that brief and melancholy repre- 
sentation, are such as we might appropriately infer 
and espect. That she was an accomplished 
dancer, is plain from the inspired narrative. Of 
cotirse, she had received an education in this, and, 
probably, other kindred accomplishments. From 
what ia written of her, as well as from her rank, 
we may suppose her to have been long and care- 
fully trained in those arts and graces whose end is 
to attract the admiration of the gay and licentious. 
Among other teachers engaged to perfect her in 
such a species of education, Herodias herself 
would naturally stand prominent. The whole 
process, indeed, had gone on under the supervi- 
sion, and by the special directions of her mother. 
At the same time that mother, whatever may 
have been her external attractions, or intellectual 
capacities, ranked, as we know, among the most 
wicked and detestable of her sex. She was heart- 
less^ — cruel — revengeful — ■ shamele^ — impure— 
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ambitious, and, almost to the last degree, abomina- 
ble. Her own gratification, at whatever expense 
of goodness and reputation — at whatever sacrifice 
of others' happiness, was the deity she worshiped. 
Such being her character, what would naturally 
be the impress she would make upon the daughter 
that grew up in her presence, and inhaled, from 
her infancy, an atmosphere thus polluted and 
ruinous ? Was not this hapless child coming forth 
the sad counterpart of an abandoned mother's 
temperament and character? See we not here 
the baleful blossom presaging the forthcoming and 
bitter fruit ? 

But let us indulge a slight analysis. Salome 
danced enchantingly. " But is there any harm in 
dancing?" The writer is not carefiil to respond 
to this question. The history of this famous 
dancer supplies a suiEcient answer. There was 
certainly harm — great harm, in the present in- 
stance. The beginning, truly, was beauty and 
rapture ; but the ending was butcheiy, and death- 
struggles, and blackness of guilt too deep, almost, 
for grace to wipe away. " But it was an acci- 
dental, not a normal result." And is that so cer- 
tain ? Contemplate some of the circumstances 
of the dancer. Who and what are they who are 
the most forward in these scenes of amusements ? 
Are ladies of genuine virtue Smd goodness particu- 
larly fond of the ball-room, and are they often 
seen there ? What are the favorite hours of the 
dance ? What of their dress, who seek promi- 
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iience thei'e ? To be plain, is not tlie known re- 
sult — and the designed result — an idolatrous ad- 
miration of the human form, and human graceful- 
ness — the awakening of those passions of the 
heart whose undoubted tendency is to interfere 
with righteousness ? Does not the dance contem- 
plate some other things than virtue, and something 
inconsistent with virtue ? And when, through 
the influence of the dance, moral goodness is pros- 
trated, and evil passions begin to rise and triumph 
in the heart of a man, to what wicked extremities 
is he not ready to be drawn ? He who knows not 
that from the dance — whether of the theatre, or 
the ball-room — the path is very straight to the 
" lusts that war against the soul," and tliat, from 
the lusts that war against the soul, the path is very 
straight to murder, — has, with all his knowledge, 
one lesson touching man's fallen nature yet to 
learn. 

But what else of Salome ? Her heart was 
steeled, and, to appearance, utterly insensible to 
virtuous sentiment and feeling. " What shall I 
ask, mother, of the king, who has promised to give 
me all my request ?" What pleasant as well as 
innocent gratifications were now placed at her 
feet! How princely and magnificent was the ofier 
which she received ! Yet, receiving the directions 
from her bloody mother, it would appear that all 
was in keeping with her own disposition and taste. 
We hear of no surprise or disgust — no reluc- 
tance or hesitation. We can discern no dis- 
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tinetion, in that girl's mind, between the head 
of a prophet murderously severed from his body, 
and a joint of butcher's meat just brought 
from the shambles. We look in vain to discern 
a single trace of virtue, humanity, or delicacy. 
She appears as if an imp suddenly sprung from 
the head of Apollyon, and as callous in re- 
spect to evei-y refined, and generous, and virtu- 
ous sentiment, as if to her, wounds were smiles 
— and gushing blood were sport — and the Uows 
of the death-ax, and the shrieks of the murdered, 
were delicious music. Fit progeny of such a pa- 
rent! — a daughter, the detestable pander to the 
unnameable wickedness of a more detestable 
mother ! Both the one and the other seem thrown 
a sickening blot upon the sex and upon the race ; 
— a nauseous excrescence hanging out upon hu- 
man society ; — of an almost doubtfid classifica- 
tion ; human and terrestrial in form, satanic and 
infernal in genius. 

Damsel '- whose eyes shall glance along these 
pages, be assured of the reluctance of the writer 
to pain and sicken thee with even the briefest 
portraiture of the graceless, shameless Salome. 
It may, however, revive one sad, yet useful recol- 
lection ; to wit, of what this nature of ours is 
capable. Viewing the maid that so coolly asked 
that a good man's head might be brought to her 
in a charger, and the mother who direeted such 
a request from her child, let us assure ourselves 
anew of our mournful tendencies, and flee, as from 
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the serpent, from whatever tends to indurate tho 
sympathies of humanity, and deprave and poison 
the whole heart and character. Guard with 
watchful jealousy the fondness for what are term- 
ed fashionable accomplishments, and fashionable 
ornaments. Court not the admiration of the gay 
multitude. Care not to shine in splendors that 
must soon fade away forever, and to be the en- 
chantress of circles where Christ is not welcomed, 
and where virtue and goodness too often weep and 
retire. Wsste not thy golden hours and precious 
energies upon mere glitter and emptiness. Con- 
sider, rather, that for thee there is a loftier path, 
where purer airs await thee, and lovelier suns 
shall shine around thee, and every scenery shall 
charm thy spirit, and living fruits shall gladden 
and refresh thee by day and night. Walking 
there, thou shalt be greeted, on the right and on 
the left, by the excellent ones of earth. Intense 
and holy sympathy shall cheer thee upward, 
while, as life's terminus is approached, higher 
and purer beauty shall gild the scenery, until 
the nether paradise shall open into the everlasting 
kingdom. 



iLvGooglf 



WOMEN OF IHE BXBLE. 



" A Minister of the circumcision " was Christ, 
so far as his personal ministry was concerned ; 
and though he came to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, as well as the glory of his people Israel, 
yet it was not by his bodily presence in all nations 
that he intended to he for salvation to the ends 
of the earth. Henoe, we hardly find Christ, in 
his brief ministry on earth, ti-aveling beyond the 
limits of Canaan. On one occasion, however, he 
seems to have visited Phenicia ; and, perhaps, for 
the very purpose of affording help in the one in- 
stance named, and to give to the Church of all 
coming ages so brilliant an example of genuine 
faith. Having come to the confines of that coun- 
try, and granted help to the distressed woman, he 
inimediately returned toward the sea of Galilee. 

What had been the previous histoiy of the 
woman of Canaan, we are not told. We may 
safely suppose, however, that she had either seen 
Christ, or had heard of him before his present 
visit to those parts, inasmuch as her whole con- 
duct corresponds vrith such a hypothesis. It will 
be borne in mind that Capernaum and Bethsaida 
were not more than fifty miles from where Christ 
met this woman; and it will be remembered, 
also, that it was but a short time since, in 
those places, great wonders had been wrought 
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by his hands. Nor can it be conceived as possi- 
ble, that the tidings of these things should not 
have overspread the neighboring country of 
Phenicia. Had not this good woman heard of 
the wonderful cure of the Centurion's servant in 
Capernaum ? Had she not heard of the heaUng 
of Peter's mother-in-law at the touch of Jesus ? 
And had she not heard of his casting out the 
spirits with his word, and healing all that were 
sick? These, and similar mighty works, had 
been performed within a few miles of her own 
-country, and within a few months of the day she 
met the great Physician. And in reference to 
these works he had declared, that had they been 
done in Tyre and Sidon — in the land where 
dwelt this " woman of Canaan," — the inhabitants 
there would have repented in sackcloth and ashes. 
Nor had Jesus confined himself to the vicinity of 
the Sea of Galilee. By one of those sentences 
of Scripture which speak volumes, we ascertain 
that he went about all Galilee, (which borders 
upon " the coast of Tyre and Sidon,") teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness, 
and all manner of disease among the people. And 
his fame went throughout all Syria. 

The Syro-phenician woman, then, had unques- 
tionably heard of Christ ; perhaps had seen him ; 
and was already a firm believer in his power and 
mercy. He was now in the vicinity ; and as she 
looked upon her poor, demoniac daughter, she. 
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doubtless, revolved within herself whether this 
great Physician and Prophet, who had done so 
many wonderful things, and whose fame was all 
abroad, would not, if besought, help her, though a 
stranger and foreigner. At all events, she would 
venture the application. She couSd but fail ; she 
might succeed. The case was one of extreme 
urgency; her child was "grievously vexed;" 
there was no repose by day or by night. Her 
dwelling was always frightful ; the piercing cry 
of the insane was Uiere, and the glare of madness 
was upon eyes which once looked upon that mo- 
ther with filial and sweet affection. Hope seemed 
rapidly dying out of that sorrow- stricken heart, 
and she was perchance already wishing that her 
desolate one was laid away amid the still repose 
of the grave. There the wicked cease from 
troubling; there the weary be at rest, nor hear 
they the voice of the oppressor, 

"But I will go for once and seek His aid, of 
whose goodness and power I have heard so much." 
Thus we seem to hear her exclaim ; and she is 
hastening to Jesus, and her cries are already fall- 
ing upon his ear. " Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thou son of David !" Mercy is her plea — mercy 
for her daughter, and thus for herself — mercy, not 
from man, but from the Messiah. " Son of Da- 
vid !" This was her mighty argument ; her appeal 
was to the great Anointed Restorer. Too great 
was he felt to be that she should presume to ap- 
proach too closely, and her cry is from a distance. 
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He passes on his way, as though no voice was 
there, and still the cry of agony comes peaiiiig on 
the ear. And all the while that soul burdened 
with pity was listening to the poor stranger, 
though she knew it not. Despair not, ye pensive 
ones, when, breathing your prayer toward heaven, 
there may seem to be no access — no listening — ■ 
no care for you. Meanwhile, each softest com- 
plaint is heard, and every wish of yours interests 
the heart of Jesus. Murmur not if sometimes 
he tests your patience, your earnestness, and 
faith. " Send her away," say the disciples, "for 
she crieth after us." Nor in cruelty did they say 
thus. They asked not their Master to send her 
empty to her hapless home ; but to send her thither 
as he had often done in other instances, with joy 
and rejoicing. " Send her away with the blessing 
she seeks!" was the prayer of that company. He 
spoke .now ; but cold seemed his answer, and dis- 
tant, and repulsive. " I am not sent to her, but 
only to Israel's lost sheep." Whether she heard 
this chilling response seems not certain, though 
probable. She was, by this time, at hand, and 
the words just fallen from the Redeemer's lips 
appear designed for her ear, rather than for those 
to whom they were addressed. And now, in her 
agony, she is prostrate at the feet of the Deliverer, 
and again her cry arises, "Lord, help me,!" For- 
bidding and dismal to that heart of sorrow were 
his former words ; yet her suit was urgent. How 
could she go back to that melancholy home with 
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no help ! He had relieved others in happy mul- 
titudes. He had power to help her ; and he was 
her last hope. Jesus speaks again ; but they are 
cutting, lacerating words. True, they amount 
not to an absolute negative. He does not pre- 
cisely respond, " I have no blessing for thee !" 
That would have gathered the damps of despair 
densely over the unhappy suppliant. Yet the 
words she heard could seem to afford but a strug- 
gling ray of hope, as he replied, " It is not meet 
to take the children's bread, and cast it to dogs," 
Was she not stunned at this cheerless reply ? As 
the Master spoke thus, and the company was 
listening there, and the sobbing woman was fallen 
prtratrate upon the earth, seemed it not, save to 
herself and to One other, that all was lost ? Will 
she speak again ? " Truth, Lord ; yet the dogs 
eat the crumbs which fall from their master's 
table !" Thus she speaks ; speaks thus to the 
perfect admiration of all that ever glanced at this 
incident of her history. Who has ever heard of 
anything beyond this in all the story of human 
intercessions ? Profound respect and reverence 
are here joined, as is natural, with perfect humility 
and modesty. " Tmth, Lord !" She worships 
the Saviour ; — ^worships in deepest self-abasement. 
Wonderful aptness and judgment are here ; and 
the retort is as capital and just, as it is, under the 
circumstances, impressive and affecting. Above 
all, mighty faith is here. It is as if we heard her 
exclaiming, " It is all as thou, Jesus, sayest. This 
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poor suppliant is not among the children. She is, 
in the comparison, as a dog — the name which thy 
lips have given me, and which name itself will 
insure to me thy blessing ; for the dogs under the 
table eat of the children's crumbs. At thy word, 
I am the dog under the table, and hence, a crumb 
is certainly for me." 

Amazing triumph ! The Infinite is conquered 
now, and can hold out no more. That cold se- 
verity retires at once from the countSnance of 
the " Son of David," as when some dark cloud 
passes, ail suddenly, from an autumn sun. Words, 
tender and beautiful as angels use, succeed to 
such as seemed so repulsive and freezing, " Great 
is thy faith — thy prayer is heard — the demon is 
gone !" 

Pleasant that day to the " woman of Canaan," 
was her return from the field of conflict. Blood- 
less and innocent had been the victory she gained, 
iike that of the ancient wrestler, at daybreak, on 
the banks of the Jabbok. Blessed, as she entered 
her doors, was the change that had passed over 
her once wretched home. Satan, with the speed 
of lightning, had been driven thence — the last 
shriek of the maniac had ceased its wild echo- 
ings; and sunny peace, in soft whispers, was 
breathing through those halls. Tremblingly she 
enters, and her heart swelling with untold emo- 
tions, she seeks the child of her affections. Within 
the chamber, reposing upon her couch in quiet- 
ness, that child is found — her brilliant eyes falling. 
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as she enters, upon her dearest mother. Long 
tost, and driven and lashed, as amid the wild bil- 
lows of a boiling, frightful, and shoreless sea, 
where, above, lurid fires glared from sky to sky, 
and hideous spectres were flitting across her 
vision, and the horrid laugh of demons sickened 
her whirling brain, she had, all suddenly, heard a 
voice new, and of loveliness unutterable, hushing 
to peace. Then, in a twinkling, she was standing 
upon the solid earth, and looking aloft, the glorious 
sun lay deep in the far-spreading azure — and 
every sight and sound were only beautiful — and a 
soft hand seemed laid upon her disheveled tresses, 
composing to delightful tranquillity and heaithful- 
ness her agitated and tortured being. The tran- 
sport, so sudden — so complete, had well nigh 
overcome her strength; and she had sought her 
couch, there to indulge her gushing tears of joy, 
and praise the Hand that stooped to bless a child ; 
and there she waited the coming of her happy 
mother. 

In after days, did they not often think of Jesus, 
and speak of him? Was not the "great faith" 
of the mother still greater now, and her love 
more elevated and intense ? And that daughter, 
was she not, in the best sense, clothed, and in her 
right mind? And from these kindred hearts, 
arose there not the frequent song of praise and 
thanksgiving, — until they passed, both of them, 
away to where she who humbled herself to beg 
for " a crumb," found eternal plenty ! 



iLvGooglf 



WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 189 

Mother ! Is thy daughter as yet unrenewed, 
and her heart drawn away by evil and downward 
influences ? Does the spirit of a sinful world stiil 
enthrone itself within her heart ? And seems she 
fondly lured away by the hopes and vanities of a~ 
brief and uncertain life, and averse to the ra- 
tional and lofty pursuit of holiness and heaven? 
The example of the woman of Canaan, is given 
thee for thy instruction and encouragement. 
Like her, go, in behalf of thy daughter, directly 
to the great and compassionate Redeemer. Seek 
after and cherish "great faith" in his promises 
and mercy. Exercise a perseverance, such as is 
obstinate and unyielding ; cultivate profound hu- 
mility — begging, if it might be, but a crumb from 
his infinite fullness. And while thou prayest, 
bear always before thy child the spirit correspond- 
ing to thy prayers. Putting away all wrath, and 
clamor, and evil-speaking, talk often and skillfully 
of the things of Christ. Be his love always a 
familiar theme. Let everything pertaining to thy 
house be such as shall tend to invite the Saviour's 
presence and power. So shall that presence and 
that power dwell with thee, banishing evil spirits 
and poisonous influences, and fitting thee and 
thine for endless happiness and heaven. 
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" The mother of Zebedee's children " is several 
times mentioned in the evangelical history. From 
a comparison of Matthew xxvii, 56, with Mark 
XV, 40, it would appear very probable that her 
name was Salome. She was, in all probability, 
specially beloved by Christ. She doubtless enter- 
tained him often in Capernaum, and was one of 
the women specially designated as ministering to 
his wants in Galilee and other places. She was 
one of the celebrated vi-omen that were not con- 
tent to see Christ, and hear him, as in his travels 
he passed their homes. At times we find her 
abroad, listening to the words of the Saviour; 
and in his last and dreadful agony, she was one of 
the weeping witnesses of his crucifixion. At the 
side of Mary Magdalene, and " the other Mary," 
stood the faithful Salome, looking on afar off, as 
they crucified the Lord of glory. She looked 
upon that dreadful scene, and was a spectator of 
the awful signs that accompanied the dying of the 
Son of God. So also was she associated with the 
Marys in the preparations for embalming the 
sacred body. She proved herself one of his most 
devoted and constant friends — ^lingering near him 
to the last, and yielding the last service within 
her power to proffer him. 
One shade, however, rests upon ihe mother of 
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Zebedee's children, and which seems inseparably 
I with her name. The Jewish idea of a 
il Messiah, and of greattemporal prosperity 
and power under his reign, seems never to have 
been eradicated from the minds of the apostles, 
even to the day of Christ's ascension to heaven. 
On that very morning, as they assembled around 
their Master, they inquired whether he would now 
restore again the kingdom to Israel. They appear 
to have advanced but by slow degrees to the true 
idea of Christ's kingdom ; and came not to the 
knowledge of the whole truth on this important 
subject until the aseension of the Lord, and tlie 
outpouring of the Spirit that soon followed. 

It was with this idea of a temporal reign, that 
the sons of Zebedee petitioned for the most ho- 
norable places under the new order of things. 
We are surprised, in contemplating the ambition 
of these brothers, as well as the apparent boldness 
and imprudence with which they pushed their 
request. That their proceedings in this matter 
must produce the effect upon their brethren which 
was actually produced, might have been foreseen 
by a child, and could not have been unanticipated 
by the petitioners, A species of recklessness, 
therefore, appears to have accompanied their un- 
graceful ambition ; while the whole affair is to be 
numbered among the most inexplicable circum- 
stances of the apostolic history. The employment 
of their mother as their advocate in this case, 
may be accounted for, perhaps, from the probable 
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fact of her great influence. We have seen her 
to have been one of the most faithful of all Christ's 
attendants who " ministered to his wants," — and 
the sons naturally supposed that her intercessions 
would be specially availing in their behalf. It 
must be pronounced as being, on the part of 
James and John, a mean, weak, and altogether 
unfortunate transaction, and not at all in keeping 
■with what we learn besides of the spirit and cha- 
racter both of the sons and the mother. And on 
the whole, how can we contemplate it otherwise 
than as one of those sad mistakes to which even 
very good people are exposed when at any time 
they dispense, even for a moment, with watchful- 
ness and prayer? We may not doubt the general 
piety of the mother and her two sons ; and they 
were specially distinguished by the Lord Jesus, 
It was much that one from a single family should 
be called to the apostleship. Much more was it 
that two brothers should at once receive this high 
distinction. It was more still, that both brothers 
should be recognized not only as apostles, but 
confidential friends of Christ. No family on 
earth was ever honored like that of Zebedee. 
No other mother could tell of two of her sons 
being both raised to the apostleship, and also to 
be two out of the three on whom the great Mas- . 
ter, for reasons known to himself, bestowed special 
intimacy. All this may possibly help to account 
for the kindhng of their unhallowed ambition, and 
the indiscreet proceeding to which it gave exist- 
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ence. Christ had greatly exalted the whole family. 
The result should have been their abounding gra- 
titude and profound humility. But being, in this 
instance, unduly lifted up, they were left to un- 
wise and shallow conduct, and to incur merited 
reproach. So true is it, that while humility is the 
forerunner of elevation, he that exalteth himself 
shall he abased. 

Should some Christian mother, therefore, read 
this sketch, — some mother whose son has been 
called to God's holy ministry, — perhaps it may re- 
mind her to wish for that son, not that he may be 
accounted greatest and most renowned among his 
brethren. It will, I hope, be suggested to her to 
pray, rather that he may he divested of all pride 
and vain ambition ; that he may, in his heart, lie 
at the feet of all his brethren — that the eminence 
he shall seek on earth shall be that of lofty devo- 
tion to Christ Jesus, and of far-spreading useful- 
ness in his generation — that every faculty of his 
be consecrated to salvation. And if these things 
be so, that mother may dismiss her fears and re- 
joice. She shall see her son in great renown, one 
day — when " they that be wise, shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmanent ; and they that turn 
niany to righteousness, as the stars forever and 
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Little is known of Mary Magdalene, Her 
place of birth and residence was probably Mag- 
dala, of Galilee ; and she had been one of the 
victims of demoniacal possession, and one of the 
multitudes of these afflicted ones who had sought 
and obtained relief from the Saviour's almighty 
hand. Nothing that was more disreputable than 
the afRiction alluded to can be shown to have been 
associated mth her name and character ; and 
the various suspicions in which many have been 
pleased to indulge themselves concerning this ex- 
cellent lady, are as unjust to her as they are indi- 
cative of the ignorance or carelessness of such as 
have been disposed to cherish them. It appears 
likely that Mary Magdalene, as well in character 
as in circumstances, possessed an unspotted repu- 
tation, and an elevated standing in society. Her 
whole attitude toward her adorable Saviour ap- 
pears amiable and beautiful in the highest degree. 
She scarcely makes her appearance on the evan- 
gelical page, save in connection with the cruci- 
fixion and resurrection of the " Lord of glory." 
We observe her prominent among other women 
in witnessing his sufferings upon the cross. She 
was one of the weeping ones who followed him 
bearing his cross up the " dolorous pathway," and 
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to whom he said, " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep 
not for me !" She was at the side of the disconso- 
late Mary when those words of the expiring Re- 
deemer fell on the ear of John, saying, " Behold 
thy mother !" She was present when Joseph, the 
good and just, deposited the sacred remains with- 
in the sepulchre, and she heheld the arrangements, 
and how the body was laid. Of all the friends of 
Jesus she was the firet who revisited the sepulchre 
on the morning of the resurrection ; and was the 
first of human beings that discovered and gave 
information of the mysterious absence of the Sa- 
viour's body. Returning to the place of burial, 
she it was who stood weeping there, and as she 
wept, looked within the sepulchre and saw the 
two angels robed in white, and heard their hea- 
venly voices. She it was who, before all others, 
saw the risen Christ. " Mary '." said the Lord of 
Life. " Master !" responded the astonished dis- 
ciple. She it was who, first of all, was command- 
ed to proclaim her Saviour's resurrection, and 
that his ascension on high was at hand. And 
"Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples 
that she had seen the Lord, and that he had 
spoken these things unto her." The apostles pro- 
claimed to the world the resurrection of Christ ; 
Mary proclaimed this resurrection to the apostles. 
If Paul was the "last of ail," Mary was the ear- 
liest of all, to see the risen Lord. 

Such was Mary Magdalene. Only a scene or 
two opens upon us in which she appears and acts. 
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Yet these suffice to indicate to us that she was 
one of the most devoted of all the Saviour's de- 
voted followers, and one of the most excellent of 
women. During the ministry of her Lord and 
Master she was one of those who "ministered 
unto him of iheir substance." During his hu- 
miliation and passion she never left him for a mo- 
ment. Of all his deep sufferings at the last she 
was a partaker, and was present and heard when 
he cried, " It is finished !" She " saw where he 
was laid "within the sepulchre, and prepared the 
spices and ointments for his body. She did what 
she could ; and none of sacred women rise on the 
view, clad in fairer beauty and more becoming 
gracefulness than Mary of Magdala. 



lappjlirir. 

The story of Sapphira and her husband is one of 
deep and painful melancholy. They were both, 
as is probable, among the disciples ; but of their 
origin, residence, or other circumstances of their 
history, the sacred record is silent. They rise be- 
fore us only that we may contemplate their disas- 
trous end, and the mournful cause that was con- 
cerned in bringing it to pass. Sapphira was ob- 
viously implicated entirely with her husband in 
the guilty transaction that proved their ruin. 
They were both concerned in the sale of the 
estate. When her husband retained a part of the 
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price, Sapphira was privy to it, and consented to 
the measure. Alas for that act ! There she fell, 
and there it was that loveliness and goodness de- 
parted hence. Her heart had yielded to crime, 
and her lie to Peter was the expression and seal- 
ing of her wickedness ; and God cursed her with 
her husband, and the grave all suddenly closed 
over them hoth. 

Sapphira lied. It is not narrated to us that this 
was her character. We are impressed rather 
that such was not her habit, — that in ordinary 
circumstances she was a truthful woman. In 
the present instance covetousness interfered — 
Satan was- at hand to take advantage of the cor- 
rupt motions of nature — what faith she had gave 
way, and she sank. Great and terrible is the 
crushing and the wreck, when a soul, heretofore 
upright, del'b at Ij c nts to deception and 
falsehood. I a h n some beautiful edifice, 
reposing grac ullj up foundations, falls in- 

stantly, by s n e d ulsion, into a mass of 

shattered and gh ies u >s. It is as when the 
brilliant and m gh y ng ne leaps in its flight 
upon some d adly b 1 there is the crash, the 
shock, the w k and he dying. Or it is as 
when some 11 d no le ship — a few moments 
since, riding nph n Ij over the billows — now 
smitten by n e ef 1 d saster, goes down at 
once, bene h he c Id and bottomless sea. 
When a man consents to falsehood — when he 
becomes guilty of a lie, then all is lost. If he has 
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up to that lime retained his integrity, he is con- 
scioiis now of an infinite descent. He has taken 
a frightful leap. He has bidden adieu to good- 
ness, purity, honor, rectitude, virtue. Heaven is 
veiled in blackness, and awful thunders alone 
meet his ear; if perchance he ever afterwards 
listens towards the eternal throne, a sickening 
and mournful sense of self- degradation comes over 
him. No externa] preacher or voice is necessary 
to convince him that he is fallen. A terrible 
monitor within is beating the funeral knell of his 
virtue and his happiness. If there be uprightness 
and innocence on earth, he knows full well that 
he belongs not among those elevated circles. Nay, 
even the dog of the street appears less degraded, 
and less hateful than he. That one lie still upon 
his conscience and character, and yet unwashed 
away, he will no more rise to goodness and to 
peace. He will remain a moral wreck. He 
may still sink — he will never ascend. God may 
not strike him literally and suddenly dead ; but 
he has struck his own virtue to death, and has 
fatally poisoned the last sweet for the sake of 
which existence is desirable. 

No warning can be too strong that we may 
deter the young of either sex from consenting 
ever, and by any means or mode, to the great and 
foul sin of falsehood. That this is a crime of 
special hatefulness, is suiRciently clear from the 
terrible retribution that met the hapless Sapphiva, 
and her husband. Partners in falsehood, they 
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were partners, the same day, in an untimely 
grave. The Lord slew them — slew them for 
lying ! After this will one ever venture upon this 
melancholy ground ? Will one venture even the 
slightest approximation ? Shall it be absent, for 
any moment, from the mind, that lying stands re- 
corded on the inspired page among the dark cata- 
logue of transgressions that infallibly exclude the 
guilty one from the everlasting kingdom. " For 
there shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth — neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie." 



" This woman was full of good works and alms- 
deeds which she did." What a beautiftxl testi- 
monial is this to go down to all generations I How 
preferable to all monuments of marble, and all the 
proud memorials of fame and greatness ! Far pre- 
ferable even to the worship paid to learning and 
genius is a celebrity like this. Yet who believes 
it? Who discerns that to be greatly good and be- 
neficent is the supreme end of life, and the highest 
elevation to be attained on earth ? 

Dorcas was distinguished by good works. 
Such were the operations of her hands. She 
wrought not evil, but good. Actions and efforts 
that were worthy, pure, benevolent, and lovely, 
emanated from her. She liberally clothed the 
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naked. " Coats and garmenls " were by her, 
the products of her industry, with which to warm 
and comfort needy and suffering ones. 

Nor was she limited to any one species of well- 
doing. She gave alms of such things as she pos- 
sessed, whether of garments or other matters 
suitable for the relief of the destitute. Charitable 
objects were much upon her mind and heart, and 
she waa disposed to bless in any mode which her 
means and strength would allow. 

And she was full of these heavenly charities. 
They were not occasional with her. They were 
not spasmodic ebullitions of kindness. Her good 
works were a full and everflowing stream, — over- 
flowing its banks and fertilizing the neighboring 
regioTis. She lived to do good. This was felt to 
be her calling — this was her occupation. Her 
own wants were comparatively few. She did not 
feel herself called upon to devote her time and 
energies to superfluities of dress, or luxuries of 
food. Many things in which most Christians in- 
dulge would have been agreeable to her likewise; 
but she could deny herself of these, and by such 
self-denial increase her means and measure of 
usefulness. And she preferred the luxury of 
doing good to all worldly enjoyments, and re- 
alized in her experience that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. Many, doubtless, wondered 
at her course and manner of life. Some thought 
her righteous overmuch — and othere fancied, per- 
haps, that more attention was due to her own 
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worldly interest and aifairs. But she had a loftier 
vision, and keener perception, and a purer faith. 
Other ladies were admired for their beauty, their 
wit, and other and varied accomplishments ; but 
the blessing of such as were ready to perish fell 
upon Dorcas, while beams of life and love, ema- 
nating from her, animated and cheered their faint- 
ing hearts. Other Sadies were admired — she was 
beloved. Others might be solicitous for them- 
selves — she cared for the poor. Others might 
have pined over their own sorrows — she wept for 
the distresses of her neighbors. Others might 
have labored to escape the ills of life — she passed 
her days and years in drying up those ills, and 
subtracting from the number of human tears. 
She had no time for backbiting, tale-bearing, or 
mischief-making of any sort. Every influence 
going out from her was comforting, pure, and 
beneficent. 

Hence she was good of heart. Christ has given 
us permission to estimate a tree by its fruit — a 
rule, by the way, too lightly esteemed in this age 
of creeds and parties. Yet it is by this same rule 
that we all judge Dorcas. She abounded in good 
works. These were the fruits ; then the tree was 
good. The streams were sweet and refreshing; 
then the fountain was pure. We may assign her 
a place among the selectest spirits of this lower 
world. She had been translated out of the king- 
dom of nature into that of God's dear Son. She 
was a new creature. Christ had substituted in 
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her heart benevolence for selfishness — life for in- 
ertness — faith for sight — fire for coldness — beauty 
for ashes — light for darkness. She had not origi- 
nally an angel's nature ; she wore not an angel's 
form; yet had she come to possess an angel's 
spirit and temper, and in her character was much 
more nearly related to heaven than to earth. It 
is difficult to imagine a stronger contrast than be- 
tween Dorcas and some other female characters 
noticed in the Scriptures. Place her aside of 
Jezebel or Herodias, and who is not filled with 
wonder that beings so utterly diverse can be of 
the same race ? Who exults not in his astonish- 
ment at the sublime triumph of grace, thus effec- 
tuating a moral change in man such as is scarcely 
less than infinite ? 

But Dorcas, the good and beautiful, sickened 
and died. Alas ! who can escape that dreaded 
crisis ? Who shall be discharged from that war ? 
It would seem that if any one might escape, Dor- 
cas might ; so good was she — so benevolent — so 
useful — so beloved. But she slept ; and seemed 
to sleep untimely, — drooped and fainted in the high 
day of her beneficent and brilliant energies, — 

" Ceasing at once to work and live." 

And they laid away her body in an upper cham- 
ber — laid it, as was meet, amid the memorials of 
her benevolent industry. Is it too farfetched that 
this should remind us of another scenery, when, 
away in the repose of eternity, good men shall 
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one day be resting amid the loved fruits of godly 
labors on earth ? Blessed are they that rest from 
their labfws, and(AeiV works follow them. 

But the death of Dorcas, so apparently disas- 
trous, was with the Lord. He knew what IJe 
would do. " Parts of his ways " we may some- 
times discern, and in the lamented death and sud- 
den resurrection of this eminent lady, God was 
not without his designs of mercy ; for it was 
known throughout all Joppa. She who had so 
fully honored Christ in her life and character, was 
admitted to the high privilege of being made a 
subject of his resurrection power before the eyes 
of multitudes who knew her ; of whom many, as 
they saw the sight, believed in the Lord. In her 
life, she was an instrument of many temporal 
blessings and comforts ; in her death and her re- 
call, she was the occasion of a great turning to 
the Lord. 



At the head of this chapter is written a cluster of 
names standing on the New Testament pages, 
and written in the book ctf life. They were holy 
women — friends of the apostle Paul — and helpers, 
in their sphere, in the great work to which he 
dedicated his vast energies. 

Lydia, " whose heart the Lord opened that she 
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attended to the things which were spoken of 
Paul," became, under his preaching, a convert to 
Christ. Hence we wonder not that her doors 
were thrown open for the entertainment of the 
Apostle during his stay at Phillppi; nor are we 
surprised at the earnestness and warmth with 
which she urged him to accept her Christian hos- 
pitalities. Well, it was a privilege indeed, when 
one might welcome within their dwelling an apos- 
tle of the Lord Jesus. And yet a greater privi- 
lege is ours, if the Master himself will come to us 
and take up his abode with us, and forever ani- 
mate us with his spirit and his life. 

Priscilla was another of the privileged ones that 
was permitted to entertain, in her house, the 
Apostle of the Gentiles. Paul first found her and 
her husband at Corinth, they having been directed 
by Claudius to depart, with other Jews, from the 
city of Rome. They accompanied the Apostle 
to Ephesus, where, after a time, they appear to 
have returned again to Rome. While they were 
at Ephesus, and after Paul departed from that city, 
ApoUos, an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, arrived. Being not yet fully initialed into 
the dispensation of the Spirit, Aquila and Priscilla, 
when they had heard him, " took him unto them, 
and expounded to him the way of God more per- 
fectly." A beautiful picture this ! ApoUos was 
mighty in the Scriptures — fervent in spirit — elo- 
quent in speech — teaching diligently the things of 
God — being instructed in the way of the Lord so 
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far as to ihe baptism of John. Yet it remained 
for Prisciiia and lier husband to introduce this 
eminent man to a more accurate knowledge of 
the Gospel — to enlighten him in respect to the full 
dispensation of the Spirit, which, since the day of 
Pentecost, had been granted to the world. 

Happy are those pious women who, by their 
diligence and faithfulness in the things of God, be- 
come competent to give important instructions, 
even to able ministers of the gospel. Priscilla's 
experience had been conversant with a higher 
baptism than that of John, and to that higher bap- 
tism and experience was she instrumental in lead- 
ing the eloquent Apollos. He could teach her in 
most respects, as a Jew — aa concerning the Oid 
Testament Scriptures — as far as to the extent of 
John's ministry, Apollos was much her superior ; 
but as touching the way which " exceeded in 
glory," she was the superior of Apollos, and be- 
came his instructress and helper.* 

Fhebe, also, is to be classed in the holy sister- 
hood. Beautiful things are written of her by the 
apostle's pen. He styles her a servant of the 
church at Cenchrea — a sister beloved — a suc- 
corer of many others, as well as of himself, and 
commends her to the Christian sympathies and 

* " Tliere are Inany of tlie humblest babes of faith in corners 
of obscurity here and there, who really know more, and have a 
truer science of God, than some who are most distinguished 
among the Chtistian doctors." — Dr. BiakncU on " Dogma and 
Spirit" 
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aid of the Roman Christians, whom, for some 
reason, she appears to have visited. 

" A succorer of many." Eminent commenda- 
tion — excellent character! We ask no more. 
We place her at once aside the beautiful Dorcas, 
and think of her as one of the angels in human 
shape that walk this earth, soothing myriads of 
sorrows, charming away sickness, staying up 
sinking hearts and hands that hang down, putting 
to flight despondencies, waking a thousand smiles 
and joys, and gladdening life's shadows with per- 
petual gleams of holy sunshine. 

Tryphena and Tryphosa, likewise, receive the 
salutations of the apostle, accompanied with the 
pleasant commendation that they were laborers 
in the Lord, 

The beloved Persis, too, " labored much in the 
Lord." 

These holy women were not idle disciples. 
There was a sphere of action in which they 
could with propriety move, and thus they became 
important " helpers " in promoting the great cause 
of salvation. They were not spectators, fault- 
finders, drones; they were among the most 
efficient laborers in the same cause in -which the 
apostles were employed. They knew the way of 
the Lord, and were capable of instructing others, 
and of aiding them to enter and waJk in the same 
highway of holiness. 
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%= Having noticed in the prsceding pj^as certain Bpecific and 
prominent fenilles bronglit to view in the Holy Scriptures, it remains 
that we conclude our sketches with a brief analj-sis of two or Uicaa 
abetiaot characters alluded io on the Inspired page. 



€^t /rttful 

Such a woman is named in Ihe sacred writings, 
and her description is nearly what follows. 

She brawls. She opens her mouth wide, and 
her voice is harsh and shrill, and is heard afar, 
and passes without, and agitates the streets. It 
is a coarse voice, for it b a coarse and low mind 
that is roaring through it. When she performs, 
all the house rings again, from foundation to gar- 
ret ; so that, should the confounded husband 
attempt to seek refuge in the housetop, and in 
the corner thereof, — according to the suggestion 
of the wise man, — he would, by no means, escape 
the amazing sound. 

She contends. It is true, woman should be 
slow to dispute ; and she, especially, should leave 
off contention before it be meddled with. Yet 
the fretful woman has never learned effectually 
this great iesson. She is contentious, and even 
against the one with whom a wise woman will 
scarcely ever dispute — her own husband. In her 
strife of words, she knows how to yield nothing, 
save all her attractiveness and power. She seems 
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to deem the " last word " of more importance than 
tlie respect and affection of her husband, or the 
peace of her family ; and the last word she will have. 

She is often angry — as a maiter of certain con- 
sequence. When a woman contends, and her 
voice is loud and harsh, we may expect a miracle 
as reasonably as the absence of anger. She be- 
comes inflamed. Her wrath aggravates the 
grating tenor of her voice, and the latter again 
blows up the rising flames of anger and of rage, 
and the speech becomes rapid as well as clamor- 
ous ; violent gestures accompany ; the face be- 
comes flushed ; the eye wild and fiery ; the aspect 
menacing and frightful ; love, beauty, sweetness, 
grace, all are flown ; while the astonished hus- 
band stands aghast at the contrast between the 
object before him, and the fair being he used to 
love so well. 

Yet all this might not be utterly ruinous, if the 
storms were seldom ; but the unerring pen writes 
that the contentions of a wife are a continual 
dropping, aye, a continual dropping in a very 
rainy day. The region is desolate where this 
poor woman moves, and frets, and scolds. Tran- 
sient and doubtful are the gleams of sunshine that 
straggle between the clouds. The thunders are 
often rolling ; the wild storm-wind is often sweep- 
ing athwart the landscape, and its path is gloomy 
and desolate. Peace and prosperity come not 
there, and every lovely plant droops and fades. 

"It is better to dwell in the wilderness than 
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with a contentious and angry woman ;" so com- 
fortless, so utterly cheerless, is the house and 
home where such a woman bears sway. Her 
husband is full of fears. He fears for his neigh- 
bors. Fain would he avoid that himself and hia 
family should be a nuisance amid the circle where 
he dwells. He could, with greater fortitude, en- 
dure for himself; but he is distressed that the 
eruptions within his own habitation should send 
their echoings abroad to the disturbance of other 
families, or that of the strangers that pass peace- 
fully through the street. 

He fears for his wife. What becomes of her 
peace, her piety, her influence, her reputation, 
her health, her progress toward perfection ? 

He fears for his children. Alas .' wilJ they 
grow up peaceful and lovely amid these stormy 
and disastrous influences? Will they, save by 
extraordinary providence, be preserved from 
catching the dreadful infection with which their 
home is daily charged ? 

He fears and mourns for himself It is not too 
much to say of him that he is a disappointed and 
unfortunate man. The truth of the proverb finds 
a deep and affecting response in his soul. He 
thinks of the "wilderness," and wishes himself 
there. If not strongly fortified by virtuous prin- 
ciple, no marvel if he seeks those haunts that are 
even more dreadful than the desert, and those 
companions that are more dangerous and more 
hateful than the beasts of prey. 
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She is a lover of brilliant dress. She is not care- 
ful for the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is, in the sight of God, of great price. She 
covets rather the outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, and the putting on 
of apparel. We read of the chains, the bracelets, 
the mufflers — of the head-bands, the ear-rings, the 
finger-rings — of mantles, and wimples, and crisp- 
ing pins. Such was the blazonry of pride in the 
ancient days, and even among the daughters of 
Zion. And such it is in every age. The putting 
on of artificial ornaments is one of the promi- 
nent developments of this dreadful plague of the 
human heart. If there be beauty, it must be thus 
set off to the greatest imaginable advantage. If 
natural beauty be absent, a sort of factitious ele- 
gance must be secured by the aid of outward 
adorning. Thus it is that more than half of many 
precious lives is worse than wasted, and multi- 
tudes of hearts debased and corrupted. 

She is haughty. Having an inordinate esteem 
for herself, she feels a corresponding disdain for 
others. There is a circle with which she deigns 
to associate; with the great multitude she has no 
sympathy, and for them she has no pleasant word 
— no smile of friendship — no sentiment of bene- 
volence. These daughters, writes the prophet, 
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"are haughty, and walk with stretched forth 
necks." Of lofty bearing are they, nor, as they 
pass, can they so much as turn to look upon their 
more humble fellow-traveler to the tomb. 

She is selfish. It is self that she worships, 
adorns, pampers. Instead of esteeming others 
better than herself, she reverses that evangelical 
rule, and none is so high in her esteem and admi- 
ration as her own person. In her thoughts she 
stands first of her sex, while others, in the com- 
parison, are lightly esteemed. For herself, and 
her own immediate circle, she is alone interested. 
Provided her own gratification and aggrandize- 
ment are secured, she feels very little concern for 
all the rest of the world. All the beautiful chari- 
ties of piety are strangers to her narrow and 
callous heart. She would not dispense with one 
of her expensive dresses, or useless ornaments, to 
soothe a widow in her affliction, or save a weep- 
ing family from starvation. She lives for self, 
and for self alone. 

She is ignorant. Esteeming herself as better 
than others, is she correct? Counting others as 
undeserving of her notice, is she not mistaken ? 
Contemplating this transient life, as given to be 
devoted to ostentation and vanity, has she not her 
first lessons yet to learn? Absorbed in selfishness, 
and forgetful of the grave, is she not blind ? Cer- 
tainly there can be no surer evidence of ignorance 
the most deplorable than pride. The proud 
woman imagines that she is rich and increased in 
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goods, and knoweth not that she is poor, and 
miserable, and wretched, and blind, and naked. 
The whole work of goodness and grace she has 
yet to study and learn. She is to put off her 
haughtiness, and become as a little child, and sit, 
with Mary, at Jesus' feet, and learn of him — all 
this she must yet do, if she shall ever enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. 

She is ridiculous. What, in the clear eye of 
good sense, are many of the ornaments she puts 
on, and which she so highly values ? What of 
that "stretched forth neck," those " wanton eyes," 
that "walking and mincing as she goes ?" What 
of that self-esteem and self- adoration, too obvious 
to be concealed from the most superficial eye? 
And what of the supreme self-ignorance just 
alluded to ? What would the proud woman say 
or think, were she assured that the ridicule of the 
multitude is fully equal to her own haughtiness ? 
Hast thou never witnessed, within the refuges for 
the insane, a woman of lofty mien — of form strong, 
straight, and stiff— of pompous gait — and robed 
fantastically — and crowned withal — the self-ima- 
gined queen of some powerful state ? And, as 
you looked, counted you the insane exhibition to 
be ridiculous ? And yet, not half so much so was 
it, as the outgoings of pride in another woman, 
reckoned'to be rational. 

She is hateful. For pride is always hateful in 
either sex, and at any age of Hfe ; a stain upon 
the character, that is unseemly and disgusting. 
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There is an unreasonableness that is felt to the 
quick — a self-imagined superiority, which is as 
deformed as it is ridiculous, and with which the 
beholder has no sympathy. The folly involved 
is as intolerable as it is conspicuous ; the hateful- 
ness is that which is, to the last degree, offensive 
and sickening ; the impure loftiness is that whose 
depression and humiliation relieves and refreshes 
our spirits, while it excites our pity. 

In innumerable instances, pride has proved one 
of woman's greatest defects — the foundation of a 
large proportion of her faults and blemishes, and 
has spoiled, by its presence, a form and aspect 
that had otherwise been decidedly beautiful and 
attractive. 

And the proud woman is doomed to disappoint- 
ment and sorrow. Hateful as pride is in the 
eyes of man, it is even much more so to God ; 
and, in his providence, is wont to be followed by 
mournful consequences. To him a proud look is 
offensive, and every one that is proud of heart is 
an abomination in his sight. Hence we read of 
his resisting the proud — of his knowing them afar 
off — of his not respecting them. And we read 
of his threatened judgments. The proud shall he 
abased — they shall be taken in their pride, and a 
fall is to succeed. Pride goes before destruc- 
tion — it shall be marred — stained — brought down 
— wept over — scattered. 
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Sue forgets God. God is not in all her i 
She is entirely estranged from Him who is the 
fountain of all purity, and who cannot look upon 
sin with the least degree of allowance. Her en- 
deavor is to place God, and all thoughts of him, 
as far as possible from her mind, while she is em- 
phatically of that class who are without God in 
the world. It is thus she prepares herself to work 
all wickedness with greediness. Cut off from 
God — from all fear and love toward him, what, in 
degradation, may not a human being become ? 
Shut 6ff the sun, and turn away amid utter dark- 
ness, into what dreadful pitfalls and frightful 
depths may we not fall ? 

She forsakes the guide of her youth. She was 
taught better lessons in the happy days of her 
childhood and early youth. The fear of the Lord 
was impressed upon her mind and heart. In- 
structions pure and beautiful were wont to fall 
upon her ear. A father's manly voice had taught 
her — a mother's deep affection had entreated her. 
And she once entered the house of God upon the 
holy Sabbath-day, and used to hear the holy com- 
mandment preached and enforced, and the blessed 
gospel breathing forth its invitation of boundless 
mercy. And there sometimes swept by her, as it 
had been sweet voices from another world, whis- 
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pering of the beauties of holiness ; and many an 
upward and sacred influence came to guide her 
youth to spiritual and immortal happiness. All 
that was lovely and good — whether on earth, or 
in purer and happier worlds — all pointed her away 
from the joys of sense and the pleasures of sin, 
and prompted her to lift her heart for a higher 
and holier destiny. Yet from every golden cord 
she has broken away — ^from every scene of inno- 
cence and beauty she has retired. From all 
elevated and lovely circles, she has gone down. 
The guide of her youth is forsaken — and far off 
the wanderer strays — and her feet are treading 
near to the dead — and her steps take hold on hell. 

She is clothed %vith the harlot's attire. The 
costume appropriate to innocence and virtue 
accords neither with her taste, nor with the pur- 
poses of her heart. She covets not the robes 
with which truth, and beauty, and goodness de- 
light to deck themselves. She adorns herself 
rather that she may, in her subtilty, ensnare the 
wandering eye, and the frail, unguarded heart. 

She is without in the streets. What knows 
she of the joys of home — the true and noble de- 
lights of the family circle ? A husband's smile — 
the sweet simplicity of childhood — virtuous occu- 
pations — instructive books — refreshing converse 
— holy love — ^what are all these to her ? That 
mind is debased ; that heart is withered ; and all 
the glory has departed ; and she knows no home 
save the excitement and the whirlpool of sin. 
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How can she linger in the presence of virtue ? 
Or how can she endure the company of her own 
dark thoughts ? She is abroad ; and especially 
" in the twilight." The evening shades are more 
favorable to her purposes. The destroyer that 
approaches us wilt choose darkness rather than 
hght, for his deeds are evil. 

She is cruel. She seeks only evil, and no good. 
Her aim is not to save, hut to ruin. She promi- 
ses, indeed, present joy, but her end is bitter as 
wormwood — sharp as a two-edged sword. Stray- 
ing far away from the path of life herself, she 
would lure others to accompany her, as her feet 
go down to death. She reacheth forth her arms 
to embrace her victim, but it is the embrace of 
destruction. 

She watches for her prey. Her eyes are open, 
as she is abroad in the streets, and she lieth in 
w ait at e\ ery corner. She is subtle of heart, and 
cunnmg in that knowledge which is death, rather 
than life Her wandering yet observant eye is 
scanning the passing multitude, and is keen to 
detect ita prey. There he comes ; a youth, one 
of the simple ones, and void of understanding. 
Through the street he is coming, and he ap- 
proaches near where she waits to deceive. Her 
evil and practiced eye discerns at once. His 
dress ; his gait ; the airs he assumes, all mark him 
as the victim — alas, the willing victim ! Happy, 
had he been elsewhere amid " the dark night ;" or 
if there, it was a pity that his eye did not look 



iLvGooglf 



WOMEN OF THE BIBLE. 217 

right on, and his eyelids straight before him, and 
that, with the glad elasticity of youth, he had not 
hastened his footsteps to his room, his Bible, and 
his God! 

She seduces. With varied and consummate 
art she allures and captures her object. There is 
the smile of apparent affection and interest ; and 
there are the lips whose words of flattery drop as 
the honeycomb, and a voice which is smoother than 
oil. The fascinating glance — the ensnaring ges- 
ture — the soft invitation — are all there. Engaging 
professions and promises, it may be, are also there. 
" I came forth to meet thee — diligently to seek thy 
face, and here I find thee." With her much fair 
speech she causeth him to yield, and "hegoelh 
after her!" 

She destroys. ^ The simple one, being taken in 
the snare of the strange woman, is ruined. If it 
be his first step downward, the second step fol- 
lows almost of course. He has shot within the 
whirling basin of the awM Maelstrom, and his 
doom may be written as certain. As he goeth 
after her, it is as an ox goeth to the slaughter ; till 
a dart strike through his liver ; as a bird hasteth to 
the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. 
He is a wounded, bleeding man, cast down and 
slain, where many a strong man has fallen. But 
will he not rise again ? Yes, by miracle — not 
ordinarily. They come not up from that disas- 
trous ruin. For her house incUneth unto death, 
and her paths unto the dead. None that go unto 
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her return again, neither take they hold of the 
paths of life. It is said that there is mourning 
at the last, when the flesh and the body are con- 
sumed. Her house is the way to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death. 

She destroys herself. Her career of sin is tran- 
sient, and seems but commenced, when it closes 
forever. Disease — herown disease — comes sternly, 
and almost certainly. Beauty and attractiveness 
rapidiy wane away. Meanwhile, the heart is 
already dead. This world is hung in sackcloth ; 
and the future is darker and more terrible still. 
Herself wicked, wicked ones surround her. God 
has withdrawn — heaven is closed — foul spirits 
are in attendance — and she dies in despair, — wel- 
comed out of this world by her associates in 
crime — welcomed among the unclean and the 
lost — kindred beings, for whose companionship 
she hath prepared herself. 

Daughter ! come not thou into their secret ; — 
to their hateful assembly be not thou united ! 
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She is of great price ; of so much value as not to 
be compared with precious stones, silver and gold, 
houses and lands, or whatever riches the world 
can afford. For what Is all the world, if she be 
absent ? Or what of all other earthly losses, if 
she remain ? 

Her husband trusts her ; trusts her without 
misgiving ; trusts her with all his heart. Nor is 
his confidence betrayed. He trusts her safely. 
All the affairs of his house are managed with 
great economy and wisdom, so that he has no 
need of spoil ; no need of invading the rights of 
others, either for his own support or gratification. 

She will do good to her husband, without mix- 
ture of evil. Her words are pleasant words as 
he meets her at the table, in the parlor, or else- 
where. Her deeds are pleasant deeds, and such 
as conduce to her husband's happiness and wel- 
fare ; while, by her goodness and prudence, she 
will give him no pain, and bring him no reproach 
or injury. Such will be her practice perpetually. 
The beauty of her conduct and character will 
gild her husband's years with unclouded sunshine. 

She is provident, and prepares whatever may 
be necessary. Not careful for superfluities, all 
materials for necessity and comfort are, if possi- 
ble, in her house ; nor are her own hands idle in 
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all the requisite duties of her family. And there 
is no reluctance. She suffers no caprice or dis- 
couragement to restrain her activity. Her efforts 
and movements are sprightly, and willing, and 
cheerful. Her heart accords with her judgment; 
and she has no clearer perception of what is 
proper in her house, than she has readiness and 
delight iu her efforts to secure it. 

To say of her that she is not idle, is frigid. She 
is of great industry. " She riseth while it is yet 
night." The day commences with the dawn, and 
it is a day of action — of decided, strong, and well- 
directed effort. She waits not for her duties to 
be suggested by another ; — " she seeketh ;" — her 
eye is intent upon what may be necessary or use- 
ful, and her powers go forth in constant and 
earnest industry. And those powers are strong 
and efficient. In the midst of her industry, and 
the high purposes of her mind and heart, she is 
awake, and animated, and joyous. No time has 
she for desponding, or weakness, or faltering, or 
murmuring. She appreciates the important posi- 
tion which she holds, as well as the duties that are 
appropriate, and "she girdeth her loins with 
strength, and strengtheneth her arms." Should 
reverses happen — as happen they will — she still 
keeps her eye upon the great God of providence — 
appropriates his promise — emerges above the bil- 
lows — and prosecutes with vigor the works of her 
hands. 

And the works of her hands are genuine and 
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excellent. " She perceiveth that her merciiaiidise 
is good." Nothing marred, unseemly, defective, 
proceeds from her industry. The linen she makes 
is " fine linen ;" — in other words, all her products 
are beautiful and good. A pure and lovely foun- 
tain is she, and the streams thereof are only sweet 
and refreshing streams. 

She is of great enterprise. There is no mean- 
ness in her plans, nor in any of her arrangements 
or processes. She has the merchant's enterprise, 
and food from distant countries is seen, at suitable 
times, upon her table. For there may be piety, 
as weU as gratification, in tasting the fruits of 
other climes ; and every creature of God is good, 
and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving. 

She is fai'seeing. When there is necessity, 
she can plan for the future comfort of her family, 
as well as for present enjoyment. Hence, if any 
exigency require it, she is capable of negociating 
purchases, and oi' providing more ample domains 
— the fruit of her own industry and wisdom. 

Thus, she is above want. Her house is comely 
and respectable. She is not afraid of the snows 
and storms of winter, for all her household are 
clothed in scarlet. They are clothed abundantly, 
in other words, and with appropriate neatness 
and elegance. And her food, from far and near, 
is laid up, and there is a sufficiency for all that 
comprise her household. The aged ones, if they 
be there — the maidens — tlie httle children — the 
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husband — all are duly and abundantly provid- 
ed for. 

Nor, amid her abundance, are the desolate and 
poor forgotten. Her virtuous heart is not en- 
caged within her own doors. Providing well for 
her own household, her eye is abroad also in 
quest of suffering and sorrowing ones. For these 
too she has a portion. Nor does she wait for 
them to come to her — she seeks them out. " She 
stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her iiands to the needy." As she 
moves amid the destitute and the suffering, her 
steps are as those of some bright angel of mercy, 
and the blessings of such as are ready to perish 
meet her as she goes. 

She is benignant. When she speaks, it is with 
wisdom. Her voice is music ; — there is no harsh- 
ness nor bitterness; but "in her tongue is the 
taw of kindness." She is a friend to all; she 
would do good to all ; she will, if possible, give 
pain to none. Her smiles are abundant, and 
they are genial, like the reviving sunbeams, and 
waking along her pathway a thousand hopes, and 
cheenng and blessing the heait of sadness She 
\f beautiful, amid the ciicles of her mfluence and 
usefulne'!s, as the bright star of evening, and her 
name is precious as ointment pouied forth 

Tor she is honorable , honoi able at home and, 
as a mother, " her children rise up and call her 
blessed." A blessing has she been to them be- 
yond human computation. A part of her worth 
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they aee and appreciate, and pronounce their 
blessing upon her. Through her influence, in a 
great measure, they are coming forth upon the 
theatre of life, a pious, comely, and useful com- 
pany, fitted to adorn the circles of earth, and 
promising to be flourishing and happy in the eter- 
nal sequel. " Her husband, also, and he praiseth 
her." She has been the greatest and best gift of 
earth to him — the solace and charm of his mortal 
existence ; soothing hib sorrows and enhancing 
every joy of ins life, and essentially aiding, by 
her excellence of chaiacter and manner*, his 
reputation and honor A woman of another 
temper might have crushed his prospects and his 
hopes ; but now he " is known in the gates when 
he sitteth among the elders of the land." He is 
the husband of " the virtuous woman," and she is 
honorable abroad — one of the selectest ornaments 
of her neighborhood — a woman that feareth the 
Lord, and " she shall be praised," for strength and 
honor are her clothing. 

" A woman that feareth the Lord ;" thence her 
high virtue and excellence. The Divine pen 
having written this one sentence, no further ex- 
planation is necessary. -The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, and a good understand- 
ing have all they that do his commandments. 
The virtuous woman is a God-fearing woman. 
She sees him ever around her. She hears him in 
every passing breeze, and in every falling shower. 
His book lies open upon her table, and the words 
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